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SECTION 1

Project Overview

Kennesaw City Cemetery
Purpose of this Study
The earliest known burial at the Kennesaw City Cemetery dates to 1863.
Formerly part of Camp McDonald, a Civil War training camp, the
cemetery has evolved over time. With its roots as the town of Big
Shanty, the City of Kennesaw is a growing urban community.
Commercial, cultural and educational institutions are drawing new
residents and visitors to the city. Demand for redevelopment is balanced
with the desire to preserve its historic core, and the City Cemetery is in
the middle of it all.
The City of Kennesaw has identified the historic cemetery as a
community asset that is strategically positioned in the city’s downtown.
Through a facilitated discussion with Cemetery Commission members
and community stakeholders, the city desired to create a strategy for use
of the cemetery as community open space and a tourist attraction. The
goal of the plan is to bring more opportunity to highlighting the
historical significance of the city cemetery and the opportunity to
present the space as a community asset. At the end of the process, the
city and the Cemetery Commission would gain greater insight into the
desires of the community and direction for continued planning and
promotion of the City Cemetery.
In addition to stakeholder interviews and community engagement, this
study includes a series of case studies and program highlights. Similar
to Kennesaw, many cities have identified ways to activate their historic
cemeteries as a unique reflection of the community’s heritage. These
illustrate successful implementation of programming in adjacent
communities for sites both large and small. In each example, the site
builds on the themes that emerge from its historic identity to engage
new audiences in new experiences.

June 2018

Initiate regular project
management meetings
between June and
December 2018

Initiate regular Steering
Committee meetings
with Kennesaw
Cemetery Commission
between August 2018
and January 2019

Initiate stakeholder
interviews with
community planning
boards in September
2018

Kennesaw Fall-o-ween
festival public
engagement event in
October 2018

Goals for the City Cemetery
As people come to the city looking for a connection, the cemetery
offers many possibilities. The following goals are a starting point for a
vision that will guide decision-making for future programming and
activities of the site, beyond its traditional uses.
• As people come to downtown looking for new and different
experiences, the cemetery will be a primary destination for
audiences with diverse ages, interests and backgrounds.
• Outreach activities will balance the cemetery as a historic site, a
place of public art and architecture, and a community greenspace
with the reverence and respect appropriate to a sacred space.
• Programming will strengthen ties between the decedents buried in
the cemetery, the extant structures in the community, and the
stories of Kennesaw, Cobb County and greater community.
Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

Taste of Kennesaw
festival public
engagment event in
November 2018

Final presentation to
Cemetery Commission in
January 2019

February 2019
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Cemeteries as Cultural Landscapes
Historic cemeteries are examples of cultural landscapes.
They are reflections of the past encompassing local
culture and history. Historic cemeteries represent the
evolving design standards and the ways people interact
with the land over time.
The National Park Service defines a cultural landscape
as a geographic area, including both cultural and
natural resources and the wildlife or domestic animals
associated with a historic event, activity, or person, or
exhibiting other cultural or aesthetic values. Cultural
landscapes can range from thousands of acres or rural
tracts of land to a small homestead with a front yard
of less than one acre.
There are four types of cultural landscapes:
• Designed – or consciously laid out according to
recognized principles of a style or tradition;
• Vernacular – or developed by the activities or use
of the land;
• Historic site – or significant for its associations
with events, activities or persons;
• Ethnographic – or associated with heritage
resources.
Historically, cemeteries served as civic open space and
parks. Local residents visited the cemeteries to
commemorate their loved ones and spend time with
their friends and families. The use of cemeteries as
civic open spaces declined over time and cemeteries
became sacred, peaceful spaces for remembrance.
Recently, there has been a reemergence of this trend.
Many cities are attempting to reactivate historic
cemeteries as greenspace to learn about local history
and culture, exercise, hold events, and honor the
graves.

Two publications by members of the Cemetery
Commission describe unique aspects of cultures and
traditions found in the City Cemetery.
6 Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

