
Atlanta Regional Commission 
Strategies for Safe Streets



The Challenges: 
Data, populations, policy, & action

• Where do high-frequency, concentrated 

crashes occur?

• Where do low-frequency, wide-distributed 

crashes occur?

• Who is most effected by transportation

risks?

• What actions lead to effective outcomes?



The Approach: 
Build “safe systems” via systemic action



Case Study:
Safety Trends for Walking, 
Bicycling, & Transit Access



The Trend: 
Increasing injuries & fatalities



The Trend: 
Increasing injuries & fatalities



Possible Targets: 
Opportunities to decrease injuries over time



Risks in the System: 
Data from crash records & locations



The Elements of Risk: 
Identifying factors in crash records & locations



The Elements of Risk:
Assessing factors in transportation system



The Elements of Risk: 
Assessing locations in transportation network



Effective Solutions:
Complete Street Elements

For Safer Streets 



The Distribution of Risk: 
Demographics, community form, & transit

The key elements needed for an 
active community are highly mixed 
land uses, short connected blocks, 
and high-quality infrastructure for 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic. 

Sidewalks, convenient crosswalks, 
bicycle lanes, quality transit service, 
traffic calming measures, mixed-use 
zoning, and connected street 
networks facilitate active 
transportation and save lives. 

These design elements are lacking 
in many parts of the region. Changes 
are needed in both land use and 
transportation practices in order to 
design active communities and 
adequate multimodal infrastructure.



The Elements of Risk: 
Factors in typical locations



The Solutions: 
Proven engineering tools for reducing risks



The Solutions: 
Providing safer walkways & crossing locations



The Solutions: 
Providing safer bikeways & community forms



Regional Safety Strategy:
Expanding from “small” 

modes to all modes



Next Steps: 
Questions to frame issues & actions

Issues
• What are the long-term trends for 

safety in the Atlanta region? 

• How do data patterns differ or 

coincide for various modes?

• How do road design, vehicle design, 

and human psychology lead to 

unsafe behaviors?

• How do travel patterns in the 

Atlanta region effect safety? 

• Who is most at risk when traveling 

in the Atlanta region?

• How do residents and decision 

makers view safe transportation?

Actions
• What are the roles for ARC’s 

policies to improve regional safety? 

• How can an MPO focus multi-

modal solutions on high-risk 

corridors?

• How can regional and local partners 

interact to improve safety? 

• How can an MPO partner the state 

DOT to reduce traffic crashes?

• How does ARC need to be setting 

Federal safety targets?

• How does engineering interact with

education and enforcement?



Next Steps: 
Schedule

Schedule:
▪ Q3 2020: develop project needs

▪ Q4 2020: procurement

▪ Q1 2021: project launch

▪ 2021-2022: project work & public engagement

▪ Q3 2022: final deliverables

Background Research:
▪ RSTF = technical advisory committee

▪ Peer regions / communities?

▪ Academic research? News? 


