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Muhammed Ahmed 

(2021 – Present) 

Senior Data Scientist 

OpenDoor 

 

Muhammed Ahmed is a Senior 

Data Scientist at OpenDoor 

who specializes in natural 

language processing, deep 

learning, and ethical AI. In his 

previous role At Mailchimp, he 

contributed to the 

implementation and 

deployment of AI systems 

including classification, 

summarization, generation, 

semantic similarity, information extraction, and unsupervised clustering from text. He’s also 

built systems for multimodal classification (vision + language) and content scoring. His work has 

been showcased at several institutions including Georgia Tech, MIT, Harvard, UPenn, Rework AI 

- San Francisco, and the Association for Computing Machinery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Justin B. Biddle (2023 – Present) 

Associate Professor in the School of 
Public Policy at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology  

Director of the Georgia Tech Ethics, 
Technology, and Human Interaction 
Center (ETHICx) 

Faculty Affiliate in the Georgia Tech 
Center for Machine Learning 

 

Dr. Justin B. Biddle is an Associate 

Professor in the School of Public Policy at 

the Georgia Institute of Technology; the 

Director of the Georgia Tech Ethics, 

Technology, and Human Interaction Center 

(ETHICx), and a Faculty Affiliate in the 

Georgia Tech Center for Machine Learning. His research focuses on the role of values in the 

design of technological systems and on the ethics of emerging technologies, with a particular 

focus on artificial intelligence (AI) systems. He is a part of the Georgia Artificial Intelligence 

Manufacturing Technology Corridor (GA-AIM) and leads a team to facilitate the early 

identification and management of potential ethical and societal consequences of AI-enabled 

manufacturing systems. He is also co-lead of the Ethical AI Thrust of the National AI Institute on 

Advances in Optimization.  

He received his PhD in History and Philosophy of Science from the University of Notre Dame 

and did a postdoctoral fellowship at Bielefeld University in Germany. He has also been a 

Distinguished Fellow at the Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Study.  

 

 



Dr. Carolyn Bourdeaux (2023 – 
Present) 

Visiting Senior Scholar, School of 
Public and International Affairs at 
University of Georgia 

U.S. Representative, United States 
House of Representatives 

 

Dr. Carolyn Bourdeaux has built a 

career at the intersection of policy, 

politics and governance. She has 

served as a Democratic Member of 

Congress from Georgia from 2021-

2022 after winning one of the most competitive races in the country. During her time in 

Congress, she focused on health care, small business and infrastructure and worked extensively 

with the bipartisan Problem Solvers Caucus to help pass the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act one of the most significant investments in infrastructure in US history. Prior to entering 

politics, Dr. Bourdeaux was a noted state and local public finance expert and held an 

appointment as an Associate Professor of public management and policy at Georgia State 

University. Among her many accomplishments, she served as Director of Georgia’s Senate 

Budget and Evaluation Office during the Great Recession, where she received recognition by 

the Senate for significant service to the State of Georgia (S.Res. 1598). She was elected by her 

peers to become a member of the National Academy for Public Administration, served as Chair 

of the Association for Budgeting and Financial Management, founded the Center for State and 

Local Finance at Georgia State University, and wrote an award-winning dissertation on the use 

of special purpose governments to finance critical community infrastructure. 

 

 



Brandon Branham (2021 – Present) 

Chief Technology Officer and Assistant City 
Manager 

Peachtree Corners and Curiosity Lab at 
Peachtree Corners 

 

Brandon Branham, chief technology officer (CTO) 
and assistant city manager, leads the City of 
Peachtree Corners’ groundbreaking smart city and 
Internet of Things (IoT) programs. Overseeing one 
of the first real-world smart city ecosystems 
deployed in the United States, he is bringing the 
region to the forefront in the development of next 
generation IoT technologies that will change the 
face of business and society in the near future – 
both within the country and across the world. 

Curiosity Lab at Peachtree Corners is the country’s 
first true smart city technology proving ground – 

featuring real connected city infrastructure and thousands of interacting residents/vehicles that 
can’t be replicated by closed or controlled testing environments. The 500-acre technology park 
and 1.5-mile autonomous vehicle test street creates conditions that enable robotics, artificial 
intelligence, autonomous services/vehicles and countless more emerging applications to be 
trialed, developed and ultimately deployed globally. 