The Kennesaw City Cemetery and Other
Landscapes
The Kennesaw City Cemetery is a historical and
valuable resource to Kennesaw, Georgia. The Kennesaw
Cemetery lies near Camp McDonald, a former
Confederate training camp during the Civil War. The
earliest known burial was in 1863. The cemetery
contributes to the city’s rich history regarding the Civil
War. Due to the City of Kennesaw’s Civil War history,
cemetery is surrounded by multiple historic resources,
such as Camp McDonald and Kennesaw Mountain
National Battlefield Park.
The City Cemetery is located on a portion of what was
formerly Camp McDonald. Camp McDonald is known
as Georgia’s largest Civil War training site, and it is
estimated that 13,000 to 16,000 soldiers trained on the
site. The 7.5-acre site is located across from Kennesaw
City Hall and adjacent to Kennesaw City Cemetery.
The land of the site is undeveloped encompassing
trees, a natural spring, and creek. In 1980, Camp
McDonald acquired a National Register of Historic
Places designation. The Mayor and City Council of
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City of Kennesaw proclaimed June 11th as Camp
McDonald Day in 2014. Events regarding Camp
McDonald highlight the history of the site through
lectures, weapon demonstrations, and walking tours
Camp McDonald has a natural connection to
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. The
Park is a 2,965-acre National Battlefield preserving a
Civil War battleground of the Atlanta Campaign. It is a
national park in the National Park System. The park
offers a self-guiding tour highlighting points of interest
throughout the park, such as Kennesaw Mountain,
Sherman and Thomas Headquarters, Pigeon Hill,
Cheatham Hill, and 24-Gun Battery. The park has
monuments, historic markers, cannon emplacements,
19.7 miles of hiking trails, and activities for visitors.
The City Cemetery shares important connections to
these other two landscapes. They are connected by
geography, and they are connected by historic events.
With the possibility of Camp McDonald developing as
a city park (see Section 2), they are all connected as
destinations. Given their unique character, cultural
landscapes offer possibilities for new experiences.
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SECTION 2

Existing Conditions

Kennesaw Cemetery Partners
Activities of the Kennesaw Cemetery Commission

Community Stakeholders

The Kennesaw Cemetery Preservation Commission is
dedicated to the preservation and restoration of the
city cemetery. In collaboration with the Kennesaw
Cemetery Preservation Foundation, the commission
promotes the historical significance of the cemetery to
Kennesaw, Georgia.

In addition to members of the Cemetery Commission,
the following Commissions were interviewed as a part
of the stakeholder engagement process. All of these
groups play a critical role in the preservation of the
community’s history and culture while managing the
demand for new growth and development.

• Members of the commission compiled a list of
military veterans buried in the cemetery to
establish a record for research and memorial
purposes.
• Two books, “Members of the Masons and Order of
the Eastern Star buried at the Kennesaw City
Cemetery” and “Men of the Railroad Buried at
Kennesaw City Cemetery” were produced.
• Walking tours of the cemetery highlight the lives of
important residents and their contributions to the
history of Kennesaw.
• Decoration Day and Memorial Day ceremonies to
honor the veterans.
• Cemetery clean-up days aid the preservation of the
cemetery and encourage local residents and
organizations participation.
Activities of the Kennesaw Cemetery
Preservation Foundation
The Kennesaw Cemetery Preservation Foundation works
with the Kennesaw Cemetery Preservation Commission to
preserve and restore the cemetery.
• Organizes and manages the fundraising efforts for the
Kennesaw Cemetery, including the Annual Golf
Tournament Fundraiser.
• Funded infrastructure projects, such as Kennesaw
Cemetery Master Plan and fencing.
• Initiated the National Register designation for the
cemetery.

Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

Historic Preservation Commission
The purpose of the Historic Preservation Commission
is to promote historic preservation, educate the public
about the importance of historic preservation, monitor
the condition of all historic properties and structures,
and review and provide decisions on all applications
which involve changes in exterior architectural
appearance or exterior environmental appearance
within the historic districts.
Art and Culture Commission
The City of Kennesaw Art and Culture Commission is
the community outreach group and regulatory entity
for public art exhibits and events in the City.
Development Authority
The Kennesaw Development Authority (KDA) is
dedicated to the sound economic development of the
City of Kennesaw. It serves the retention and
expansion needs of existing businesses and offers aid
to businesses looking to locate in the Kennesaw area.
The Kennesaw Development Authority implements
economic development strategies by partnering with
our community for sustainable quality growth.
Downtown Development Authority
The mission of the Downtown Development Authority
is to create a vibrant downtown, with the assistance of
the downtown community, in order to unite and
establish viable businesses while maintaining our sense
of community and historic heritage.
Members of each Commission were asked to provide
feedback about the City Cemetery during a 20-minute
telephone interview. Through these interviews, greater
insight was gained on the role of the cemetery, the
ideas the community has about it, and story it tells of
the city and its citizens. A summary of feedback is
included in Section 3.
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Summary of Existing Plans or Policies
Cemetery Master Plan
In 2012, the Kennesaw Cemetery Commission and the
Kennesaw Cemetery Foundation supported the development of a
Master Plan for the cemetery. Subsequent fundraising efforts
have supported the implementation of a phased approach to
improvements. Stormwater management is accommodated by a
river rock lined stream and a gazebo and pedestrian path create
an attractive amenity for visitors. Improvements have been
made to walking paths and landscaping. Long term plans
include a memorial wall with cremation gardens and better
pedestrian connections to downtown Kennesaw and Camp
McDonald. The City Cemetery is located on a portion of the
historic Camp McDonald site, and the Camp McDonald Master
plan identifies two public access points to the cemetery.
The City of Kennesaw recently approved funds to install one
side of fence along the cemetery. Future plans include fencing
the entire periphery. The fence has been sensitively designed
with consideration given to the historic character of the
cemetery.
Camp McDonald Master Plan

