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Metro Atlanta Speaks 2024

—A Summary Look at Present (and Past)




Metro Atlanta Speaks Highlights-2024 --|

* Views of “The Economy” (2024’s “biggest problem”) are not good
» People feel they’re worse off than they were last year (finances)
»Jobs hard to find
» Static on ability to afford emergency costs, but there’s a low bar
»Housing affordability a bit worse, from a similarly low bar

* Transportation not the dominant issue that it was, mid-2010s
» No increase perceived in “need” for transportation
» People not committed to transportation corridors as best growth option
» Transit still seen as just as important to the region as it always was, but...
»Willingness to consider taxes (for expansion) is declining slightly



Metro Atlanta Speaks Highlights-2024 --1i

* Emerging Tech Issues

* Slight drop in respondent share owning EVs “now”; also, drop in share
expecting to purchase EV in next five years—weighted to the young and
higher-income, core counties; for those not planning an EV purchase, cost not
as dramatic an obstacle; range and reliability >> more concern

* Residents conclusively “aware” of global and regional climate change, but
still think global threat more serious than local--concern “across the board”
has dropped some since last year

* Much trepidation about overall impact of Artificial Intelligence (Al)

* The Future

» Larger share expecting better next 3-4 years than did in 2023
» Typical spatial pattern (of more hope in less-well-off areas) persists
* Other Questions with Slide Detail: 911/ Ambulance, Value of Population Growth



Economy Biggest Problem in 2024
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Trends in “The Biggest Problem”—Last 3 Survey Years
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N eW a n d I m p roved Da s h boa rd https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/research-and-data/metro-atlanta-speaks-data-dashboard-2/
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SPEAKS!

Explore your Community’s Opinions!

For 2024, the Economy continued to jump the most in concern. Crime falls from the region’s greatest concern. Transportation continues a drop in concern following COVID19’s onset.
The Metro Atlanta Speaks survey (MAS) is the largest survey of perceptions and attitudes in the Altanta region that offers a statistically valid snapshot of residents across the Atlanta area on various topics. The Atlanta
Regional Commission (ARC) conducts this in collaboration with community partners. Find out more about the MAS survey in the FAQ.

Metro Atlanta Summary Results Breakdown FAQ

Select Question
BIGPROBLEM| What is the biggest problem in metro Atlanta today?

Historical Metro Atlanta Response RESponss
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* Detailed Survey Results breakdown tab only offered for Desktop and Tablet Viewing Sites
* Not every question was asked nor answer offered every survey year. Historical data for such questions and answers may not appear. Refer to the FAQ for more details.
*NA and DK responses are not shown on historical line graphs for tableau visualization reasons, but remaining ungraphed percentages. COVID19 response was only collected in 2020-21 and is also not show for visualization reasons (<2% for both years)..



Biggest Problem by Age Group
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Biggest Problem by Race/ Ethnicity
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Most (Especially in Suburbs) Feel They Are Worse Off Today Than A Year Ago...
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Ease of Finding a Job?—County and Region

Clayton 35.5%
Rockdale 42.7%
Gwinnett 40.1%

DeKalb 38.0%
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Ways (They) Can Pay..for a $400 Emergency...

Select Question
ECONOMY| How would you come up with $400 for an emergency?

Historical Metro Atlanta Response
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$400 Emergency—by Income Group

Full Question: Some people have a hard time dealing with financial emergencies, while others are better able to handle these situations...
We'd like to get a feel for how people would deal with an unexpected financial emergency. Suppose you had to come up with $400 for such an
emergency. Which of the following best describes how you would handle such a situation?

Demography

Less than $25K - 32%
$25K-60K - 20%

$60k-$120K I 6%
$120k-$250k I 2%
Over $250k |1%

Refused I 5%

Demography Filter

Not able to get maney right now
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| can’t afford to move to another house in my neighborhood....

Select Question

HOUSING| I could not afford to move to another residence in my current neighborhood right now
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I'd Pay More on Water Bill for Infrastructure Upgrades
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I'd Pay More on Water Bill For Upgrades...
By Age Group
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I'd Pay More on Water Bill For Upgrades...

By Educational Attainment

Grad/Professional Degree - 38.1% 27.9%
College Grad (BA/BS) - 35.9% 33.1%
Some College - 31.3% 35.8%
High School or less - 30.8% 36.2%
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Transportation as biggest problem “steady” now but plunged cf: late 2010s

METRO ATLANTA
SPEAKSEE; Metro Atlanta Summary Results Breakdown FAQ

Explore your Community’s Opinions!