Serving as the model for how government entities and the free market must collaborate to 
build out smart cities and regions in the United States, Curiosity Lab showcases how buildings 
and other city fixtures are enabling, and connecting with, devices and solutions. When it comes 
to autonomous technologies, for example, Curiosity Lab’s mobile 5G network, combined with 
direct short-range communications (DSRC) roadside units, enable disruptive technology 
developers to test vehicle-to-everything (V2X) communications in an unprecedented manner. 
Intelligent traffic cameras and traffic signals, along with smart street lights and data sensors, 
push video and invaluable data to a central operations center for analysis and action. All 
reflective of how city infrastructure will soon communicate with machines and humans on a 
scale never seen before. 

Branham serves on various boards in the community, and recently received his certification in 
cybersecurity leadership from the Professional Development Academy, in conjunction with the 
International City Managers Association. 



Dr. Marilyn A. Brown, CEM, NAS, 
NAE (2021 – Present) 

Regents’ Professor 

School of Public Policy 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

 

Dr. Marilyn A. Brown is a Regents’ 
Professor in the School of Public 
Policy at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and a Joint Faculty 
member at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, where she created and 
co-leads the Climate and Energy 
Policy Lab and the Master of 
Sustainable Energy and 
Environmental Management. Her research focuses on the design and modeling of energy and 
carbon reduction policies and programs, highlighting opportunities on the customer side of the 
electric meter. Using data analytics and energy-engineering models, she examines technology 
and market transitions at the state, regional, and national scale.  

Prior to Georgia Tech, she worked at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, where she deployed her 
expertise in scenarios focused on a clean energy future, bringing a fact-based and authoritative 
perspective to energy sustainability discussions, influencing policy initiatives in the US and 
around the globe. Focusing on the electric utility industry, Dr. Brown has joined fundamental 
behavioral and social science principles with economic-engineering models. She has 
demonstrated why energy efficiency and affordability are as essential to energy security as the 
more traditional dimensions of fuel diversity and import independence.  

In 2007, Dr. Brown contributed to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports that 
shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize. From 2010-2017, she served two terms as a Presidential 
appointee to the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority, the nation's largest 
public power provider. From 2014-2018 she served two terms on the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Electricity Advisory Committee where she chaired the Smart Grid Subcommittee. She 
has written 9 books on the clean energy transition, which have been used by researchers and 
students around the world.  

 

 



Mayor Michael Caldwell (2023 – 
Present) 

Mayor, City of Woodstock 

Owner, Black Airplane 

 

Mayor Michael Caldwell is a successful 
entrepreneur, business owner, a former 
four-term member of the Georgia House 
of Representatives, and the 31st Mayor 
of the City of Woodstock. He is raising his 
family in downtown Woodstock, he has 
built his business in downtown 
Woodstock and he is committed to 
making Woodstock the best city in 
America to live, work and play.  

Caldwell owns Black Airplane, a full-stack digital product agency employing nearly 30 Georgians 
full-time in Woodstock. The award-winning company serves clients like Aflac, Coca-Cola, and 
the Department of Defense. As a proven technology leader in Georgia, Governor Brian Kemp 
appointed Caldwell to serve on the Board of Directors of the Georgia Technology Authority. 
Caldwell was also elected by the Mayors of Cherokee County to serve as their Commissioner on 
the Atlanta Regional Commission. 

In 2012, Caldwell was elected the youngest state legislator in the United States and served 
Woodstock for eight years in Georgia’s House of Representatives. He earned the fifth most 
conservative voting record in the Georgia General Assembly while championing ethics reform, 
term limits, and economic freedom across Georgia. 

Caldwell was on the founding team of the North Atlanta Venture Mentoring Service, the first 
MIT trained entrepreneurial mentoring service in Georgia aimed at helping new ventures 
increase their odds of success here in Cherokee County. He also serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Cherokee County Historical Society, and his wife Katie serves as the President 
of the Woodstock Arts Board of Directors. 

Michael grew up in Towne Lake and Woodstock, graduated from Cherokee County Public 
Schools, and earned his BBA in Finance from Kennesaw State University in less than three years. 
Michael and his wife Katie have three children, Oliver, Elizabeth and Charlotte. The Caldwell 
family are members of Sojourn Woodstock. 



Frank Fernandez (2021 – 
Present) 

President & CEO 

Community Foundation 
for Greater Atlanta 

Frank Fernandez joined the 
Community Foundation for 
Greater Atlanta in August 
2020, where he leads one of 
America’s top 20 largest 
community foundations. The 
united power of his prior 
experience and the anchor institution’s 70 years of regional leadership combine as a force for 
good, championing equity across metro Atlanta.  