Landscaping Detail for the City of Kennesaw Cemetery Master Plan
10 Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

Summary of Existing Plans or Policies
Kennesaw Comprehensive Plan

Kennesaw LCI Plan

The City of
Kennesaw completed
its Comprehensive
Plan Update in 2017.
The plan noted its
downtown as both a
challenge and an
asset. The city has
experienced growth
in diversity of the
population, as well as
the fact that those
families were solidly
middle class, making
above the regional
average for income.
The growth of
Kennesaw State
Approved Development Projects
University is
impacting the community in all areas of development,
including population, housing and income.

The City of
Kennesaw
completed its
original LCI study
in 2004 and
recently undertook
a major update to
the study in 2015.
The study area
includes most of
the city’s historic
downtown,
including Camp
McDonald and the
City Cemetery. The
original LCI study
identified the need
to make
LCI Concept Plan
improvements to
the historic cemetery, and the update identifies it as a
central greenspace area in the context of the Master Plan.

Greater greenway and trail connectivity was identified as a
priority for the community, as well as protecting historic and
cultural resources from the impacts of new development.
The Kennesaw City Cemetery plays a role in achieving both
of these priorities. As a central downtown greenspace and
historic resource, the cemetery offers a unique opportunity
for both connectivity and historic preservation in the context
of the city’s larger redevelopment goals. Downtown is
identified as a key growth area for the City. New
investments will attract new people interested to learn more
about the place they find themselves.

The 2004 LCI plan encouraged downtown mixed use
development in the form of a mid-rise residential/ retail
establishment to the northwest of the cemetery. The
resulting development has been recognized with awards and
accolades, but it has also created concerns about appropriate
use of the cemetery. The 2015 plan identifies a potential
redevelopment site at the former Martha Moore School,
which is just beyond the southeastern border of the
cemetery. Development proposals are currently being
considered for the site. As the city continues to encourage
redevelopment downtown, achieving balance with access to
the cemetery will be an important consideration.

Comprehensive Plan policies support the continued
development of greenspace and historic sites to promote
tourism and recreation, to serve as neighborhood amenities,
and to attract residents to downtown. New development
should be human scale and compatible with the context of
the surrounding area. Continued redevelopment will attract
new residents, looking for new things to do.

Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

The LCI study recommends working with the Arts and
Culture Commission to tell the story of Kennesaw by
activating public space. The City Cemetery provides just
such an opportunity to do so. The LCI study also
recommends implementing the Camp McDonald Master
Plan, which identifies two public access points to the City
Cemetery. Both recommendations also align with feedback
received from stakeholder interviews.
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SECTION 3

Community Engagement

Stakeholder Interviews
Stakeholder Interviews
The different perspectives on the cemetery and its
value in the community are an important starting point
for consideration. As a cultural landscape, the cemetery
is a sacred space, a historic site and a public
greenspace. Community feedback suggested that
concerns about greater access to the cemetery were
only represented by a minority of comments. The
majority of respondents understood that the cemetery
was uniquely positioned to share the story of the city
with a new audience that is eager and receptive to
learn. New programming should respect the unique
role of the site. But the opportunity for greater access
to history outweighed concerns for limiting access to
the site.
Members of each four city commission were asked to
provide feedback about the City Cemetery during a
20-minute telephone interview (see Section 2 for more
information). Questions explored their awareness of
activities at the cemetery, and their vision for the
cemetery. Respondents were asked for ideas about
promoting greater use and connectivity to the
cemetery, as well as any concerns they may have for
potential conflicts that would come from new and
different activities in the cemetery. Through these
interviews, greater insight was gained on the role of
the cemetery, the ideas the community has about it,
and story it tells of the city and its citizens.
The Role of the City Cemetery as a Community
Asset
• The cemetery has historical importance.
• The cemetery is a beautiful and pleasant landscape,
and a place for thought and reflection.
• The cemetery is a community greenspace that
could benefit from more involvement by citizens in
the activities of the Cemetery Commission and
Cemetery Foundation.
Opportunities for Greater Use or Connectivity to
the Cemetery
• There is support for the continuation of existing
events, including tours, memorial events, and clean
up days.
Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

