
MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 
Community Service Committee Resolution #1 

2015-2016 
 

Subject: Resolution by the Model Atlanta Regional Commission to encourage strong, 
multi-generational communities through the pairing of an older adult and a 
high school age student in order to promote an improved emotional and 
physical health status for both parties. 

 
Introduced By: Community Services Committee 
 
WHEREAS,       After a lifetime of working, raising families, and supporting their neighbors, 

senior citizens deserve strong support from their communities; and 
 
WHEREAS,   People 65+ represented 14.1% of the population in the year 2013 but are 

expected to grow to be 21.7% of the population by 2040; and 
 
WHEREAS,  It is not unusual for older adults to feel socially isolated because of the lack of 

interaction with other.  This isolation may cause many ramifications such as 
including: feeling lonely and depressed, being less physically active, having a 
greater risk of death, and having high blood pressure; and 

 
WHEREAS, Research has shown that social interaction offers older adults many benefits. 

Staying socially active and maintaining interpersonal relationships can help 
sustain good physical and emotional health as well as cognitive function. Some 
of the benefits include: a potentially reduced risk for cardiovascular diseases, 
some cancers, osteoporosis, and rheumatoid arthritis, potentially reduced risk 
for Alzheimer’s Disease, lower blood pressure, and reduced risk for mental 
health issues such as depression; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Due to the reality that many senior citizens have reduced interaction with 

people outside of their homes; it is possible that their quality of life may 
decrease in the later years.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Model Atlanta Regional Commission, in order to rally the 
support of local communities to the benefit of their seniors, proposes the “Adopt a Grandparent” 
program in regional high schools. The application of this program would encourage tighter knit 
communities while providing casual, accessible service hours to students in extracurricular academic 
or health clubs, as well as a chance to come into contact with a potential mentor. In conclusion, 
seniors would enjoy a higher standard of living and a chance to positively influence a youth through 
such a program.  

  



MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 
Community Service Committee Resolution #2 

2015-2016 
 
 

 
Subject:                       Resolution by the Model Atlanta Regional Commission to match 

elementary school students with successful high school students as 
mentors to reduce gang-violence and ultimately improve graduation 
rates.  

 
Introduced By: Community Services Committee 
 
 
WHEREAS, Atlanta needs to address the growing number of gang-related crimes, 

involving more than 20,000 gang members just in Atlanta alone; acts of 
violence such as assault, auto theft, distribution of drugs, drive-by 
shootings, and homicide; and  

 
WHEREAS, Gang-violence was once only associated with urban cities such as Atlanta, 

but the growing numbers of gang members have started and will 
continue to carry a strong presence in suburbs; and 

 
WHEREAS, Neighborhoods, often stricken with poverty and abandoned homes, tend 

to pose the highest risks for violent crimes and the recruitment of young 
children due to their lack of support systems; 
  

WHEREAS, The difficulties faced by youths desiring to escape from their 
communities’ traditions of gang activity are real and significant;  

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Model Atlanta Regional Commission, in order to 
decrease the perpetuation of gang recruitment and activity in its negative influence on 
graduation rates, proposes the “Mentor Match” program through local schools and youth 
community centers. By pairing successful high school students with the at -risk youth, we would 
provide stepping stones on the path to a gang-free future for many of those who could possibly 
have gone astray. The high school students could be incentivized through graduation cords or 
letters of recommendation to college in return for their time invested. By catching gang 
recruitment early, we have the chance to break the cycle in the Atlanta region.  
  



MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 
Land Use and Natural Resources Committee Resolution #1 

2015-2016 
 

Subject:  Resolution by the Model Atlanta Regional Commission to reduce the time and 

energy spent to sort materials in recycling bins, which will in turn reduce the 

cost of processing; reduce the amount of garbage sent to landfills; and 

increase the number of individuals who participate in recycling efforts. 

Introduced by:   Land Use and Natural Resources Committee 

WHEREAS,  The Model Atlanta Regional Commission wishes to facilitate the process of 

recycling and to encourage more people to recycle more material more 

effectively; and 

WHEREAS,  People commonly mix recyclables, non-recyclables, and other forms of trash by 

throwing all materials away in one type of bin, either recycling or trash; and 

WHEREAS,  In order for the recycling process to be effective, the material sorted at the 

recycling facility must contain as little extraneous material (e.g. non-recyclable 

waste) as possible. Excess time is consumed trying to sort out trash from 

recyclables. The extra electricity and manpower used during this sorting process 

can prove costly for the private company or local government; and 

WHEREAS,  Approximately 40% of current garbage output is commonly recyclable   

material;  

NOW, THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that the Model Atlanta Regional Commission proposes to reduce the 

energy and time used at recycling facilities to sort through the different types of material by 

implementing a novel type of recycling bin: one large unit with spaces to sort commonly recyclable 

materials such as paper, plastic, aluminum, glass, as well as regular trash. The compartments would be 

labeled with the material they are meant to hold. They would be made of metal and contain lids to 

prevent contamination. These would be modeled after those already in effect in Germany; 

 

AND, THEREFORE LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that with the purpose of introducing an increasing 

number of people to this idea, such bins would be located in public places, such as schools, universities, 

airports, and recreational parks. 