Frank builds upon the Foundation’s exceptional resources, leveraging a full range of assets – 
human, reputational and financial – to pursue equity of opportunity through servant 
leadership, sustainable change making and inspired philanthropy that ultimately fulfills the 
Foundation’s mission to increase the vitality of the region and the well-being of all residents.   

Prior to joining the Foundation, he served for six years as the Senior Vice President for The 
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation where he led transformational revitalization of Atlanta’s 
Westside while simultaneously directing Blank’s community development, global giving, health 
access and social justice initiatives. 

A recognized leader on affordable housing, transportation and economic development, 
Fernandez’ 15 years in management positions in Texas prior to joining the Blank Foundation 
included eight years leading Green Doors, an Austin nonprofit devoted to transforming lives 
and neighborhoods and five years as Deputy Director of PeopleFund, a community 
development financial institution. His work has been honored with the 2005 Austin Livable City 
Vision Award, the 2008 Austin Under 40 Nonprofit Leadership Award and the 2012 Ernst and 
Young Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award. He currently serves as a member of the Mission 
Investors Exchange Board of Directors. Frank is an ADL and The Aspen Institute Civil Society 
Fellow. 

A son of Cuban immigrants, Frank is a Florida native and holds a B.A. in philosophy from 
Harvard University and an M.P.A. from the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University of 
Texas. After graduation, he worked on Wall Street as a public sector financial analyst for 
Salomon Smith Barney, structuring over $1 billion in financial transactions, before pursuing his 
graduate degree. He and his wife, Tina, live in Inman Park and are the parents of daughter, 
Lucia, and son, Francisco. 



Dr. Brian J. German (2023 – Present) 

National Institute of Aerospace Langley 
Associate Professor 

Daniel Guggenheim School of Aerospace 
Engineering at Georgia Tech 

 

Dr. Brian German is the National Institute of 

Aerospace (NIA) Langley Associate Professor 

in the Daniel Guggenheim School of 

Aerospace Engineering at Georgia Tech. He is 

also the director of Georgia Tech's Center for 

Urban and Regional Air Mobility (CURAM). His 

research involves aircraft electric propulsion, 

autonomous flight, and the emerging aviation 

markets that these technologies enable. He specializes in configuration design of electric 

aircraft, aerodynamics of distributed propulsion, battery and hybrid electric propulsion 

modeling, operations research problems for innovative scheduled and on-demand air services, 

and aircraft operational economics modeling. His work focuses primarily on new types of 

electric regional aircraft and eVTOL aircraft for urban air mobility. Prof. German is a founding 

member and former chair (2014-2016) of the AIAA Transformational Flight Program 

Committee, which was chartered to explore the opportunities of emerging aircraft electric 

propulsion and autonomy technologies, and he is a member of the AIAA Aircraft Electric 

Propulsion and Power Working Group. Prof. German is a former Fulbright student scholar and 

NDSEG Graduate Research Fellow, and he received the NSF CAREER award in 2012. He is an 

Associate Fellow of AIAA. 

 

 

 

 

https://airmobility.gatech.edu/


Robert Herrig (2022 – 
Present) 

Director of Supply 
Chain and Advanced 
Manufacturing 

Metro Atlanta Chamber 

 

Robert Herrig is the 

Director of Supply Chain 

and Advanced 

Manufacturing on the 

Economic Development team at the Metro Atlanta Chamber. In this role, he works to recruit 

new companies and retain and grow the innovative businesses already in the 29-County 

metropolitan region. Previously, Robert served as the Associate Vice President of the 

Aerotropolis Atlanta Alliance, a public-private partnership helping to grow and promote the 

assets surrounding the world’s most-traveled Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport. 

Prior to his time at the Aerotropolis Atlanta Alliance, he was a planner at the Atlanta Regional 

Commission, working with local governments in the region on several major community 

development initiatives. Robert holds a Master of Public Policy in Planning and Economic 

Development from the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University and a 

Bachelor of Philosophy from the University of Georgia.  

Robert is passionate about climate and energy issues, as well as social and economic justice. He 

currently serves as a board member on the Georgia Planning Association, is an advisory board 

member of CHACE Village, and previously served on the executive board of the Climate Reality 

Project Atlanta Chapter. He is a graduate of the LEAD Atlanta Class of 2022 and volunteers with 

Finding the Flint on river cleanups. Robert and his wife reside in Atkins Park.  