• Wellness events, including walking or running events
that include the cemetery as a part of the route, could
be popular. The cemetery offers accessible greenspace.
• Storytelling and reenactments could tell the history of
the city. Collaborating with the Historic Preservation
Commission could create connections with extant
buildings to tell the story of how the city developed
and the families who built it.
• A greater social media presence would create more
awareness of events. This could be accomplished by
partnering with existing social media outlets managed
by other groups.
• Create a connection to the cemetery with other
ongoing events, such as the downtown walking tour.
• There is opportunity for special events organized
around relevant themes, such as Civil War and
railroad history, Halloween or other holidays, and
memorials or other commemorative events.
Promoting Greater Use and Being Mindful of
Conflicts
• Continue to increase awareness of the cemetery by
working with partners to promote existing events and
create new events.
• Incorporate programming that will appeal to new
audiences with diverse interests.
• Create opportunities to include children and younger
people in cemetery activities.
• Continue the beautification and gardening that has
already been initiated.
• Balance use of the cemetery as a memorial space with
more typical recreational activities, such as wellness
and dog walking.
• Ensure that new development adjacent to the cemetery
is thoughtful about potential impacts to the viewshed
and character of the cemetery.
• The benefits of activating the space will outweigh
potential conflicts. But it will be important to be
mindful that the needs of all users are considered
when new activities are introduced.
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Community Engagement
In addition to stakeholder interviews, two public
engagement activities were conducted in conjunction
with public community events. Respondents were
asked to place sticky dots on various activities they
would participate in if they were held in the City
Cemetery. The list of activities had been identified
through the stakeholder interviews.
The annual Fall-o-ween Festival was held on October
13, 2018. This event brought many families to Swift
Cantrell Park for trick-or-treating and a movie. The
Taste of Kennesaw was held on November 3, 2018 in
downtown Kennesaw. This event drew a good mix of
community members representing diverse ages and
backgrounds.

Most respondents were enthusiastic about the
possibility of more programming in the cemetery. A
few expressed hesitation, or felt that it was a sacred
space that should be reserved for memorial events. But
in addition to putting dots on events they would enjoy,
many people shared stories about tours and programs
they have experienced in other city cemeteries around
the world.
The Cemetery Commission, with the support of the
City and the Cemetery Foundation, have done
tremendous work to initiate activities that beautify the
cemetery and bring people for activities. Feedback
from the stakeholder and community engagement
activities should provide encouragement that many
other opportunities exist to create new experiences in
one of the city’s most important spaces.

Feedback Board for Youth Activities at Fall-o-ween Festival
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Star Gazing

Storytelling

Scavenger Hunts

Headstone Rubbings

Picnics

Special Events

Wellness

Movies

Memorial Events

Tours

Historical Re-enactment

Monument Maintenance

Landscape Maintenance

Live Music
Kennesaw Fall-o-ween Festival
Taste of Kennesaw Festival

The most interest is indicated by boxes marked in dark blue
Moderate interest is indicated by boxes marked in moderate blue
Least interest is indicated by boxes marked in light blue

Summary of Community Feedback Activities

Feedback Board for All Activities at Fall-o-ween
Festival
Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

Feedback Board for All Activities at Taste of Kennesaw
Festival
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SECTION 4

Case Studies

Overview
This section is split into two sub-sections: case studies
and program highlights. The community responded
positively to a variety of different activities. The goal
of this section is to provide many different examples of
ways that similar communities have activated
programming in their historic cemetery.
Case Studies
The case studies included herein detail the programs
and projects of Oakland Cemetery and Decatur City
Cemetery. These sites were selected because of the
depth and diversity of activities. A summary of
activities is included as a demonstration of the scale of
programming. Not all activities would be appropriate
or desirable for the Kennesaw City Cemetery. But they
may lend inspiration for future endeavors.
Program Highlights
The program highlights focus on one or more
programs from smaller cemeteries. Even with limited
resources and capacity, smaller sites have identified
their unique identity and created outreach programs.
As with the case studies, information on these
programs is shared to lend inspiration for future
endeavors.

The National Register of
Historic Places
The National Register of Historic Places
is an inventory of areas of a community
worthy of preservation. It includes
buildings, structures, sites, objects and
landscapes. The City of Kennesaw includes
several districts, including Big Shanty
Village, North Main Street, Summers Street
and Cherokee Street. There are also
individually listed sites including the Hiram
Butler House, The General, and Camp
McDonald.

The Kennesaw City Cemetery is an
important historic resource in close
proximity to all of these resources. As the
city contemplates an update of their historic
districts, consideration will be given to the
changes that have happened to the area
since the late 1970s/ early 1980s when this
area was first reviewed. Consultants for the
project have identified the potential of the
cemetery as a key component in National
Register eligibility, as a potential individual
site or part of a district.

Other individually-listed National Register
cemeteries in Metro Atlanta include
Oakland Cemetery (Atlanta), Marietta
National Cemetery (Marietta), Decatur
City Cemetery (Decatur) and Basket Creek
Cemetery (Douglas County).

Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan
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Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta
About the Cemetery
The Historic Oakland Cemetery is the oldest
greenspace in Atlanta, Georgia. It serves as a 48-acre
public park and the final resting place of many
important citizens. Oakland Cemetery is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. It is owned by the
City of Atlanta and managed as a city park. Though all
plots are sold, the cemetery is still used for active
burials. Local residents established the Historic
Oakland Foundation, a nonprofit advocacy group, to
maintain, restore, and promote the cemetery.
Oakland Cemetery offers visitors different events to
fulfill a variety of interests. The events, activities, and
volunteer opportunities are listed on the Historic
Oakland City website and social media. The cemetery
also serves as a wedding venue, greenspace, art gallery,
and classroom space. Approximately, 50,000 people
visit the public park every year.
Events
The Historic Oakland Foundation in partnership with
the City of Atlanta host a variety of events to support
the cemetery. The following are examples of these
events.
• Individual and group educational tours covering
different topics, such as symbolism, music, and
prohibition, are available to the public.
• The foundation created a self-guided scavenger
hunt with cryptic clues and riddles as a creative
way to educate visitors. The scavenger hunt
winners receive free tour tickets or free
membership to the Historic Oakland Foundation.
• All visitors have the option to do self-guided tours
using a guide from the Visitor Center and Museum
Shop, mobile phone dial-in service, or the Historic
Oakland Cemetery mobile application.

School tours lead students throughout the cemetery to
teach them about the citizens that shaped Atlanta,
Georgia. The school tours discuss a variety of topics
including art and architecture, symbolism, and the
Civil Rights Movement. The Historic Foundation of
Oakland also created guides for teachers to facilitate
the discussion about the historic and cultural
significance of cemeteries.
Other special events that promote the historical
significance of Oakland Cemetery include “Sunday in
the Park” an annual homecoming with arts, crafts,
food, music, and historical costumes ; “Tunes from the
Tombs” with music stages and food trucks; and
“Capturing the Spirit of Oakland Halloween" which is
an after-hours tour narrated by costumed reenactors of
decedents.
The Historic Oakland Foundation arranges events for
visitors interested in botany and horticulture. Daffodil
Day occurs when the heirloom daffodils are in peak
bloom, with plant sales, lectures from experts, and
garden tours. Tree Walks introduces visitors to native
and non-native trees in the cemetery and how trees
impact the local landscape.
Other events and fundraising efforts include the "Run
Like Hell 5K," Victorian Holiday Tours and Wreath
Sale, "Winter Solstice Yoga," and photography
workshops. The cemetery also has a museum and gift
shop on site. All proceeds for all events and
fundraising are reinvested into the restoration,
preservation, and promotion of Oakland Cemetery.
Projects
Oakland Cemetery has a Master Plan that guides
preservation and restoration projects. This includes
ongoing cleaning and restoration of monuments,
landscape improvements and restoration of the
hexagonal pavers in multiple sections of the cemetery.
A donation of a greenhouse structure reinstated the
1870s “hothouse” structure in the cemetery previously
destroyed by storms and neglect.
https://oaklandcemetery.com/
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Decatur City Cemetery, Decatur
About the Cemetery
The Decatur Cemetery is the final resting place of
many residents that contributed to the development of
modern-day Decatur, Georgia. The cemetery
encompasses recent burials and the Old Cemetery. The
Old Cemetery is one of oldest cemeteries in the
Atlanta Metropolitan Region dating back to 1825. The
Decatur Cemetery is the largest greenspace, 54-acres,
in Decatur, Georgia. As the city’s largest greenspace,
Decatur promotes walking throughout the cemetery.
Pets are allowed waste bags and trash bins are supplied
to ensure the grounds remain clean.
The Friends of Decatur Cemetery (FODC) is a
nonprofit volunteer group that collaborates with the
City of Decatur to preserve and maintain the cemetery
as a historical, cultural, and greenspace resource for
the community. The Old Cemetery received a
designation on the National Register of Historic places
in 1997. The organization maintains an active social
media page to promote the cemetery, inform people of
the events and projects, and discuss the historical
significance of the cemetery.
Events
The City of Decatur and FODC plan multiple events
throughout the year to inform people about local
history. The following are examples of these events.
• The FODC conduct individual and group
educational tours, “Second Sunday Strolls,” from
May through December.
• A brochure highlights the most interesting sites
with brief descriptions throughout the Decatur
Cemetery.