 

  



MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 
Land Use and Natural Resources Resolution #2 

2015-2016 
 
Subject: Resolution by the Model Atlanta Regional Commission to promote, educate, 

and advertise recycling techniques as well as current recycling programs in the 
Atlanta region to the students of the region. 

 
Introduced By:  Land Use and Natural Resources Committee 
 
WHEREAS, The Model Atlanta Regional Commission desires to increase the amount of 

materials recycled by the younger population in the region; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Atlanta region should focus on educating students through existing 

recycling and sustainability programs such as ARC’s Green Communities 
Program, the Keep Beautiful Inc. programs (such as Keep Atlanta Beautiful, Keep 
Decatur Beautiful, Keep North Fulton Beautiful, etc.), and the Cartlanta 
Recycling Program; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Despite the mandatory recycling unit taught in third grade, currently few 

students are implementing correct techniques to recycle and are concerned 
with its positive effects, and even fewer are aware of the current policies in 
Atlanta incorporated to make recycling more convenient; and 

 
WHEREAS, Young people, when motivated, take more initiative to actively create change in 

society, such as with the anti-smoking movement/smoking cessation programs, 
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, and numerous anti-smoking ads which have 
made smoking socially unacceptable ; and 

 
WHEREAS, If people are taught certain principles, ideas, and habits when they are young, 

they are more likely to bring those habits into adulthood such as the 
development of healthy food habits in order to avoid obesity (studies found 
from Purdue University, the New York Times and NPR) ; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Model Atlanta Regional Commission, in order to make 
students more aware of existing recycling programs in the metro area as well as serve a more active 
role in the “green” movement, proposes an addition to ARC’s Green Communities program, that 
encourages local governments to develop a relationship with local school systems to promote green 
schools.  Local governments should do this by adding representation of students on their local Green 
Teams and their Keep Beautiful Inc. teams.; 
 
AND, THEREFORE LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that such opportunity as a representative on the Green 
Team be actively advertised at Atlanta middle and high schools.  
 
 
 

  



MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION  
Strategic Relations Committee Resolution #1  

2015-2016  
  

SUBJECT:  Resolution by the Model Atlanta Regional Commission to organize an event 
that engages the high school and college students by presenting what’s 
possible for the Atlanta region in the future and have them react to it through 
an event called Future Fair.  

  
PRESENTED BY:  The Strategic Relations Committee  
  
WHEREAS,  The Model Atlanta Regional Commission desires to share its vision of Atlanta’s 

future that utilizes concepts of smart planning, tactical urbanization, community 
involvement, and the dreams of young people for their futures in Atlanta.  

  
WHEREAS, Citizens of the 10 counties and 71 cities that make up metro Atlanta, collectively 

indicate that they want walkable communities, and dependable public 
transportation; and  

  
WHEREAS,  The youth of Atlanta want to partake in the shaping of Atlanta’s future 

by expressing their hopes, dreams, and aspirations; and  
  
WHEREAS,  Residents, business owners, students, and community partners of metro Atlanta 

communities want to ensure a future of innovation and clean, efficient 
technologies that improve quality of life; and  

  
WHEREAS,  Atlanta region businesses and nonprofit organizations alike want to insure a 

bright, promising future for the region, where anyone, no matter their age, can 
be a part of its success;  

  
NOW, THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that the 2015-2016 Model Atlanta Regional Commission and the 
future MARC classes should plan, organize, and host an event that discusses and displays the Atlanta 
Regional Commission’s plans for the future of the Atlanta region, and give residents of the region, high 
school youth in particular an opportunity to react to the vision and share their ideas, policies and 
projects for the future;   
  
AND THEREFORE LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that this annual event would be known as the Future 
Fair.  The event will be educational, interactive, and entertaining, while perpetuating a 
positive future for Atlanta. The first Future Fair will be hosted in a community that demonstrates a clear 
understand of and commitment to the characteristics of smart planning and forward thinking, and will 
be designed in a way that will make it easy to replicate in other communities in the Atlanta region each 
year.  
 

  



MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION  
Strategic Relations Committee Resolution #2 

2015-2016  
 
SUBJECT:  Resolution by the Model Atlanta Regional Commission to create a website 

that can serve as a place information for MARC committees to share 
information and for MARC alumni to stay engaged and informed, as well as a 
place to inform the people of the Atlanta region about MARC and its 
activities.   