 

 

 



Dr. David Iwaniec (2023 – 
Present) 

Associate Professor of 
Sustainable Futures at the 
Urban Studies Institute 

Andrew Young School of 
Policy Studies at Georgia 
State University. 

 

David Iwaniec is an assistant 

professor in the Urban Studies 

Institute. He is a sustainability 

scientist with a background in 

social-ecological systems and 

urban ecology. His research emphasis is on urban sustainability and has been funded by the 

U.S. National Science Foundation, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, International Social 

Science Council, Future Earth, Stockholm Resilience Center and other institutions. 

Iwaniec conducts transdisciplinary research to learn from, and improve, the planning and 

governance of urban systems. His work pursues a transformational agenda to guide and shape 

our urban futures with an aim to co-develop evidence-based and transformative pathways to 

sustainability, resilience, and equity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark G. Lauby (2021 – Present) 

Senior Vice President and Chief Engineer 

North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
(NERC) 

 

Mr. Lauby joined NERC in January 2007 and has held a 

number of positions, including vice president and 

director of Standards and vice president and director 

of Reliability Assessments and Performance Analysis.  

In 2012, Mr. Lauby was elected to the North American 

Energy Standards Board and was appointed to the 

Department of Energy’s Electric Advisory Committee 

by the Secretary of Energy from 2013-2017. He has 

been recognized for his achievements including the 1992 IEEE Walter Fee Young Engineer of the 

Year Award. He was named a Fellow by IEEE in November 2011 for “leadership in the 

development and application of techniques for bulk power system reliability,” and in 2014, Mr. 

Lauby was awarded the IEEE Power and Energy Society’s Roy Billinton Power System Reliability 

Award. In 2020, the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) elected Mr. Lauby as a member. 

Prior to joining NERC, Mr. Lauby worked for the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) for 20 

years. Mr. Lauby began his electric industry career in 1979 at the Mid-Continent Area Power 

Pool in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Mr. Lauby is the author of more than 100 technical papers. He 

earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering from the University of 

Minnesota. In addition, Mr. Lauby attended the London Business School Accelerated 

Development Program, as well as the Executive Leadership Program at Harvard Business 

School. 

 

 



Eric Levitan (2023 – Present) 

Founder & CEO  

Vivo 
 

As the founder and CEO of Vivo, I left 

corporate America after more than 25 years 

of working in technology and running 

software companies to try to positively 

impact people’s lives and make a difference 

in the world. As I witnessed the decline in 

quality of life of my own parents as they 

were getting older, I realized I wanted to better understand the aging process and help them.  

I discovered that as we age, we naturally lose muscle mass which is a primary contributor to a 

reduced quality of life and loss of independence, as well as leading to numerous age-related 

maladies such as falls, type 2 diabetes, osteoporosis, and more. However, consistently engaging 

in a strength training program reverses age-related muscle loss and is the number one factor in 

maintaining a high quality of life and independence as we age. 

This knowledge is at the heart of why I started Vivo – to create awareness and a safe, engaging, 

and impactful program to guide older adults to a better life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laura Rogers (2021 – Present) 

Deputy Director  

The Ray 

 

Laura Rogers is responsible for the 

development and execution of 

operational policies for the 

organization, and transferring and 

scaling the sustainable technologies 

demonstrated on The Ray Highway 

to transportation agencies 

nationally and internationally. Prior to joining The Ray, Laura worked for 14 years in the federal, 

state and private sectors in the areas of environmental program management, sustainability, 

energy, and regulatory compliance. Most recently, Laura led the energy, sustainability and 

environmental stewardship policies and programs at Maryland Department of Transportation 

Headquarters. Laura conceptualized, designed and executed the MDOT statewide solar 

program. Laura holds a BS of Justice Studies from Arizona State University, and is a Certified 

Climate Change Professional (Association of Certified Climate Change Officers). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Martha Rust (2023 – Present)  

Education and Development Manager 

And Interim Principal Investigator for 

Tools for Life  

Assistive Technology Program for the 
state of Georgia at Georgia Tech 

 

Martha Rust is the Education and 

Development Manager/ Interim Principal 

Investigator for Tools for  Life, the Assistive 

Technology Program for the state of Georgia 

at Georgia Tech. Her team includes Speech Language Pathologist, Gerontologist, Occupational 

Therapist, and Rehabilitation Counselor. She completed her master's in Rehabilitation 

Counseling from the University of Tennessee and received her CRC, Certified Rehabilitation 

