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DATE:   September 4, 2020   

ISSUE SUMMARY: 

FROM: Mike Alexander, Director, Center for Livable Communities 

IMPORTANCE: 

Since the early 1990s, the Atlanta region has been at the forefront of implementing 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and Transportation System Management and 
Operations (TSMO) initiatives with groundbreaking deployments like the Georgia 
NaviGAtor System (including HERO service patrols), and the Regional Traffic Operations 
Program (RTOP), a nationally recognized arterial management program. These two 
strategies alone, have had a tremendous impact on travel time reliability and safety, as the 
region continued to grow rapidly. 

Transportation technology has recently undergone a significant transformation and is 
expected to continue to evolve very rapidly.  The region must be more prepared for the 
proliferation of connected infrastructure, availability of real-time travel data, and private 
sector innovation that will fundamentally change the way people and goods move.  This 
transformation is changing the expectations and behavior of travelers, freight, businesses, 
and public agencies.  

Today, there is a real need to imagine the collective future in light of the new opportunities 
and real uncertainties posed by this transformation. The Regional TSMO Vision and ITS 
Architecture Update establishes this by having achieved the following objectives: 

• Facilitate rigorous stakeholder engagement around a forward-thinking vision for
TSMO and strengthen relationship between planning and operations professionals.

• Assess and compare the region’s TSMO/ITS inventory and identify gaps.
• Modernize and expand the Regional ITS Architecture.
• Identify interoperable approaches to TSMO and ITS innovation.
• Identify enterprise-level data environments for TSMO
• Identify a strategic roadmap for regional deployment with a focus on early success.

ACTION REQUIRED:  Approval 
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A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS 
VISION AND REGIONAL INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

ARCHITECTURE UPDATE 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Atlanta Regional Commission is the designated Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) for transportation planning within the Atlanta Metropolitan Area 
Boundary which includes all or portions of 20 counties; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Regional Policy Framework includes a goal of “Ensuring A Comprehensive 
Transportation Network, Incorporating Regional Transit and 21st Century Technology;” and 
 
WHEREAS, at the metropolitan level, planning for TSMO often is led or facilitated by 
the MPO, which convenes a group of TSMO stakeholders, typically including State 
DOTs, local governments, and public transit operators, to advance TSMO in the region; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the benefits of transportation systems management and operations (TSMO) are 
achieved through coordinated, strategic implementation and ongoing support through day-to-
day operations and maintenance, requiring deliberate planning and monitoring; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Regional Transportation Systems Management and Operations Vision and 
Regional Intelligent Transportation Systems Architecture study serves as the all-
encompassing groundwork on how to advance TSMO and ITS in the Atlanta region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the TSMO Strategic Action Plan is one of the key deliverables of the study, and 
lays out a strategic, ten-year course of action that will strengthen partnerships between 
planning and operations as well as public and private parties. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Atlanta Regional Commission adopts 
the Regional Transportation Systems Management and Operations Vision and Regional 
Intelligent Transportation Systems Architecture Update Plan. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ARC directs staff to implement the accompanying 
TSMO Strategic Action Plan, and provide annual updates to the TAQC and the Board on the 
status of the progress made. 


