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RTP update and schedule 
- Certain projects are not itemized in the LRTP, because it would be too unrealistic, but lump 

sums are used to account for cost 

o Including operations, sidewalks, maintenance 

- Transit network was finished in July 

- Official public comment is estimated to be November 11 – December 13, 2019 

- Committee approval January, final action in February 

o TIP solicitation decisions will also be incorporated into RTP 

RTP Public Engagement 
- Questions 

o How does public comment affect project list? 

▪ Projects in the LRTP are submitted from project sponsors, mostly local counties, 

cities, CID’s, or the State. The greatest way to have influence is when a project is 

being developed locally as part of a comprehensive plan.  

▪ Public comment submitted to ARC can have influence over regional policies, 

goals, and strategies 

▪ It can influence ARC decision making on how projects are evaluated and how 

funding decisions are made, as well as community engagement strategies 

▪ Public input helps ARC set the stage for future discussions and work plans as 

well as it continues to build upon itself over the years 

▪ ARC can help educate people about what projects are planned, as well as the 

process and opportunities to have the most influence. 

▪ Can ARC share what it’s been hearing collectively from the public from various 

sources, like sentiment about transit, for example? And, also what is being 

planned related to the feedback? 

o Can ARC find out and share when upcoming city and county level comprehensive plans 

are expected for the next five years? 

o Sometimes cities move forward with expensive projects that are not in the official RTP 

or TIP. EG: Ped bridge to football stadium. How does that work? 

▪ MPO responsibilities as outlined by the Federal government are primarily 

concerned with projects that affect air quality.  

▪ A project that would affect air quality (non-exempt) must be included in the 

plan and run through our conformity model. If it is not and is built anyway it 

would violate clean air act 

▪ A pedestrian bridge is an example of an exempt project, meaning it is not 

expected to make a large impact on regional emissions 

▪ In such cases, the MPO’s role with the local government is usually determined 

on a case by case basis 



o MARTA is supposed to offer alternatives for people with disabilities when they are 

under construction – EG: Inman Park bridge (elevator renovation will last 8 years) 

▪ As a federally funded project it is supposed to ensure a same day ride to the 

next station, but evidence shows that is not happening. 

▪ ARC can and will advocate, but there is no official capacity for ARC to intervene 

▪ ARC will contact MARTA and follow up 

- Future Focus Game  

o is focused on asking people what they think the future will be, what about information 

on the futures we would like to see? 

▪ The purpose of this game for now is to gauge how pessimistic or optimistic 

people feel about the future in the region. It is also to introduce people into a 

discussion about the most likely elements to influence the type of future we will 

face. There are follow up questions which get more into where people would 

like to see the region go. 

- Open Houses 

o There are six meetings scheduled around the region, and promotions for these open 

houses will begin soon. The open houses are all scheduled for the month of October. 

o It was noted there currently is no meeting scheduled in DeKalb 

o Will send out an email asking for group’s opinion on how to promote the open houses in 

the local areas where they are scheduled 

▪ Libraries are a good meeting spot 

o Displaying cost for each type of transit technology can hammer home the cost of heavy 

rail, EG: DeKalb public meetings 

▪ Transit information at meetings will include 

• cost 

• connections and destinations 

• transit type 

o ARC will have a budget exercise displaying a set budget along with funding type rules 

▪ A budget exercise could be used to explain how expensive rail is and how long it 

takes to build EG: Interactive budget planning 

▪ Need to educate the public better 

▪ ARC should do scenario planning again 

▪ Some meetings have interactive scenario planning where costs change as you 

add things too 

▪ Can compare against other cities that are focusing on other things 

• LA, Minneapolis, etc. 

o These are an opportunity to educate people 

▪ cost of driving their car every day 

▪ induced demand 

▪ Tamp down people’s expectations for rail 

 


