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Land Use Coordinating Committee (LUCC)

Meeting Summary
Thursday, May 28, 2020, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

1. Welcome & Announcements

Mollie Bogle provided a brief overview of the GoToWebinar functions. She reminded participants of ARC’s
weekly webinars (Tuesdays at 2:30 p.m.) as well as the resources available on ARC Operations & Resources
webpage.

2. Planning with the Arts

Sam Shenbaga discussed how the arts are used in planning processes at three levels - as an enhancer, partner,
and leader. He posited that, generally, communities have broadly adopted a one-dimensional interpretation of
the arts within planning - as a visual enhancer. He finished by discussing the most impactful way a community
may integrate arts into planning - as a leader. He differentiated the three levels by indicating the use of art as an
enhancer and partner is often project specific, while the use of art as a leader involves an ongoing dialogue
within a community for the purposes of introspection and provocation, among others.

3. Using the Arts in ARC Planning Programs

Jared Lombard discussed the role of arts in Livable Centers Initiative and Community Development Assistance
Program projects, as well as local comprehensive planning. He indicated that the Community Development
Group generally uses the arts to encourage alternate modes of transportation and create great places and
provided examples of art within the aforementioned programs that is interpretive, interactive, and inspirational.
He highlighted the North Point Creative Placemaking Plan, Hampton’s Tracks to Progress, and City of Fairburn
Creative Placemaking Strategy. He finished by describing the Central Atlanta Progress and Atlanta Downtown
Improvement District’s Local Stories project, which uses the “remnant time” on digital billboards to tell the story
of downtown Atlanta through art.

4. Obstacles to Using the Arts in Planning

Michael Starling with the City of Dunwoody gave a brief overview of the use of arts by the City within its short
history, indicated Dunwoody’s belief in the process of development of the Public Art Implementation Plan being
as important as the final plan, and highlighted “The Picnic Table Project” which was established as a way to
support local businesses during the pandemic and evolved into a successful public art program. Julie Wilkerson
with the Macon Arts Alliance discussed the robust community engagement that was involved in developing the
Macon Cultural Plan 2020, which included a 50-person steering committee from a wide range of sectors,
interviews with 45 community leaders, and 929 survey responses, reiterating Starling’s assertion that “the
process is as important as the plan.” JR Olive with the Macon Arts Alliance provided an overview of the
implementation of the Mill Hill East Macon Arts Village reiterating the importance of continued community
engagement in fostering sustained support for a program. The panelists then answered questions from the
audience including what obstacles or difficulties they faced when incorporating arts into planning.

As a subcommittee of the ARC Community Resources Committee, the Land Use Coordinating Committee (LUCC) convenes its members to
give local insights to ARC’s regional planning work, and to collaborate on local land use planning issues in the Atlanta region and their
connections to economic development, the environment, transportation, historic preservation, and quality of life. This meeting agenda and
all relevant attachments can be found online at http://www.atlantaregional.org/lucc.
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