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DATE:  August 15, 2019    

 

 

 

ISSUE SUMMARY:  REGIONAL TRANSIT POLICY FOR FTA BUS AND BUS 

FACILITIES SECTION 5339 

 

FROM:   Charlotte Nash, Transportation & Air Quality Committee 

IMPORTANCE: 

 

The Regional Transit Policy for Section 5339 (Bus and Bus Facilities) was developed in 

collaboration among members of the Transit Operators Group. The Transit Operators Group 

consists of staff from ARC, the Atlanta-Region Transit Link (ATL) Authority, MARTA, 

Gwinnett County Transit, CobbLinc, SRTA/GRTA, and other direct recipients of FTA federal 

formula funds from around the Atlanta region. The ATL Authority serves as the Designated 

Recipient for the Atlanta Urbanized Area and is responsible for administering and 

maintaining the distribution formula and sub allocation schedule in partnership with the 

Atlanta Regional Commission as the Atlanta MPO.  

 

The purpose of Regional Transit Policy for Section 5339 is to set in place a series of policies 

and procedures for the distribution and calculation of FTA formula apportionment funds to 

eligible recipients in the Atlanta Urbanized Area. The sub allocation formula calculations 

utilize the most recent population estimates from the US Census and data from the National 

Transit Database (NTD). The Regional Transit Policy for Section 5339 also sets forth 

procedures for the inclusion and administration of projects to the Transit Program of Projects 

(POP) for the Atlanta Urbanized Area.   

 

ACTION REQUIRED: ARC Committee and Board approval 
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A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE 

REGIONAL TRANSIT POLICY FOR FTA BUS AND BUS FACILITIES  

SECTION 5339 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Regional Commission is the designated Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) for transportation planning within the Atlanta Metropolitan Transportation 

Planning Area which includes all or parts of twenty counties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Atlanta-Region Transit Link (ATL) Authority is the Designated Recipient of 

Federal Transit Administration’s Urbanized Area formula funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Regional Commission is required to includea Transit Program of 

Projects (POP) within the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) consisting of transit 

projects to be funded with FTA Section 5339 funds; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Transit Operators Group replaces in name the Transit Operators Subcommittee 

(TOS) of the Transportation Coordinating Committee (TCC) that was formed in 1998 to discuss, 

evaluate and coordinate regional transit issues for presentation to the TCC and incorporation into 

the regional transportation planning process; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) gives responsibility to local officials, 

operating through the MPO, and the Designated Recipient to determine a fair and rational policy 

for the allocation and programming of urbanized area formula funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Regional Transit Policy for FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Section 5339 was 

developed through collaboration among members of the Transit Operators Group to establish a 

series of policies and procedures for the distribution and calculation of FTA formula fund sub 

allocations to eligible recipients within the Atlanta Urbanized Area (UZA); and  

 

WHEREAS, the sub allocation calculation for the FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Section 5339 

applies FTA’s national apportionment formula and considers: 

 

• Bus Vehicle Revenue Miles 

• Population (2010 Census) 

• Population Density 
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WHEREAS, one hundred percent (100%) of the total annual apportionment of Section 5339 

formula funds shall be allocated to the Designated Recipient who will then suballocate the funds 

to eligible recipients within the Atlanta UZA in accordance with FTA guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS, eligible recipients include public transportation authorities, state and local 

jurisdictions, and governmental entities that are eligible to receive direct grants or operate fixed 

route bus services under Section 5339; and  

 

WHEREAS, eligible recipients may allocate a portion of their Section 5339 funds to private 

nonprofit organizations or a “third-party operator” that operates fixed route bus service within 

the Atlanta UZA through an MOA for use of the funds where the third-party operator 

demonstrates the legal, financial and technical capacity to carry out the federal requirements of 

the Section 5339 program; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Regional Transit Formula Fund Policies set forth the sub allocation process and 

procedures for notifying eligible recipients of their annual sub allocation apportionments and the 

procedures for maintaining and tracking projects through the Transit POP for the Atlanta UZA.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the Atlanta Regional Commission as the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the 20-county Atlanta metropolitan 

transportation planning area, adopts the Regional Transit Policy for FTA Bus and Bus Facilities 

Section 5339; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the MPO and the Designated Recipient through 

consultation with the Transit Operatos Group will re-evaluate any appropriate changes if 

necessary due to changes in FTA national apportionment formula changes; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Atlanta Regional Commission in partnership with the 

Atlanta-Region Transit Link Authority as the FTA Designated Recipient will commit to 

incorporate applicable projects into the Atlanta POP.  


