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About the Metro Atlanta Speaks Survey

Annual public opinion survey that began in 2013
• Takes  the puls e of metro Atlanta  res idents
• Helps  guide the region’s  planning and 

decis ion-making

Most recently conducted by the A.L. Burruss 
Ins titute of Public Service & Res earch at 
Kennes aw State Univers ity 
• 4,121 adult res idents  acros s  core 11 counties  

were included in the Augus t 2025 s urvey
• Incorporated both landline and cellphone 

s amples  in addition to an online s urvey



Survey Highlights
According to older adults :
• Traffic, crime, and hous ing 

affordability are the bigges t 
problems  facing Metro Atlanta  

• Des pite concerns  over traffic 
and crime, res pondents  s ay 
they want to age in place 

• Seniors  are s plit on why 
hous ing affordability is  s uch a  
problem 



Biggest Problem

When as ked about the bigges t problem facing metro Atlanta , 
30% of the res pondents  age 65+ s aid it was  traffic, followed by 
crime (19%), and hous ing affordability (16%).



Best Solution

38% of older adults  s aid traffic problems  would bes t be s olved 
by improving roads  and highways , while 35% s aid by 
expanding trans it.



Aging in Place

Des pite concerns  over traffic and crime, res pondents  age 
65+ s aid that they overwhelmingly preferred to s tay where 
they are now (67%).



Aging in (the Same) Place

However, 51% of s eniors  s urveyed indicated that they could 
not afford to move to another res idence in their current 
neighborhood.  



Housing Unaffordability

41% of older adults  s aid the reas on for hous ing affordability 
problems  is  developers  are building too expens ive units , and 
39% s aid it’s  becaus e inves tors  are buying properties  to rent.



Financial Stability

While older adults  report hous ing unaffordability, on an 
individual level people 65+ are more likely to withs tand a  
financial emergency than other age groups  (83%).



The Optimists

Seniors  are the leas t pes s imis tic of a ll age groups  about 
finding a  job right now (45%).



The Optimists

Res pondents  age 65+ were als o more likely to s ay that AI will 
increas e the number of available jobs  (17%). 



The Optimists

51% of res pondents  age 65 and over think living conditions  will 
be better or the s ame in 3-4 years .



The Realists

However, older adult res pondents  were als o the mos t 
pes s imis tic about AI making life eas ier (44%).



Data das hboard available at 

https :/ / mas 2025das hboard.s treamlit.app 
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Questions?

Maria Sotnikova
msotnikova@atlantaregional.org


	ACA Committee Meeting
	Slide Number 2
	About the Metro Atlanta Speaks Survey
	Survey Highlights
	Biggest Problem
	Best Solution
	Aging in Place
	Aging in (the Same) Place
	Housing Unaffordability
	Financial Stability
	The Optimists
	The Optimists
	The Optimists
	The Realists
	Slide Number 15
	Questions?

