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City of Chamblee

Leading the Way to Sustainability 
In 2018, the City of Chamblee upgraded from the Bronze level to the Gold level under the Atlanta Regional 
Commission’s Green Communities Program. The city has implemented — and received points for — the following 
measures that reduce its environmental impact and promote sustainability. 

Green Building
 » Requires all new city-owned buildings to achieve Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), 

EarthCraft, or Green Globes certification.

 » Requires all local government building renovations to be ENERGY STAR certified.

 » Requires all renovations on government buildings to be at least ENERGY STAR certified, with other 
certifications being approved by the development director.

 » Offers an expedited review process for plans seeking to achieve LEED, EarthCraft, ENERGY STAR, or other 
green building certifications.

 » Offers an expedited review process for plans incorporating affordable and workforce housing while also 
seeking to achieve LEED, EarthCraft, ENERGY STAR, or other green building certifications

Energy Efficiency
 » Became an official ENERGY STAR Partner and developed an Energy Strategy for the Future.

 » Adopted an Energy Star purchasing policy that requires the procurement of energy-efficient equipment and appliances. 

 » Retrofitted and/or installed LED lights in all but ten of its traffic signals. 

 » Adopted a lights-out/power-down policy requiring employees to switch off lights, equipment, and electrical 
and electronic devices when not in use. 

 » Hosted a light bulb exchange at the city’s annual Household Hazardous Waste event in which each household 
was able to exchange one incandescent bulb for an LED bulb.
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 » Has an active inspection program for residential and commercial compliance with the Georgia energy codes.

 » Adopted an outdoor lighting ordinance that prioritizes dark skies by reducing light pollution.

Green Power
 

 » Powers the Chamblee Public Works building using solar panels, saving the city roughly $7,000 in energy costs 
per year.

 » Offers an expedited plan review process for plans that include solar energy installations.

Water Efficiency
 » Inventoried existing plumbing fixtures in government buildings and created a schedule for performing 

ultra-high-efficiency retrofits. All fixtures are scheduled to be replaced by the end of 2019.

 » Completed audit with the Georgia Environmental Protection Division and is in compliance with the 
Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District’s Water Resource Management Plan.

 » Developed a local water education and public awareness program. Holds rain barrel workshops annually, 
partners with the PDK Airport for Good Neighbor Day demonstrations on pervious vs. impervious 
surfaces, and distributes information on stormwater and stream health.

 » Offers an expedited plan review process for homes seeking to achieve WaterSense certification.

Trees & Greenspace
 » Adopted a No Net Loss of Trees policy for government property that calls for the replacement of trees 

that are removed. What cannot be replaced onsite will be planted on other government property.

 » Adopted a parks and recreation master plan that focuses on acquiring, developing, and connecting parks 
facilities, greenspaces, and recreation opportunities over the next ten years.

 » Adopted landscaping and grounds maintenance standards with organic, drought-tolerant, and integrated 
pest management landscape practices for government facilities. 

 » Became a Tree City USA. To maintain this designation, the city must have a tree commission, a 
community tree ordinance, a community forestry program with an annual budget of at least $2 per 
capita, and an annual Arbor Day observance and proclamation.

 » Maintains shade coverage in parking lots through an ordinance that requires one overstory tree for every 
eight parking spaces and ensures that each parking space is within 40 feet of a tree.
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Transportation & Air Quality
 » Offers a comprehensive commute options program to employees who commute via transit, carpool, 

vanpool, bicycling, or walking. Incentives include $30 gift cards, assisting in carpool, vanpool and biking 
matches, and ensuring safe non-driving access to City Hall from the Chamblee MARTA station. The city 
also participates in the Georgia Commute Options program.

 » Adopted a no-idle policy to prevent city vehicles from idling longer than 30 seconds.

 » Adopted a complete streets policy in 2017, to assure that roadway projects accommodate all users of the 
transportation systems, including pedestrians, bicyclists, users of mass transit, people with disabilities, the 
elderly, motorists, freight providers, emergency responders, and adjacent land users.

 » Synchronized traffic signals throughout the city’s major corridors. 

 » Requires bicycle parking at all city facilities. In 2017, facilities were retrofitted to provide at least three 
bicycle parking spaces each. 

 » Promotes shared parking for complementary uses and promotes reduced parking for transit-oriented 
developments (TODs). The city requires that every space over the minimum requirement be constructed 
of permeable paving. The city also allows only up to 110 percent of the minimum spaces to be built, 
effectively creating parking maximums. 

 » Allows electric vehicle charging stations in its Unified Development Ordinance. In addition, buildings over 
20,000 square feet that are required to be LEED certified, such as the new Trackside development, are 
required to have an electric vehicle charging station.

Recycling & Waste Reduction
 

 » Adopted a purchasing policy that gives preference to products that have been environmentally certified or 
eco-labeled as water-saving, re-usable, recyclable, or compostable. Examples of products bought under 
this policy include toilet paper, coffee pods, and office supplies. 

 » Provides recycling containers in government facilities at individual desks and/or in common areas for 
traditional and non-traditional recycling. Items that may be recycled include all plastics, all paper, 
cardboard, and aluminum cans. 

 » Provides recycling containers in the common areas of government facilities for non-traditional recycling. 
Eligible items include printer and toner cartridges, cell phones, and other electronics.

 » Adopted a policy to purchase paper with at least 30-percent recycled content.

 » Offers curbside recycling to single-family residents. In 2017, over 500 tons of recyclables were collected.

 » Offers recycling of cell phones, rechargeable batteries, and electronics to the public at its public works facility. 

 » Collects curbside organic yard waste from residents for use as beneficial mulch.
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Land Use
 

 » Remediated a former Frito-Lay Distribution Center. The brownfield site is now home to the city’s public 
works building.

 » Promoted infill development by locating its city hall building downtown in an area where it is surrounded 
by new and existing development. The building was developed in an architectural style that blends in with 
surrounding older buildings and also expresses the city’s railroad influence. 

 » Encourages mixed-use development, transit-oriented development, and the redevelopment of existing 
buildings through codes specifying district characteristics and redevelopment.

 » Adopted several Small Area Plans identifying areas prime for redevelopment along with redevelopment 
thresholds for incentivizing revitalization. Recent examples of these small area plans and redevelopment 
thresholds include the sites of Attiva Malone, Barbour Orthopedics, Distillery, and Parkview (Phase 2).

Education
 

 » Educates all employees about applicable policies through the implementation of its Sustainability 
Program Communications Plan.

 » Educates the community on the city’s sustainability efforts. The city publishes regular articles in the Signal 
newsletter, online, and on social media. 

 » Partnered with Keep Chamblee Beautiful to engage the Chamblee Charter High School Environmental 
Science Club in ongoing sustainability activities and events, such as participating in the Multi-Modal 
Transportation Plan Advisory Committee and organizing the annual Household Hazardous Waste event.

Innovation
 

 » Requires that many types of new developments provide a minimum of three bicycle parking spaces. By establishing 
end-of-trip facilities around the community, the city aims to promote bicycling as a mode of transportation. 

 » Requires that buildings over 20,000 square feet be LEED- or Green Globes-certified. This requirement goes 
beyond sustainable building in government buildings, and supports a sustainable building landscape 
throughout the city.

 » Certified in 2003 as the fifth certified Community Wildlife Habitat in the nation. This program assists 
communities as they enhance and restore wildlife habitat.

For more information on all the certified communities, visit the Green Communities webpage at  
http://atlantaregional.org/greencommunities.


