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Exercise Scenario

On October 19, 2023, the Atlanta region 
hosted a technology conference at the Knights 
Inn hotel.

Terrorists activated an explosion, causing 
significant structural damage, mass injuries, 
and casualties.

Fire departments, hazardous materials, 
technical rescue teams, and EMTs began 
operations. 

Law enforcement arrived, identified, and 
pursued the perpetrators to the Red Roof Inn, 
where they entered and took hostages. 

A unified command system was developed, 
and hospitals and public health agencies were 
notified.

Hospitals began receiving simulated patients 
via emailed victim cards. The hospitals 
initiated a process to track, identify, and 
reunify patients and families.

Area Emergency Operation Centers opened.

The public information officers, as part of the 
unified command system, worked together to 
develop media releases and unified public 
statements. 



Abandoned: Knights Inn
4253 Shirley Dr., Atlanta, GA 30336



Mass Casualties &
Injuries Site



Mass Casualties &
Injuries Site



Mass Casualties &
Injuries Site



Abandoned: Red Roof Inn
4430 Frederick Dr. SW, Atlanta, GA 30336



Hostages Rescue Site



Hostages Rescue Site



Exercise Objectives

Interoperability Radio Communications System

Patient Tracking

Family Reunification

Mass Casualty & Mass Fatality Plan

Technical Rescue & Hazardous Materials

Multi-Assault Counter Terrorism Capabilities

Drone Usage Capabilities 



Participating Agencies
Fire

Atlanta Fire Rescue Department

DeKalb County Fire Rescue Department

Cobb County Fire & Emergency Services

Gwinnett County Fire/Emergency Services

Clayton County Fire & Emergency Services

HAZMAT

Gwinnett County Fire/Emergency Services

Cobb County Police

Marta Police

Atlanta Airport HazMat

Technical Rescue Team

Cobb TRT

Dekalb TRT Qunit

Gwinnett GSAR

Atlanta TRT

EMA/EOC

AFCEMA

Clayton County EMA EOC

Cobb County EMA EOC

Gwinnett County OEM EOC

Communications/911

Atlanta

PD

Atlanta Police Department

Fulton County Police Department

MARTA Police Department

Gwinnett Police Department

Clayton County Police Department

Cobb County Police Department

DeKalb County Police Department

SWAT

Atlanta Police Department

Clayton County Police Department

Cobb County Police Department

DeKalb County Police Department

Fulton County Police Department

Gwinnett Police Department

MARTA Police Department

Fulton County Police Department/Emory Doc

EOD

Atlanta Police Department

Cobb County Police Department

Dekalb County Police Department

Clayton County Police Department

Gwinnett County Police Department

Family Assistance 

& Reunification

AFCEMA

Atlanta Fire Rescue

Clayton County EMA

Cobb County EMA

Cobb County Fire EMS

Aging Independent Svcs

Gwinnett County EMA

Mass Shelter/Mass Casualty

Atlanta Fire Rescue Department

Gwinnett County OEM

DeKalb County Fire Rescue Dept

Cobb County Fire

DPH

Gwinnett Co. Fire/Emergency Service

Hospitals/DPH

WellStar (Cobb/Marietta)

Grady (Fulton/Atlanta)

Northside (Gwinnett/Lawrenceville)

Northside (Fulton/Atlanta)

Piedmont (Fulton/Atlanta)

Emory (Fulton/Johns Creek)

Emory (Dekalb/Lithonia)

DPH



Exercise Participation Numbers
Working Numbers 

• Fire Depts (5) 30 units, = 195 

• Mass Casualty Incident Teams staff = 20 

• Police Depts. (7) SWAT/EOD = 177 

• Command Operations = 30 

• Hospitals (9) = 90 

• Emergency Operations Centers (3) = 9

• Public Health and other agencies = 14

• Exercise Evaluators = 15

• PIOs = 5

• Volunteers (CERT & Fire Recruits) = 37

• FSE Committee = 39

 631 Region-Wide personnel involved



Q & A

Bernard Coxton

Director, Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness
Program Administrator, Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI)

bcoxton@atlantaregional.org         404-734-4296

mailto:bcoxton@atlantaregional.org
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