Counseling certification. She also is a RESNA-certified ATP, Assistive Technology Professional, 

and earned a certificate in Assistive Technology Applications from California State University at 

Northridge. Ms. Rust has been working in the field of assistive technology for over 15 years. She 

has presented at numerous international, national, regional, and state conferences on assistive 

technology and serves on several disability-related committees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Costas Simoglou (2023 – Present)  

Director, Center of Innovation for Energy 
Technology 

Georgia Department of Economic 
Development 

 

Costas Simoglou is the director of the Center 
of Innovation for Energy Technology, a division 
of the Georgia Department of Economic 
Development. The Center’s mission is to help 
Georgia’s companies accelerate the 
development of new ideas, products and 
business models in the Energy ecosystem and 
maintain the State’s leadership position in the 
fields of energy generation, transmission, 
distribution, storage and consumption. Costas 
has over twenty five years of sales and 
marketing experience in the technology industry.  He entered the software industry in 1987 as 
an international sales director for ZSoft Corporation (makers of Paintbrush). 

Costas joined the Georgia Department of Economic Development to develop a state wide 
program to grow the Technology Industry via export promotions and recruitment.  He assisted 
more than 300 Georgia based technology companies expand internationally.  Helped recruit 
technology companies to Georgia, resulting in more than $500M in direct and indirect 
investment.  

In 2005 he was assigned with the task of developing and implementing the “Centers of 
Innovation” program based around Georgia’s strategic industries of Logistics, Aerospace, 
Information Technology, Agricultural Technologies, Advanced Manufacturing and Energy 
Technology. The Centers of Innovation are the catalysts for collaboration among business, 
government, entrepreneurs and academia.  

In 2011 he was assigned with the task of developing the Center of Innovation for Energy 
Technology with the focus of developing ecosystems to support and help grow the State’s 
industry in the areas of Energy Generation, Energy Transmission and Distribution, Energy 
Storage and Energy Consumption.  

Costas has been an active member of the business community in Georgia and served on the 
boards of various industry associations. 



Dr. Sweta Sneha (2022 – Present) 

Founder and Executive Director of 
Healthcare Management & 
Informatics at Kennesaw State 
University 

Professor of Information Systems & 
Security at Kennesaw State 
University 

 

Dr. Sweta Sneha is the Founder and 

Executive Director of Healthcare 

Management & Informatics and Professor 

of Information Systems & Security at 

Kennesaw State University. A globally 

recognized expert with a passion towards 

equity and diversity, Sneha is a strategic 

leader with two decades of experience in 

technology and informatics. She is a 

recipient of Distinguished Service Award, 

KSU Collaboration Award, NCWIT RISE-IT Award, WIT Finalist, and WIT Honoree. Dr. Sneha has 

published over 100 peer-reviewed research; delivered panel sessions, workshops, and keynotes; 

in addition to volunteering on several boards. Dr. Sneha serves as editorial steward and university 

ambassador for Blockchain in Healthcare Today, co-chairs Health IT at AMCIS, and HICSS. Her 

leadership has led to enhancing KSU’s footprint on diversity and equity, STEAM education, and 

outreach. She has a PhD in Computer Information Systems from Georgia State University and a 

BS in Computer Science from University of Maryland. Prior to academia, she worked at 

PricewaterhouseCoopers in Management Consulting. 

 

 



Elizabeth Strickler (2021 – Present) 

Senior Lecturer and Director of 
Entrepreneurship Programs 

Creative Media Industries Institute 
at Georgia State University 

 

Elizabeth Strickler is Senior Lecturer 

and Director of Entrepreneurship 

Programs in the Creative Media 

Industries Institute.  To these roles, she 

brings a broad and robust background 

in both media and technology, 

leveraging her knowledge of the media industry with design, creativity, and technology to 

promote innovation and generate media for a variety of platforms.  During her time at Georgia 

State University, she created the Window Project, the Cross Stitch Project and was Co-Principal 

Investigator on numerous grants, through innovative uses of media technology and experience 

design. The Window Project, an internationally curated, public new media installation space, 

screened nightly for five years, engaging audiences and enhancing downtown Atlanta. The 

Cross Stitch Project used digital media and network technology to help young women develop 

confident voices and share empowering stories. In addition, her documentaries, short films, and 

new media work have received national and international awards including PBS POV award and 

the Southern Circuit tour. 

A passionate believer in creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship, she uses her talents to 

support students to start businesses, tell better stories, and build a stronger cultural economy. 