For 2024, the Economy continued to jump the most in concern. Crime falls from the region’s greatest concern. Transportation continues a drop in concern following COVID19’s onset.

egion that offers a statistically valid snapshot of t

The Metro Atlanta Speaks sur

the largest survey of perceptions and attitudes in the Altanta

Regional Commission (ARC) conducts this in collaboration with community partners. Find out more about the MAS survey in the FAQ
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BIGPROBLEM| What is the biggest problem in metro Atlanta today?
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* Detailed Survey Results breakdown tab only offered for Desktop and Tablet Viewing Sites
* Not every question was asked nor answer offered every survey year. Historical data for such questions and answers may not appear. Refer to the FAQ for more details.

* NA and DK responses are not shown on historical line graphs for tableau visualization reasons, but remaining ungraphed percentages. COVID19 response was only collected in 2020-21 and is also not show for visualization reasons (<2% for both years).
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Perceived Transportation Need Significant and Stable, but Limited
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2024: Best Land Use Choice for Future Growth...
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Public Transit, Conceptually, Is A Winner!
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More Public Transit, When Asked To Pay For It?... Not So Much Support
2017 to 2024

Select Question
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Public Transit, When Asked To Pay For It...

“Summed Up”
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Public Transit, When Asked To Pay For It... Not So Much (Details)

B Strongly agree Agree Disagree MW Strongly disagree DK

City of Atlanta 28.1% 29.5%
Fulton 30.5% 29.7%
DeKalb 36.3% 32.6%
Clayton 36.8% 29.4%
Cobb 31.0% 30.1%

Metro Region 30.8% 32.8%
Henry 29.5% 31.1%

Gwinnett 29.0% 37.9%
Douglas 28.0% 33.9%
Forsyth 27.0% 33.7%
Rockdale 23.7% 34.2%
Cherokee 25.7% 38.3%
Fayette 22.9% 38.5%
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What’s New(er):
Metro Atlanta Speaks 2024
—EVs, Climate, Al Questions



(2024) Own EV?: By County

B Yes W No

Fulton 12.7%
City of Atlanta 11.5%
Cobb 10.1%
Metro Region 8.4%
Clayton 8.2%
DeKalb 7.9%
Fayette 7.2%
Forsyth 7.2%
Gwinnett 6.0%
Cherokee 5.6%
Rockdale 5.3%
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EV Ownership 2024 by Age Group

2024
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100.0%

(2024) Planning to buy EV next 5 years
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238 25.09 25.19
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(2024) Reasons NOT planning to buy next 5 years...

Gwinnett
Cherokee
Fayette
DeKalb
Henry
Metro Region
Douglas
Clayton
Forsyth
Cobb
Rockdale
Fulton
City of Atlanta

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

B Too expensive M Not comfortable with new technology M Inconvenience of recharging = Not sure about reliability ® NOT good B Advanced age/ no longer driving B Other B DK
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(2024) Global Climate Cha nge in Next 10 Years Thinking about climate change, how serious of a global threat do you feel

it will be in the next 10 years? Will climate change be ....

Clayton
City of

Atlanta S I
DeKalb 55.4% I

Gwinnett 54.4%

Fulton 57.6%

Rockdale 53.9%

Douglas | IR
Metro Region | ¥ U s e—
cobb | ¥ TR

Henry
Forsyth | . s
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Fayette | ¥ A s e ——

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%
B A major global threat W A minor global threat ™ No threatatall = DK
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(2024 and 2023) Global Climate Cha nge— Thinking about climate change, how serious of a global threat do you feel

"Agreement” (Major +Minor) Threat in Next 10 Years?

Clayton

City of Atlanta

DeKalb

Gwinnett

Fulton

Rockdale

Douglas

it will be in the next 10 years? Will climate change be ....

91.2%
89.1%

91.4%

86.0%

86.4%
84.5%

78.7%

83.7%

87.8%

82.9%

86.5%

81.6%

81.4%
81.5%

Metro Region

82.9%
80.9%

Cobb

Henry

Forsyth

Cherokee

Fayette

77.6%

80.4%

75.4%

74.3%
71.3%

76.1%

71.2%

74.6%

70.1%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%
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. ; : How serious a threat do you think climate change will be to
(2024) Reglonal Climate Cha nge in Next 10 Years the Atlanta metro area over the next ten years? Will it be....

