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STRATEGIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Thursday, Oeteber15January 14, 20165 — Meeting Notes
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Bob Reeves Lyle HarrisMattGeve
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1. Public Comment Period

A
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Co-ChairEric-DialChair, Julie Arnold opened the meeting with greetings and ealed-forpublic .«

comments—requested introductions of all in attendance. Fhere-were-ne-public-comments:

2. Legislative 2016 Preview

«

Scott H‘aqqard, Government Affairs Manager, gave a briefing on the activities underway at the Capitol < :

and reported as follows. :-The Georgia General Assembly started its 40-day session on Monda

anuary 11, and is expected to finish earlier than usual this year due to it being an election
year. Legislators will try to wrap up by March 24, with primary elections looming in late
May. ARC will be tracking the MARTA effort to allow its participating jurisdictions to put before

the voters an additional half-cent sales tax levy in order to build out a series of proposed

expansion projects, and this item has generated significant attention at the Capitol already. ARC
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will also be monitoring any developments with the proposed Georgia Legacy Fund, which would
dedicate a portion of sales tax revenue from the sale of outdoor equipment to conserve land
throughout the state. Finally, ARC will be supporting efforts to increase funding for home--and

community-based services in the area of aging, to remove additional persons from the waiting list.

Regional Snapshot

Audrey Spiegel, Research and Analytics Division, briefed the committee on the new blog site, 33°N
which shares research about the metro Atlanta Region and is managed by the Research and Analytics

Division, efthe-Atlanta-Regional Commission—The Regional Snapshots are now housed under this

blog site. This issue-entitledmonths’> issue of Regional Snapshot is entitled Mid-Wages Jobs in Metro
Atlanta, and shows the decline of middle-wage jobs, a hot topic nationally. Se—this-menth’s-Snapshet
exploresthistopic—While wages are declining for most workers, those stuck in the middle have seen
some of the largest declines since 2010. Some of the highlights, considering its low cost of living, metro
Atlanta has fairly high wages. The average earnings in 2014 were $57,168. Compared to the largest U.S.

cities, Atlanta has a lower cost of living index of 95.6. To put this into perspective, New York and San
Francisco, two of the most expensive U.S. cities, have indexes of 216.7 and 164, respectively. Houston
and Dallas have indexes of 92.2 and 91.9.

Despite relatively high earnings in 2014, overall wage growth has stagnated since 2010. 68—

That stagnation, or in some cases a decline in wages, is most apparent in middle wage jobs. Conversely,
wages in high-wage jobs have seen some modest increases since 2010.

When compared to a set of peer metro areas, growth in middle-wage occupations in metro
Atlanta is lagging significantly. Metro Atlanta has the largest disparity between middle wage occupation

and high/ low wage occupations.
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124. Coming-Attractionsfrom Communications-and-MarketingA Look Back & Preview of 2016

Julie Arnold highlighted the work that the center for Strategic Relations accomplished in 2015. Ms.
Arnold applauded the Center’ accomplishments and thanked each staff member for their contributions
and hard work. She wrapped up with the question “what is on tap for 2016?” Staff then had an
opportunity to share their goals and objectives for 2016.

5. Preview - The Atlanta Region’s Plan Micro Site

Paul Donsky, Manager of ARC Communication’s and-& Marketing division gave a preview of the fwe <« — | Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.5"

of-microsites-that-are-under-construction—The-sites-are-the- Atlanta Region’s Plan_micro-site. Mr. Formatted: Font: Bold
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functionalities that will be implemented.

Donsky navigated through the site while reporting ease of use and elaborated on additional %

“( Formatted: Font: Bold

6. Atlanta Region’ Plan Outreach Highlights
Jim Jaquish, Sr. Communications Coordinator, briefed the committee on the results of ARC’s outreach

efforts for the Atlanta Region’ Plan. During the course of two years, ARC employed a variety of
techniques to engage a diverse range of community members. The input from these community voices
influenced the draft policies for the Region’s Plan. Some of the platforms that were used for outreach
and input were as follows:

455 Community Conversations
6,300 participants in The Metro Atlanta Speaks Survey

360 participants in the Leadership Policy Discussions Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline

300 participants in the Building Opportunity Series /| Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.5"

200 Millennial Advisory Panel members also commented /" [ Formatted: Font: Bold, talic, Underline

-| Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline

~| Formatted: Underline

Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline

*( Formatted: Underline

Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline

o U

regional impact + local relevance



Formatted:

{numbering

Normal, Indent: Left: 0.5", No bullets or

- [ Formatted:

Normal, Indent: Left: 0.5"

[ Formatted:

Font: Not Bold, Not Italic

| Formatted:

{numbering

Normal, Indent: Left: 0.5", No bullets or

|

- { Formatted:

numbering

Normal, Indent: Left: 0.5", No bullets or

- [ Formatted:

Normal, Indent: Left: 0.5"

[ Formatted:

Font: Not Bold, Not Italic

- [ Formatted:

Normal, Indent: Left: 0.5"

Formatted:

numbering

Normal, Indent: Left: 0.5", No bullets or

Formatted:

Font: (Default) +Body (Cambria)

Font: (Default) +Body (Cambria)

Formatted:

Font: (Default) +Body (Cambria)

Formatted:

Font: (Default) +Body (Cambria)

regional impact + local relevance

Formatted:

Font: (Default) +Body (Cambria)

Formatted:

{
[
[ Formatted:
(
[
[
[

Font: (Default) +Body (Cambria)

(D N U WD W,




There being no further business for discussion, the meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.1:00-p-m-
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