She is excited to combine her knowledge of media technologies and her passions to continue 

exploring immersive media content with her colleagues and the Atlanta community. Through 

the Creative Media Industries Institute (CMII) her visions will become reality and virtual reality. 

She holds a BA in Philosophy, BS in Computer Science and an MFA in Digital Filmmaking and Art. 



Keith Wilson (2023 – Present) 

Head of Connected Car Strategy & 
EV Charging at Mercedes-Benz USA 

Founder & CEO, Klearcoat Labs 

 

Keith Wilson is the Founder & CEO of 
Klearcoat Labs, a Web3 company that is 
building a bridge between the 
automotive industry and the Web3 
community by enabling automotive 
brands to connect with customers via 
non-fungible tokens. A Mississippi 
native, Keith received his bachelor’s 
degree in marketing at the University of 

Mississippi in 2008. He then moved to Atlanta in 2009 to earn his M.B.A. with a concentration 
in Marketing at Clark Atlanta University in 2011. While at CAU, Keith studied abroad for a 
semester in Beijing & Shanghai China at The University of International Business & Economics 
earning distinct certifications in International Business & International Marketing. He also 
completed a summer internship with Ford Motor Company in Detroit, Michigan the summer of 
2010.  

After graduation, Keith was recruited to the Marketing Leadership Program at Ford where he 
has since led a $1B P&L in which he grew to $1.5B in revenue within a year as the head of the 
Ford Expedition brand. While at Ford, he also went back to China on assignment where he led 
all Global Product Strategy for the Lincoln China organization, introducing some of the first 
electric vehicles in East Asia. After Ford, Keith moved back to Atlanta where he has since led 
new product strategy efforts for Georgia Power and taken on the role of Product Management 
Director of Peugeot North America for PSA Groupe, now known as Stellantis.  
 
Most recently Keith was the Head of Partnerships for the Eastern U.S. for Rivian Automotive. 
While at Rivian, he developed strategic public/private partnerships with the States of 
Tennessee, Michigan, South Carolina & Georgia that resulted in the deployment of Rivian level 
2 charging stations statewide. Along with his duties at Klearcoat, Keith still consults with cities 
and counties throughout the southeast on the EV industry and EV community charging 
deployment strategies.  
 

 



Anna Roach (2022 – Present) 

Executive Director 

Atlanta Regional Commission 

 

Anna Roach is the Executive Director of 
the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), 
the agency which facilitates community 
and development strategies to enhance 
the Atlanta region’s growth and 
competitiveness. She has been a highly 
effective and collaborative leader during 
her more than two decades in the public 
and private sectors. 

Prior to joining ARC in 2022, Roach served 
as Chief Operating Officer and Chief 
Strategy Officer of Fulton County, the 
most-populous county in Georgia, where 
she oversaw 4,500 employees in 38 
departments with a budget of $1.2 billion. 
In this role, she administered the county’s 
COVID-19 response plans and led efforts to transform the county’s major industrial corridor. 
Roach also served as Fulton County’s Chief Strategy Officer and Assistant County Manager. 

Prior to joining Fulton County, Roach worked as a management consultant focusing on 
operational and business process efficiencies. Her clients included the Metropolitan Atlanta 
Rapid Transit Authority, the State Department of Aging, and the City of East Point. 

A lawyer by training, Roach has held several key legal leadership positions during her career, 
including Assistant Deputy General Counsel for the government of the District of Columbia and 
administrative law judge in the City of New York. She also worked as an appellate counsel for 
the Legal Aid Society of New York. 

Roach is a current member of the Rotary Club of Atlanta and the American Bar Association, 
serves as an advisory board member at Tyler Technologies and Avenu Insights and Analytics and 
was past board chair of the March of Dimes, Atlanta market.She holds a Juris Doctor from St. 
John’s University and a Bachelor’s of Arts in political science from the State University of New 
York, College at Cortland. Roach resides in the City of South Fulton with her husband and three 
children. 

 



Kerry Armstrong (2021 – Present) 

ARC Board Chairman 

Atlanta Regional Commission 

 

Mr. Armstrong has served on the Atlanta 

Regional Commission since 2008, and is 

currently serving his second term as the 

ARC Board Chairman. During his tenure 

on the ARC Board he served on 

numerous Commission Committees and 

as Co-Chair of the Atlanta Regional 

Workforce Development Board. 