are announced in the Decatur Focus and displayed
in the Cemetery office and other city buildings.
• Every year, the Decatur Cemetery holds a Veterans
Day Service to honor over 1,000 veteran burials.
Volunteers placed flags on graves from veterans of
every war since the Revolutionary War.
Projects
The FODC established different projects as efforts to
restore and educate the public about the cemeteries.
Friends of the Decatur Cemetery began a project,
“Shared Memories. Enduring Legends,” to record the
stories from family members and friends of those
buried in the cemetery. With the help of the City of
Decatur, they established a cemetery management
software allowing public access to information about
the gravesites in including stories shared from the
“Shared Memories. Enduring Legends.” The
organization along with volunteers identified over 1,000
veterans by completing ground surveys, which helps
complete Veterans Day activities. They finished a
project that located unmarked graves using ground
penetrating radar. Several memorials and graves were
restored, such as the Wellhouse Gazebo in the Old
Cemetery, through a collaborative effort. In October,
the organization received a grant to erect a marker on
the grave of Henry Oliver, who was Decatur’s first
African American business owner.
http://www.decaturga.com/city-government/city-departments/
public-works/decatur-cemetery
http://www.decaturga.com/residents/community-groups/
friends-of-decatur-cemetery

• Self-guided and groups tours are available for
visitors.
• “Gardening among the Graves” is a volunteer
workday event to clean, weed, and plant in the Old
Cemetery. Various community groups, church
groups, civic organizations, and school groups have
participated on workdays.
• A photo contest was established in memory of
Nancie Still, former Chair of Friends of Decatur
Cemetery and photographer. The winning photos
20 Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

https://www.globalgrowers.org/decaturs-dinner-party/

Program Highlights
Marietta City Cemetery and Marietta Confederate Cemetery
(Cobb County)
The Marietta Confederate Cemetery is bounded by Marietta City
Cemetery and Brown Park in Downtown Marietta, Georgia. In the
1830s, the Marietta City Cemetery was established for residents while
the Marietta Confederate Cemetery was formed in 1863. Dr. William
H. Miller, a Confederate surgeon from Kentucky, and Confederate
soldiers were the earliest burials in the Marietta Confederate Cemetery.
The cemetery contains over 3,000 graves of Confederate soldiers. The
Marietta Confederate Cemetery Foundation and the Friends of Brown
Park, Inc. are dedicated to the preservation of the cemetery and
commemoration the soldiers.
The Confederate Memorial Day Observance, “Candlelight History
Tour,” and “Wreaths across America” are annual events organized to
honor those buried in the Marietta Confederate Cemetery and Marietta
City Cemetery. The Marietta Confederate Cemetery Foundation
organizes the “Candlelight History Tour” in October to teach residents
about the history of Marietta and lives of those buried in the cemetery
portrayed by local actors and volunteers. “Wreaths across America,”
which is held in December, involves placing wreaths along Confederate
headstones. Local organizations, such as the Kennesaw Chapter 241 of
the United Daughters of the Confederacy and Daughters of Union
Veterans of the Civil War, participate during events.
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/35169/marietta-city-cemetery
http://www.mariettaconfederatecemetery.org/

Liberty Hill Cemetery, City of Acworth (Cobb County)
Liberty Hill, located Acworth, Georgia, is one the oldest historic sites
in the city. The cemetery was established in the 1700s dating back to
1799. Liberty Hill Baptist Church, currently known as Acworth First
Baptist Church, was constructed near the cemetery, and the church
was destroyed by General Sherman. After the church was rebuilt and
sold, the cemetery was given to the City of Acworth. The Historic
Acworth Walking Tour highlights thirty sites, including Liberty Hill,
showing the city’s history.

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/34995/liberty-hill-cemetery

Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan
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CHAPTER 1

Program Highlights
City of Suwanee (Gwinnett County)
The City of Suwanee’s public art encounter, SculpTour, installs 20
pieces of art for a period of two years. Fan favorites are purchased by
the city for permanent installation. This is how "The Herd" by Phil
Proctor came to reside in the city cemetery. The eight goats were
created by artist Phil Proctor and symbolize the concept of awareness.
Kennesaw citizens and members of the Cemetery Preservation
Committee expressed interest in the installation of art in the cemetery.
There is an existing agreement between the City of Kennesaw and
Kennesaw State University to provide art for public spaces around the
city. This partnership could be expanded to include the cemetery.

