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Douglas County

Leading the Way to Sustainability 
In 2009, Douglas County was one of the first communities to be certified “Green” under the Atlanta Regional 
Commission’s Green Communities Program. The county reaffirmed its commitment to being green in 2013, 
when it recertified as a Green Community at the Bronze level. The following measures have been implemented  
by Cobb County to reduce its environmental impact and promote sustainability. These measures received points 
for certification. 

Green Building
 » The new LEED Certified Douglas County Sheriff’s Office and Jail is a full service law enforcement and 

detention center containing approximately 500,000 sq. /ft. of space.

 » Requires new buildings constructed and owned by the county to be certified Energy Star or EarthCraft 
Light Commercial.

 » Requires local government building renovations to be Energy Star certified. 

 » Offers expedited plan review, plans processing and permitting for LEED, EarthCraft and Energy Star 
certified projects in the county.

Energy Efficiency
 » Energy Star purchasing policy to purchase energy-efficient equipment and appliances. The county’s 

Energy Star purchases include three new document scanners and a network color LaserJet printer.

 » All 103 traffic signals (state, city and county owned or maintained) within the county have been 
retrofitted or newly constructed with LEDs. The county also converted school zone flasher assemblies 
to LED signal heads. The county now consumes one third of the amount of energy previously used to 
power its electronic traffic control devices.

 » Adopted a lights out/power down policy requiring employees and maintenance staff to turn off lights 
and all other non-essential electronic equipment when not in use. To aid in the implementation of the 
policy, the county has installed occupancy light sensors in all restrooms in the Courthouse.
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 » Installed a cool roof on the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office and Jail. Educational materials are 
provided in the lobby to educate visitors about the benefits of cool roofs.

 » Has a program in place to replace inefficient incandescent and halogen light bulbs with LEDs as they 
burn out, where feasible. Elevators in the Courthouse have been transitioned to LED lighting. The 
Douglas County Dog River Library features LED lighting on all outdoor lights.

Green Power
 

 » Encourages the installation of solar projects by offering expedited plan reviews for builders and 
developers that incorporate solar energy elements, including photovoltaic or solar water heaters, into 
their projects.

Water Efficiency
 » The retention pond at Boundary Waters collects rainwater and is used to water ball fields at the park. 

The E-911 building was designed and built with two 20,000 gallon tanks on-site for the storage of 
rainwater that can be used to flush toilets and for irrigation. The Dog River Library incorporates rain 
runoff channels into landscapes design to be irrigated by roof runoff.

 » Georgia Department of Community Affairs WaterFirst Community since 2008. 

 » Completed its audit with the Georgia Environmental Protection Division and is in compliance with the 
Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District’s Water Supply and Water Conservation 
Management Plan, Wastewater Management Plan and Watershed Management Plan.

Trees & Greenspace
 » There are more than 35 acres of protected greenspace for every 1,000 county residents. 

 » In November 2000, the county adopted a comprehensive Greenspace Plan that incorporates parks, 
nature preserves and recreational centers. The county continues to investigate and evaluate any 
potential purchases and donations of park and other greenspace when opportunities present on a 
case-by-case basis, such as the recent acquisition of flood-prone properties. 
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Transportation & Air Quality
 » Green fleet policy that gives a preference for purchasing fuel-efficient and low emission vehicles. 

 » Adopted an anti-idling policy to prevent city vehicles from idling more than three minutes. 

 » Adopted Community Transportation Plan that includes a complete streets policy, which is an initiative 
to design and build roads that adequately accommodate all users of a corridor, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, users of mass transit, people with disabilities, the elderly, motorists, freight providers, 
emergency responders and adjacent land users. 

 » Created the Douglas Traffic Control Center (TCC) to connect 18 traffic signals and two coordinated 
signal systems. The project included the installation of two closed circuit television cameras to monitor 
traffic flow and conditions. All intelligent video detection systems along the corridor are connected to 
the TCC for signal system timing and corridor maintenance and improved monitoring capabilities. 
The TCC allows for optimal timing, improved traffic flow, and an improvement in air quality.

 » Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) began in 2008 and is managed by the Douglas County 
Department of Transportation. A County School Related Needs Assessment was developed, a SRTS 
Coalition of key community partners was formed and the first individual school plan and engineering 
projects were developed for Chapel Hill Elementary. Subsequently, the county implemented a plan 
and engineering project for Lithia Springs Elementary School.

 » Adopted Community Transportation Plan that includes bicycle and pedestrian friendly policies. The 
county has built an initial segment of the Chattahoochee Hill Country Regional Greenway Trail at 
Boundary Waters Park.

 » Unified Development Code identifies parking maximums by type of use and opportunities for shared 
parking. In addition to this, the county operates a Vanpool that utilizes shared parking in multiple 
locations rather than construct private type parking areas.

Recycling & Waste Reduction
 

 » Adopted an environmentally preferable purchasing policy to purchase products that are recyclable, 
reusable or contain recycled materials, as long as the purchase price does not exceed 10 percent of the 
cost of a less sustainable product. The product comparison includes life cycle cost considerations, 
when applicable. 

 » Recycling bins for paper, aluminum, and plastic materials are provided at the Douglas County 
Courthouse. In addition, the county recycles plastic bubble wrap and sends shredded paper to the 
county animal control center for use in their operations.
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 » Non-traditional product recycling at government facilities. All electronics used by the county are 
auctioned or recycled and all the fluorescent lights at the courthouse are recycled. There are numerous 
bins throughout the Courthouse accepting batteries, toner and ink cartridges and cell phones.

 » Non-traditional recycling opportunities are provided to the community. Citizens can recycle 
electronics and batteries at the landfill and recycle cell phones at the Courthouse.

Land Use
 

 » Located a government facility on a previous brownfield site. The home onsite was renovated to be the 
Government Services Operations building and serves as offices for three county managers. 

 » Encourages mixed use development in the Unified Development Code by offering developers increased 
density bonuses for projects that incorporate mixed use design principles. Encourages traditional 
neighborhood development per the Highway 92 Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Plan and in the 
Highway 92 Village Overlay in the Unified Development Codes.

Education
 

 » The Douglas County Green Communities Program web page was launched to inform its residents and 
staff on the sustainability measures being implemented by the county. 

Innovation
 

 » Google and the Douglasville – Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority (WSA) teamed up to implement 
a joint public/private water reuse project designed to conserve water. The water reuse project is Google’s 
first reuse water system in the U.S. and the first of its kind in Georgia. The project supplies make-up water 
for the cooling towers at Google’s Douglas County data center. WSA diverts up to 30 percent of effluent 
water from a nearby wastewater treatment plant to a second plant, which treats and supplies Google’s 
cooling towers. Google’s utilization of reuse water allows WSA to not only increase the community’s 
drinking water supply and treatment capacity to meet the area’s true potable water needs, but also 
reduces the need to expand WSA’s existing water supply system to meet the additional peak summer 
demands that would exist if the data center was using potable water for its cooling towers.

 » Following a devastating flood in 2009, a small neighborhood near Sweetwater Creek was left abandoned and 
unusable. Douglas County took the initiative to purchase condemned homes from those willing to sell them. 
After the condemned homes were purchased, Douglas County demolished them and returned the area 
back to a natural state. Approximately 10 acres of newly refreshed land became part of Wren Circle Park.

For more information on all the certified communities, visit the Certified Green Communities webpage at  
http://atlantaregional.com/environment/green-communities.