Professionally, as a Managing Director – 

Development Partner with Pope & Land 

Real Estate, Mr. Armstrong is involved in the development, marketing, leasing, and 

management of commercial real estate investments. He joined Pope & Land in 2012, and his 

commercial real estate career spans three decades 

He is also actively involved in numerous civic, educational, and charitable organizations. He is 

the Chairman of the North Fulton Community Improvement District, and was recently 

appointed by the Speaker of the House of the Georgia General Assembly to serve on the State 

of Georgia’s Partnership for Public Facilities and Infrastructure Act Guidelines Committee. He 

serves as a Director and Past Chair of the Council for Quality Growth, as a Director and Past 

Chair of the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce and is a Director for the Greater North Fulton 

Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Armstrong also serves on the board of the Gwinnett Medical 

Center Foundation, The ATO Foundation and the Richmond Property Group. He is the current 

Chairman of the Administrative Council and serves on the Finance Committee of his church. 

Mr. Armstrong holds a bachelor’s degree from Purdue University. 



Mayor Tom Reed (2021 – Present) 

Mayor, City of Chattahoochee Hills 

Co-Chair, Emerging Technologies Roundtable 

Director at CURiO Brands 

 

Tom Reed is a serial entrepreneur who has spent his 
working life creating and building successful startups 
– 3 of which have been on the Inc. 500/5000 lists 7 
times and five times on the Bulldog 100 list. 

Most recently, he founded DPM Fragrance LLC (now 
a part of CURiO Brands), a domestic manufacturer of 
high-end specialty candle and fragranced products 
sold nationwide to upscale independent retailers like 
Nordstrom and Anthropologie under the Capri Blue 
and other brands. The company has over 600 
employees in its Minnesota and Mississippi 
manufacturing facilities. While he retired from day-to-day operations several years ago, he 
retains a position on the company’s Board, and remains the largest non-institutional; 
shareholder in the company. 

Previously, he was President of ELF, a manufacturer of packaging machinery, where he led its 
expansion into the international marketplace, with facilities in the US, South Korea, China, 
Hungary, Argentina, France, Poland, and the UK, and co-founded Fas-Pak, a leading national 
contract packaging company.  

Tom is also an active civic entrepreneur – in 2007 he was president of the Chatt Hills Organizing 
Committee, which led the referendum drive to incorporate the City of Chattahoochee Hills, 
Georgia. He has been a driving force in the development and implementation of the City’s 
cutting-edge zoning program, which will preserve over 70% of the 40,000-acre municipality as 
permanent green space in a national model of conservation-oriented development. He has 
served as the Mayor of Chattahoochee Hills for 10 years, is President of the South Fulton 
Municipal Association, President of District 3-SW of the Georgia Municipal Association and 
serves on the Executive Committee of the Aerotropolis Atlanta Board, all roles where he brings 
his entrepreneurial background to bear on local and regional planning and equity issues. He is a 
founder of the Chatt Hills Charter School, and mentors young entrepreneurs through his role on 
the Board of the UGA Entrepreneurship Program, among other corporate and volunteer roles. 



David Giguere (2021 – Present) 

Co-Creator and Co-Chair, Emerging 
Technologies Roundtable 

Geospatial Technologist, Atlanta 
Regional Commission 

 

David Giguere is the Emerging 

Technologies Roundtable Co-chair and a 

Geospatial Technologist in the Research 

and Analytics Group at the Atlanta 

Regional Commission. He holds a BA in 

Geography from Georgia State University, is a Certified GIS Professional and has twenty years of 

cartographic and GIS experience across desktop, mobile, server and online platforms. A two-

decade career with the ARC provides opportunities to innovate beyond the geospatial field, as 

David regularly challenges himself through the prototyping and deployment of emerging 

technologies. An aspiring futurist and champion of intrapreneurial innovation, he works to 

understand possible futures for our region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Katherine Atteberry (2022 – Present) 

Advisor, Emerging Technologies 
Roundtable 

Stormwater Planning Manager, Atlanta 
Regional Commission 

For over 20 years, Katherine Atteberry has 

planned and implemented stormwater 

management and watershed protection 

programs for both the public and private 

sectors.  Currently, she is the Stormwater 

Planning Manager for the Metropolitan North 

Georgia Water Planning District.  In this role, 

she provides planning and regulatory support 

to improve and preserve water quality through 

community partnerships, education, and policy guidance. She has a B.S. in Environmental 

Health and a Master of Public Administration from the University of Georgia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bennett Foster (2022 – Present) 

Advisor, Emerging Technologies 
Roundtable 

Principal Project Administrator, Atlanta 
Regional Commission 

Bennett Foster is a Principal Project 

Administrator at the Atlanta Regional 

Commission where he manages innovation 

and partnerships for the Mobility Services 

Department. Before joining the Atlanta 

Regional Commission, Bennett was the 

policy and advocacy manager for the 

Atlanta Bicycle Coalition where he worked to make Atlanta better by bike, foot and transit. 

