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Summary of Findings
Regional Arts and Culture Forums Research Initiative

In 2011, the Atlanta Regional Commission held Arts & Cultural Forums throughout the Atlanta region.  
The focus of each was to explore the role of arts and culture in economic development, quality of life, 
education and regional cooperation.  Participants also were asked to identify needed infrastructure 
and resources to support a thriving cultural community for the region. 

The Georgia Aquarium

Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed posited this idea at the City of Atlanta Forum.  This reference to The 
Rise of the Creative Class by Richard Florida, was supported by additional comments, including one 
from Atlanta citizen Louis Corrigan.  He is a private hedge fund manager who could choose to live 
anywhere, but has settled in Atlanta because of the vibrancy of the community and the many dynamic 
cultural offerings.  As a primary funder of cultural programs Possible Futures and Flux Projects,  he 
gave insight into what many argue will be the lifestyle of tomorrow’s workforce: global talent that 
is increasingly mobile and connected through digital computing networks.  This workforce - less 
dependent on hard infrastructure - will have the flexibility to prioritize quality of life issues in choosing 
where to locate homes and businesses.  Therefore, connections made between arts and culture and 
quality of life resonated in every forum: 
• Attracting artists to potential “cultural districts” may invigorate underdeveloped areas. 
• Encouraging the development of public and private funding sources for arts and culture will 

promote more robust cultural programming.
• Fostering coordinated regional access to arts opportunities – particularly across school districts – 

will drive the economy of the future “creative class.”
• There are 1,740 cultural non-profit organizations in Metro Atlanta, generating $502,192,525.00 in 

revenues and with $1,877,866,314.00 in assets. 

If a community isn’t seen as “cool” it is not going to progress in the future.

Moving the Spirit



Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

Access to the arts engender critical and creative thinking, a top criteria in hiring 
among 60 Fortune 500 CEOs, surveyed in an IBM study.

There was strong consensus that corporations looking to relocate to the region seek communities 
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Chairman of the Arts Board for Douglas County, asserted that an emphasis on arts and quality of 
life was a key decision in locating the National Red Cross headquarters in their community.  This 
idea was reiterated in Gwinnett County by Nick Masino of the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, who 
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representatives before their recent relocation to the community.  The connections made between arts 
and culture and economic development resonated in every forum:
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opportunities to foster the support of the arts community by businesses. 
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from marketing and visibility of tourism networks. 
�� Regional Chambers of Commerce and Economic Development professionals can play a critical 

role in the success of arts and cultural organizations.
�� As of January 2011, the 10 County Region is home to 15,326 arts related businesses that employ 

62,310 people.

Imagine It! The Children’s Museum of Atlanta



Arts patrons do not recognize geographic boundaries when pursuing their 
interests.

Sam Dixon, Executive and Artistic Director of Spivey Hall on the Clayton State University campus, 
emphasized this point by noting that many patrons regularly travel from other counties, regions, 
and outside of the state to attend programs at their facility.  Cultural programming builds geographic 
clusters of creative industries, as was articulated by both Spivey Hall and Arts Clayton when they 
discussed the decision to locate the National and State Archives in Clayton County.  
Midtown Atlanta has seen a similar pattern with redevelopment in the area around the Woodruff Arts 
Center – including the High Museum of Art, the Atlanta Symphony, and the Alliance Theatre – at 
its core.  Analysis of data collected in the cultural assessment supports arts and culture as a local, 
regional and national attractor for a community.  Diversity of programming – from Cowboy Poets to 
Dia de los Reyes to the National Black Arts Festival – is a strength for this region.  The connections 
made between arts and culture and the regional community resonated in every forum:
�� Cultural groups are not aware of available facilities throughout the region that may suit the needs 

of their cultural activity.  
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Cities and counties might consider collaboration and cost-sharing for new performing arts venues 
that could draw audiences throughout the region. 

�� A sampling of originating zip codes for ticket sales taken from eleven of the largest cultural 
institutions in the region shows 1,732,673���
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Though programming takes place in Cobb, DeKalb and Fulton Counties, transactions show that 
patrons came from all 10 metro counties and across Georgia and the U.S.  

Alliance Theatre

Fernbank Museum of Natural History



The arts are perceived as a “luxury that perhaps people cannot afford” in the 
current economy.

There is an immediate need for greater support and resources to sustain the creative industry in the 
Atlanta region.  To stabilize arts and cultural programming, communities overwhelmingly responded 
favorably to a dedicated funding source for this type of economic development.  In response to issues 
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were underway for “business as usual” practices in the arts community.  
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but individual ticket sales to events and programs seemed to be remaining steady or increasing.  
A decline in print media coverage may be offset by increased access to audiences through social 
media.  Corporate and private support has decreased, and there has been less participation in “gala” 
events.  Respondents further cited issues with affordable housing for artists, obstacles to identifying 
and training new board members, and the desire to collaborate through regional forums on a regular 
basis.   The connections made between arts and culture and sustainable resources resonated in 
every forum: 
�� The Atlanta region contains various models for community arts management, which include 
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�� Arts funding sources were also varied, including public, corporate/ private, public-private 
challenges, loans and grants, and philanthropic/ foundation resources.  During the course of 
the Cultural Forums, several small and mid-sized organizations issued emergency pleas for 
immediate funding, and communities did respond to the call. 

�� Agencies in peer regions, including Chicago and Philadelphia among others, have integrated 
cultural planning into long range activities of the agency. 

�� There are 641�������
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primarily used for cultural programming.  The rest represent cultural programming as a secondary 
use, such as schools and churches.  

High Museum of Art

William C. Carlos Museum



Images Above (top row from left): Spivey Hall, Clayton County; Cherokee Arts Center, Cherokee 
County; The New Depot Players, Rockdale County; (bottom row from left)  The Henry 
Players, Henry County; Artworks on the Square, Fayette County; Cultural Arts Council of 
Douglasville/Douglas County, Douglas County 

Front Cover Images (top row from left): Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Cobb County; Theatrical 
Outfit, Fulton County; Moving in the Spirit, Fulton County; (bottom row from left) Zoo 
Atlanta, Fulton County; Gwinnett Ballet Theatre, Gwinnett County; Michael C. Carlos 
Museum,  DeKalb County