 
INTRODUCED BY:  Strategic Relations Committee  
 
WHEREAS,  The Model Atlanta Regional Commission wishes to educate the young people of 

the opportunities that MARC provides because Atlanta is growing at a rapid 
pace, and the youths today should grow with it, understanding its challenges 
and opportunities; and   

  
WHEREAS,  MARC is an organization that takes in the top students in the 71 cities and 10 

counties that make up metro Atlanta, and further develops their knowledge 
on Atlanta, cultivating future leaders who will be prepared to continue 
advancing the region and a world-class place; and  

  
WHEREAS, Having a continuously maintained website, specifically for the use of current 

MARC students and alumni, which archives the activities, resolutions and ideas 
of MARC classes, will help keep these ideas alive and accessible to interested 
the youth of Atlanta, and  

  
WHEREAS,  MARC plans on using this shared web space not only for MARC students to 

collaborate but also as a place where other individuals can observe the work of 
MARC classes; and  

  
WHEREAS,  The website would be created by MARC but hosted by the Atlanta Regional 

Commission;  
   
NOW, THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED, that the Model Atlanta Regional Commission class of 2015-
2016 recommends the creation of this website for MARC committees to share information and for 
MARC alumni to stay engaged and informed, as well as a place to inform the people of the Atlanta 
region about MARC and its activities.  
 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that, once the Model Atlanta Regional Commission Class of 2015-2016 has 
finished their period of work, this website transfer to the next group so as to not erase MARC's "mark."  
 

  



MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 
Transportation & Air Quality Resolution #1 

2015-16 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution by MARC concerning the lack of sidewalks and walkability in 

Atlanta areas. 
 
INTRODUCED BY:  Transportation and Air Quality Committee  
 
WHEREAS,  The Model Atlanta Regional Commission wishes to increase accessibility to 

walking for all Atlanta citizens in order to maintain health and happiness, while 
at the same time provide a valid alternative transportation option; and 

 
WHEREAS, Americans spend 90 percent of their time indoors which is detrimental to 

respiratory health due to toxins in building materials including drywall, carpets, 
and paint; and 

 
WHEREAS,  More than two out of three of American adults are considered to be overweight 

which causes a substantial risk of getting hypertension, type 2 diabetes, heart 
disease, stroke, respiratory problems, several types of cancers, and many more 
malicious conditions; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Walking is an accessible form of physical activity; free, low-impact, and 

appropriate for all age groups and can reduce all-cause mortality by up to 30 
percent; and 

 
WHEREAS,  An estimated 18 percent of adults in the United States suffer from mental 

illness; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Walking can relieve symptoms of mental disorders, resulting in improvements in 

individual quality of life and reductions in the medical costs for treatment, as 
well as improve cognitive performance; and 

 
WHEREAS,  More walking and less motorized transport decreases air pollution levels, traffic 

congestion, accidents, and traffic noise pollution;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Model Atlanta Regional Commission propose a website 
in which Atlanta citizens can submit their ideas for where sidewalks are needed as well as where they 
need maintenance and this said website be made known to citizens of various Atlanta communities. Any 
areas complained about should be analyzed by the Georgia Department of Transportation and other 
sidewalk building agencies to determine if necessary renovations or constructions are needed. The 
website should be maintained by the agencies collecting the data, like the GDOT;  
 
AND, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if sidewalks being renovated stretch over from one 
county to the next or one city to the next, those said entities contact each other to make sure no one 
walkability between the two areas is not haltered.  

  



MODEL ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 
Transportation and Air Quality Committee Resolution #2 

2015-2016 
 

SUBJECT:  Resolution by the Model Atlanta Regional Commission to lower automobile 
emission from automobile exhaust by raising awareness and instilling 
environmentally friendly transportation practices in youth.   

 
INTRODUCED BY:  Transportation and Air Quality Committee  
 
WHEREAS,  The Model Atlanta Regional Commission desires to improve air quality for metro 

Atlantans and global citizens alike; and 
 
WHEREAS,  People’s everyday decisions, such as driving alone, forgoing car maintenance, 

etc. increases air pollution which in turn deteriorates state of health for the 
planet and its citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS,  Air pollution detriments public health in a similar fashion to second hand smoke, 
causing asthma and other lung conditions, cancer, nerve and brain damage, and 
lowers life expectancy; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Today, nearly thirty million American adults and children suffer from asthma 

and increased air pollution makes their conditions worse; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Air pollution not only affects our health, but hurts the environment by forming 

acid rain and ground level ozone which damage trees, wildlife, and bodies of 
water; and 

 
WHEREAS,  Dirty air even causes economic downturns, for it contributes thousands of lost 

workdays due to people being ill from air pollution, as well as damages 
agricultural crop and commercial forest yields; and 

  
WHEREAS,  The Model Atlanta Regional Commission desires to ensure better public health 

for the future by educating youth about air pollution. Today’s youth are 
tomorrow’s workforce, policy makers, commuters, and society. They will be 
living in a world with worse air quality than today. Healthy habits, like most 
habits, have to be instilled early to become truly habitual and the earlier today’s 
youth learn about healthier environmental practices, the likelier they will be to 
act on them later on. 

 
AND, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Model Atlanta Regional Commission proposes a social 
media campaign in order to inform middle and high school aged youth about the detriments of poor 
environmental practices and teach better habits. That education will come in the form of engaging and 
interesting tweets on Twitter. Easy tips about how to change behaviors and adopt good habits will be 
stressed. The facts would all come from credible sources such as the Environmental Protection Agency. 
The Twitter page would be geared at all youth, and to make it youth friendly, high school students 
including those in MARC could run it.  
 