B A major threat ™ A minor threat ™ Nothreatatall m DK

Clayton 55.7%

Gwinnett 45.6%

Douglas 48.7%

DeKalb 46.3%

Rockdale 45.5%

City of Atlanta 44.2%

Metro Region 42.6%

Cobb 38.3%

Fulton 43.3%

Henry 38.5%

Fayette 37.5%

Forsyth 30.8%

Cherokee 28.8%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

ONEgreaIREGION A :c



(2024 and 2023) Regional Climate Cha nge— How serious a threat do you think climate change will be to

Agreement a Threat in Next 10 Years?

Clayton

Gwinnett

Douglas

DeKalb

Rockdale

City of Atlanta

Metro Region

Cobb

Fulton

Henry

Fayette

Forsyth

Cherokee

the Atlanta metro area over the next ten years? Will it be....

91.6%

86.5%

0,

N (o]
82.2%

82.3%
81.5%

86.3%

R

.0%

82.1%
79.2%

87.9%

78.0%

81.1%
77.9%

6.0%
77.6%

84.9%

77.5%

79.6%

74.5%

73.5%

67.7%

71.2%
67.7%

73.1%

65.1%
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ResEondents Are Leery of Al

60.0%

50.0%

40.0%

30.0%

20.0%

10.0%

0.0%

42.1%

All respondents Cherokee
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B Mostly positive effect

Douglas Fayette

B Mostly negative effect

Forsyth Fulton

B A more balanced effect

Gwinnett

m DK

Henry

Rockdale

Will artificial intelligence have a mostly positive effect, mostly negative
effect, or a more balanced effect on our society?

9.9%
|| ] -‘I |||| I | I

City of Atlanta
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Likelx “Net” Effect of Al By Age

B Mostly positive effect B Mostly negative effect

50.0%
45.0%
41.1%
40.0%
36.5%
35.3%
35.0%
30.0%
27.0% 26.3%

25.0% 23.1%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%

5.0% l

0.0%

18-34 35-49
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27.8%
20.4%
I 14.3%
65+

Will artificial intelligence have a mostly positive effect, mostly negative
effect, or a more balanced effect on our society?

B A more balanced effect  m DK
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45.6% 46.4%

50-64
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Like |x “Net” Effect of Al: Bx Gender Will artificial intelligence have a mostly positive effect, mostly negative
effect, or a more balanced effect on our society?

B Mostly positive effect B Mostly negative effect B A more balanced effect  m DK

Man

Woman

Identify in other way

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%
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Finishing with (A Look at) the Future
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Pessimism for Future High, But Decreasing (incremental improvement)...

Fercantage of Respons es
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As you look ahead to the next 3 or 4 years, do you think living conditions in the Metro Atlanta area
THEN will be better, worse, or about the same as today? —

Historical Metro Atlanta Response
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(but) Higher Income Counties Most Pessimistic For The Most Part

Will Living Conditions in Metro Atlanta Be Better or Worse in 3 - 4 Years?

City of Atlanta
Fulton
Clayton
DeKalb
Cobb
Gwinnett
Douglas
Henry
Fayette
Rockdale
Cherokee
Forsyth

All respondents

0

X

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

B Better in 3-4 years ME Worse in 3-4 years M About the same E DK
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...And (Some) More Optimism in Less Likely Demographic Groups...

Black

Latino

Other

White

00
ONE!II'BaIREGmN

m About the same

M Better in 3-4 years

® Worse in 3-4 years
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Finances a Year Ago? By Race/ Ethnicity

Latino

Black

White

Other

0%

25.0%

24.9%

10%

32.6%

32.5%

20% 30%

Better off now than a year ago

40% 50% 60%

B Worse off now than a year ago

31.3%
35.9%
41.3%
39.8%
70% 80% 90%
About the same DK

100%
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Other New Qs:
Metro Atlanta Speaks 2024



Population Growth’s Importance

Clayton

Fayette

City of Atlanta

Douglas

Rockdale

Cobb

Fulton

Metro Region

DeKalb

Henry

Gwinnett

Cherokee

0.0%

region's economy"

"Being a leading area for population growth is critical for our
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Ambulance Access
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"If | call 911 because of a sudden illness or injury,
an ambulance will arrive in a timely fashion”
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