Chapter Title Here
http://www.suwanee.com/engage/public-art

Myrtle Hill Cemetery, City of Rome (Floyd County)
The City of Rome’s Myrtle Hill Cemetery offers a self-guided tour of
over 35 species of rare or non-native trees. This cemetery is the resting
spot for more than 20,000 Romans since 1857. There is also a Mobile
App Tour that guides you through the graves by GPS as you explore.
The City of Kennesaw is currently in the process of creating an online
database that will allow researchers, genealogists, and citizens to learn
more about those buried in the cemetery. This will be an asset to the
city and a way to preserve its history.
http://romegeorgia.org/attraction/myrtle-hill-cemetery/

Utoy Cemetery, City of Atlanta (Fulton County)
Utoy Cemetery was originally part of the the Utoy Primitive Baptist
Church, the oldest Baptist Church in Fulton County. It was used for
burials from 1816 until 2006 and contains a number of slaves who
were members of the original church, two Revolutionary War veterans,
veterans from the Civil War, the War of 1812, World War II, the
Spanish-American War, and the Vietnam War. Atlanta’s first physician,
Dr. Joshua Gilbert, is also interred there. The church and cemetery are
both parts of a popular Civil War history driving tour.
http://www.utoycemeteryinc.org/photo-gallery/

Program Highlights
Oak Hill Cemetery, Newnan (Coweta County)
Newnan-Coweta Historical Society manages the cemeteries of the City
of Newnan. Oak Hill Cemetery dates back to 1833 and has a very
Victorian feel with the elegant statuary and box tombs from the early
days. Newnan-Coweta Historical Society hosts an annual cemetery
tour complete with actors in costume that entertain as well as educate
attendees with lively tales of cemetery residents. The City of Newnan
is also implementing a new database with GIS mapping which will
show the location of burials and grave spaces in the cemeteries.
http://newnancowetahistoricalsociety.com/

Fayetteville City Cemetery (Fayette County)
The Fayetteville City Cemetery, with the sponsorship of the HollidayDorsey-Fife Museum and Main Street Fayetteville, hosts an annual
Cemetery Spirit Walk. Guests can tour the cemetery with a spirit
guide and hear the stories of Fayette’s past citizens as told by actors
dressed in period attire for the citizen that they are portraying. In
addition to this, Fayetteville Cemetery hosts events on Memorial Day
and participates in Wreaths Across America, a nationwide event that
works with volunteers to place Christmas Wreaths on the graves of
veterans.
https://hdfhouse.com/event/cemetery-walk/

Douglas County
The Douglas County Cemetery Preservation Commission oversees
identifying, surveying, and mapping cemeteries, gravesites, and burial
grounds in Douglas County. All Douglas County burial records can be
found on www.findagrave.com. You can view genealogical links and
photographs here as well. The Preservation Commission also clean and
make repairs in one or more of the county’s cemeteries. The actual
work is performed by a group of inmates from the Douglas County
jail and supervised by commission members.
https://www.celebratedouglascounty.com
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SECTION 5

Conclusions

Implementation
The activities undertaken by the Cemetery
Commission, with support from the Foundation and
the City, have played a transformative role in the
Kennesaw City Cemetery. It is a place that people can
be proud of, that shows care for the citizens that have
built a thriving community, and is a place to be visited
and enjoyed.
The activities of the Cemetery Commission have
resulted in successful outcomes for existing programs.
The feedback from stakeholder and community
engagement activities further supports the idea that
continued programming will be well received.
However, the Cemetery Commission has limited
resources and relies mostly on the time and efforts of
volunteers. So it will be important to be strategic in
future efforts.
It is recommended that some activities be ongoing.
These include
• Continue offering current programs including
the tours and memorial events
• Continue to visit other cemeteries as a learning
experience and knowledge exchange for the
members of the Cemetery Commission
• Complete implementation of the improvements
identified in the master plan
• Support the role of the cemetery as a resource
in the National Register nomination process
As people come to the city looking for a connection,
the cemetery offers many possibilities. Three goals for
the Cemetery were identified at the beginning of this
document. It is ideal to revisit those goals in the
context of the recommendations for implementation:
• As people come to downtown looking for new
and different experiences, the cemetery will be a
primary destination for audiences with diverse
ages, interests and backgrounds.
• Outreach activities will balance the cemetery as
a historic site, a place of public art and
architecture, and a community greenspace with
the reverence and respect appropriate to a
sacred space.
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• Programming will strengthen ties between the
decedents buried in the cemetery, the extant
structures in the community, and the stories of
Kennesaw, Cobb County and greater community.
Based on feedback from Commission members,
community members and staff, the following
recommendations are a suggested course of actions that
can serve to advance the next steps. Presented over
the course of a five-year timeline, the following
activities are recommended as the top three items to
spur energy for the growth in activities in the near
term.
Develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
The City, the Cemetery Commission, and the
Foundation all play a critical role in supporting the
Cemetery. Working together to mobilize resources to a
common purpose will more readily achieve the goals of
all organizations. An annual update of the MOU in
conjunction with a strategic planning retreat will
ensure an active dialogue on critical issues that impact
the cemetery.
A Planning Retreat with Other Community Boards
It can be a challenge to find citizens with the time and
capacity to serve as volunteers on community boards.
It can also stretch the resources of city staff to prepare
reports and manage meetings of these boards.
Kennesaw has done an excellent job of creating
opportunities for citizens to provide guidance to the
City Council through their service on the Historic
Preservation Commission, the Downtown Development
Authority, and the Cemetery Commission, among
other groups. If it is a challenge to continue to recruit
volunteers for citizen boards, developing opportunities
for existing boards to mutually reinforce the work that
each is doing may help to bolster the gap.
Have a Presence at City Events to Promote the
Cemetery The City of Kennesaw is already invested in
placemaking through several regular annual festivals.
Using these festivals and an opportunity to engage and
educate the community about the cemetery can
increase champions for the site and patrons for the
programs. It is an opportunity to recruit new support
for the Foundation, and new volunteers for ongoing
activities.
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Implementation
Partners
Year 1

