
Draft for approval by TCC on 09/06/19; TAQC on 09/12/19 and ARC on 09/25/19 

 

 

DATE:  September 25, 2019      

 

 

ISSUE SUMMARY:   FIVE-PARTY MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

 

FROM:   Charlotte Nash, Transportation & Air Quality Committee 

 

IMPORTANCE:  For a Metropolitan Planning Area, such as Atlanta, federal regulations 

require that the metropolitan planning organization, the State, and public transportation 

operators serving the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) cooperatively determine their 

mutual responsibilities in carrying out the metropolitan transportation planning process and 

clearly identity these responsibilities in a written agreement. 

 

This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is intended to provide a framework for the 

continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process in the Atlanta 

MPA to avoid duplication of effort and optimize transportation planning and investments.  In 

addition to ARC, other signatory agencies to the MOA are the Atlanta-region Transit Link 

Authority, the Georgia Department of Transportation, the Georgia Regional Transportation 

Authority, and the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority. 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  Approval. 
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A RESOLUTION BY THE ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION  
APPROVING THE FIVE-PARTY MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Regional Commission is the designated Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) for transportation planning in 20 counties within the adopted Atlanta 

Metropolitan Transportation Planning Boundary; and 

 

WHEREAS, this planning area includes 13 counties in total (Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, 

Coweta, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Forsyth, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry, Paulding, Rockdale) 

and portions of seven counties (Barrow, Bartow, Carroll, Newton, Pike, Spalding, Walton); 

and 

 

WHEREAS, for a Metropolitan Planning Area such as Atlanta, federal regulations require 

that the metropolitan planning organization, the State, and public transportation operators 

serving the MPA cooperatively determine their mutual responsibilities in carrying out the 

metropolitan transportation planning process and clearly identity these responsibilities in a 

written agreement per 23 CFR § 450.314(a), and 

 

WHEREAS, the current Memorandum of Agreement was last revised in 2009, prior to the 

creation of the Atlanta-region Transit Link Authority, and 

 

WHEREAS, the role of the current four signatory agencies (Atlanta Regional 

Commission, Georgia Department of Transportation, Georgia Regional Transportation 

Authority and Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority) have evolved significantly 

over the past ten years, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Atlanta-Region Transit Link Authority is the authority established under 

Georgia law in 2018 to serve as the regional transit planning and funding governance 

entity for 13 counties in metro Atlanta: Cherokee, Clayton, Coweta, Cobb, DeKalb, 

Douglas, Fayette, Forsyth, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry, Paulding and Rockdale, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Georgia Department of Transportation is designated as the state 

transportation agency under Georgia law to carry out a statewide transportation planning 

process as required by Title 23 USC § 135, is authorized by OCGA § 32-2-2 to organize, 

administer and operate an efficient and modern system of public roads and other modes of 

transportation including public transit, rail, aviation and ports, and also administers 49 

U.S.C.A. §§ 5311 and 5303/5304 funding programs statewide, including within the Atlanta 

MPA, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority was created by State 

legislation in 1999 for purposes of managing or causing to be managed land transportation 

and air quality within certain areas of Georgia and in June 2000 was assigned the 

responsibility to approve the Atlanta TIP on behalf of the Governor under OCGA § 50-32-

13, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority is an independent authority 

established and governed by the MARTA Act of 1965, provides services in the City of 

Atlanta, Clayton County, DeKalb County, Fulton County and DeKalb, and by State law 

shall serve as the sole operator of heavy rail in the ATL jurisdiction, and 
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WHEREAS, staff of the five agencies have met over a period of several months and 

reached consensus on the respective roles and responsibilities of each in fulfilling federal 

metropolitan transportation planning requirements associated with the Regional 

Transportation Plan, the Transportation Improvement Program, the Unified Planning Work 

Program, air quality, public involvement and general transportation planning activities, and 

 

WHEREAS, these roles and responsibilities have been incorporated into a new Five-Party 

Memorandum of Agreement, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Five-Party Memorandum of Agreement also provides additional 

contextual information on the MPO process and the purpose of the document, and 

 

WHEREAS, all five agencies are required to approve the Five-Party Memorandum of 

Agreement to satisfy federal requirements, and an approval schedule has been agreed upon 

to accomplish that outcome. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Atlanta Regional Commission 

approves the Five-Party Memorandum of Agreement. 

 
 


