
Recent Population and Job Growth
Metropolitan Atlanta
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Source: Census Bureau PEP; ARC RAD Analysis

Yes, net domestic migration is negative (barely) for our MSA for 2023-2024 (see below,left); that is driven entirely by drops in the core 5 

counties of the MSA…net domestic migration is positive 2023-24 for other areas within the MSA, and the total change is +75K. 

For the period of 2020-2024, net domestic migration is (very) positive  for the MSA (below, right)
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1/1980 to 6/2025

Atlanta MSA & US Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change 

7/2021 to 6/2025

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics via FRED®
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6/2024 to 6/2025

Government

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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6/2024 to 6/2025

Federal Government

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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6/2024 to 6/2025

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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6/2024 to 6/2025

Manufacturing

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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Construction

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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6/2024 to 6/2025

Leisure and Hospitality

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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Education and Health Services: Ambulatory Health Care Services

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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6/2024 to 6/2025

Financial Activities

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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Information

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 
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Professional and Business Services

Atlanta MSA Select Sector Employment Change
(Year over Year Percentage Change) 



Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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The Supporting Facts: Building Permits – Long View

Source: State of the Cities Data System (HUD)
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Inventory and Months of Supply Trending (Atlanta)
30,000 Annual Housing Deficit
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“Being a leading area for population growth is critical for our region’s economy”

Source: 2024 Metro Atlanta Speaks

Population Growth’s Importance



We’re still growing

We are facing challenges to growth 

• Like, well, everyone everywhere

We are very well positioned, relative to other 
“peer” areas, for growth

We have to plan more, now (than we have 
before), to get the growth that we want

25

Summing Up (for population & for jobs)



How important do you think “maintaining leadership in”/ 
accelerating population growth is, to the region and/or to your 
jurisdiction(s)?

What are the major things getting in the way of “good growth” in 
your jurisdiction(s)? 

What has been most successful in mitigating these obstacles at 
local level? 

“How is ARC helping” (or hurting?) What are other roles for ARC? 

What other data and/or research (from ARC or others) do you 
believe that you’d need to make efforts in your jurisdiction(s)
more successful?
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Discussion / Thought Questions
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