
The 2016, 2017 (&2018?) 
Drought

Katherine Zitsch
Natural Resources Division Manager – Atlanta Regional Commission

March 21, 2017



Drought



Northern Georgia in 
Abnormally Dry to Extreme Drought

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA

May 16, 2017



One Year Ago Northern Georgia in 
Abnormally Dry to Moderate Drought

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA

May 17, 2016



Lake Lanier



Source: Weather.com (05-13-17)

What’s Going On?



What’s Going On?

http://northgeorgiawater.org/current-water-stats/tracking-rainfall-throughout-georgia/



2016/2017 Lowest Inflow on Record for 
Period from October - April

May 16, 2017



Lake Lanier Elevation 2016-2017



Metro District is in 
Drought Response Levels 1 and 2

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA



What Does this Mean to Me?
(And My Utility?)
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Help Us Get the 
Word Out!



6
Six active lawsuits in the two 

basins (ACT & ACF)



Three Active ACT Lawsuits

• Georgia, ARC & CCMWA v. US Army Corps 
of Engineers

• Alabama v. US Army Corps of Engineers

• CCMWA v. US Army Corps of Engineers



Three Active ACF Lawsuits

• Florida v. Georgia, No. 142 Original
(US Supreme Court)

• Alabama v. US Army Corps of Engineers

• National Wildlife Federation v. US Army
Corps of Engineers
– Plantiffs also include the Florida Wildlife Federation, 

and the Apalachicola Bay and River Keeper
– Represented by Earth Justice (the group formerly 

known as Sierra Club Legal Defense)

… And, of course, Congress…



kzitsch@atlantaregional.com
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