Year 2

• Encourage the city to facilitate a planning retreat
with other community board that have a say in
downtown development; consider making this an
annual event.
• Develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
to define the relationships and responsibilities
among the Cemetery Commission, the Cemetery
Foundation and the City; the MOU should be
updated annually.
• Initiate a process to participate in the development
review process for any project that potential creates
conflicts with the historical integrity or viewshed of
the cemetery.

Year 3

Programs
• Develop two new programs in the next five years
through either partnering with an existing
program or creating an entirely unique offering.
Example: partner to create a wellness opportunity
in the cemetery with a group already working in
this space, such as a fun run or yoga class
Example: initiate a juried art competition in the
area of photography, painting, drawing, etc that
will offer a modest cash prize and recognition of
the winning entry displayed in public building,
such as City Hall
Example: develop a regular lecture series, book
signing, or similar event, which promotes the
cemetery, but may not actually be held at the
cemetery

• Identify new sponsors for potential programming,
and identify those programs that they would have
an interest in promoting.
• Evaluate the success of current clean up days and
consider adding another clean up day to the ones
that are already undertaken, or identify an
alternative method of achieving the same
outcomes.

Year 4
• Identify the logical champions for the cemetery and
create a plan to engage their support; examples
include family members, funerary industry,
historical societies, railroad industry, and those with
an interest in landscapes.

Year 5
• Cultivate relationships with five new partners (1 per
year) and identify a mutually beneficial task or
outcome of the partnership.

26 Kennesaw Cemetery Commission Strategic Plan

• Explore opportunities for more ambitious
programs, such as star gazing, movies or
concerts, and develop short and long-term
recommendations about making these things
happen.

Implementation
Other Resources
Outreach
Year 1

Year 2

• Document the critical themes encompassed by
the cemetery in order to help with decisionmaking about appropriate activities on the site.
The National Register nomination could inform
this decision.
• Create one new outlet for advertising or outreach
through social media or print media. Partnering
with an existing entity is encouraged.

• Identify one major youth outreach opportunity
with a school group, scouting group, or
community club, and work to jointly develop the
appropriate content.

Year 3

• Have a presence at city events (such as the
Fall-o-Ween Festival) to promote the cemetery
and its programs to new audiences.

• Create a mechanism for regular interview and
feedback for partners, sponsors and champions.
Ensure that programming is being responsive to
the needs of the community.

Year 4

Year 5

Kennesaw is a Certified Local
Government, which means that it
is eligible to apply for resources
through the Historic Preservation Fund
administered by the State Historic
Preservation Office. These funds can be
used for a variety of activities, including
surveys, preservation planning,
educational activities, and publications.
Historic Preservation Fund grants
have been used for projects in historic
cemeteries.
https://georgiashpo.org/hpfgrants

The National Center for Preservation
Technology and Training provides
technical resources on a variety
of historic preservation topics, as
well direct and competitive grants
to promote research and training
opportunities in preservation
technology.
Technical resources: https://
www.ncptt.nps.gov/articles/
cemetery-conservation/
Grants: https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/
grants/preservation-technology-andtraining-grants/

The Foundation Center is a non-profit
organization that collects data on the
resources and trends of philanthropic
giving. The City of Atlanta has one
of five Foundation Center libraries
located in the United States. In
addition to online resources that may
help to identify private philanthropy
that supports the programs and
themes identified in the Kennesaw
Cemetery, it is beneficial to metro
Atlanta organizations to have the staff
and resources of a Foundation Center
library so close to home.
https://foundationcenter.org/
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Section 6

Appendix

Other Cemeteries in Kennesaw,

The map shows additional cemeteries in Kennesaw, Georgia.
The recommended strategies listed in the document can be
applied to these sites. Ownership of the cemeteries must be
considered before implementing the recommended strategies.

• Morgan Hill Cemetery
• Noonday Extension Cemetery
• Pineridge Memorial Park

• Cherokee Street Cemetery

• Roberts Cemetery

• Geers Chapel

• Sardis Street Baptist Church Cemetery

• Gresham Cemetery
• Henderson Cemetery
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