Prior to moving to Atlanta, Bennett started a bicycle and pedestrian advocacy nonprofit in El 

Paso, TX called Velo Paso, which helped pave the way for the city's first bike share system. 

Though he calls Atlanta home, Bennett is a true blue Angeleno and can often be seen biking 

around with his Dodgers cap tucked under his helmet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amy Perez (2022 – Present)  

Advisor, Emerging Technologies 
Roundtable 

Senior Data Analyst, Atlanta 
Regional Commission 

 

Amy Perez is a Senior Data Analyst at 

the Atlanta Regional Commission 

(ARC) where she works in the 

Research & Analytics Department.  

Amy joined the ARC in 2021 and 

works on the PECAS land use model to create small area forecasts.  Prior to joining the ARC, 

Amy was a GIS Team Lead at a transportation consulting firm where she assisted state and local 

governments leverage new technologies. You can catch her flying a drone sprinkling wildflower 

seeds along your right-of-way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Past Roundtable Members 

 
Jessica Anderson (2021 – 2022) 

Director of Operations at DataWorks 

College of Computing 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

 

Jessica Anderson is a digital artist and arts 

advocate in Atlanta. She helped establish the 

Spelman College Innovation Lab in 2016, 

which she directed for two years. In 

partnership with the Urban Catalyst Lab, she 

has advocated for novel applications of 

technology in public art. She is currently the 

Director of Operations at DataWorks, a social 

justice-oriented job skills training program and data preparation agency that is incubated in the 

College of Computing at her alma mater, Georgia Tech. 

 



Eric Ganther, AICP (2022) 

Senior Project Manager 

HNTB 

 

Eric Ganther has worked for some amazing 

employers: San Francisco Municipal 

Transportation Agency, Coca-Cola, and now 

HNTB, where he gets to interact with Georgia 

DOT, Atlanta Regional Commission, the Atlanta 

BeltLine, the City of Atlanta, and MARTA. An 

experienced project manager, Eric explores novel approaches to solving problems and analyzes 

their feasibility. He then scopes, budgets, schedules, and tracks the resulting projects from 

conception to completion. He works in all project phases from planning, preliminary 

engineering, final design, through to implementation. Some key projects include Georgia’s 

statewide EV infrastructure plan, San Francisco’s demand-responsive parking program, Coca-

Cola’s alternative fuel shuttle network, employer-based EV charging network, and award-

winning bike/ped program.  

His projects have also delivered innovative communications and traveler incentive technology 

including transit real-time arrival and pay-not-to-park programs. Eric has worked on many 

MARTA projects including electrical power system upgrades for MARTA’s heavy rail transit 

stations, the region’s first Arterial Rapid Transit routes, North Avenue BRT, and other aspects of 

the More MARTA program. While Eric thoroughly enjoys the present, he firmly believes the 

best is yet to come. 

 

 

 



Doug Hooker (2021 – 2022) 

Executive Director (Retired) 

Creator, Emerging Technologies Roundtable 

Atlanta Regional Commission 

 

Doug Hooker leads the Atlanta Regional Commission 
(ARC), the agency which facilitates community and 
development strategies to enhance the Atlanta 
region’s growth and competitiveness. Throughout his 
career, Doug has worked for public sector and private 
sector organizations, including: Georgia Power Co., 
BioLab Inc., the City of Atlanta’s Department of Public 
Works, HDR, the State Road & Tollway Authority, and 
Atkins Global. He is active in his profession, currently 
serving as the President of the Executive Directors’ 
Council and as a member of the board of the National 

Association of Regional Councils. He was a cofounder of the Major Metros forum of this same 
association. 

Doug has been and continues to be active in community organizations with current board or 
advisory board service for the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, the Aurora Theatre, 
the Fox Theatre, Metropolitan Atlanta Community Band, the Ivan Allen College (of Georgia 
Tech), the School of City and Regional Planning (Georgia Tech), Agnes Scott College, and the 
Georgia Drawdown Project. His past service has included board or advisory board service for 
the Atlanta Music Project, the Aerotropolis Atlanta Alliance, the Council for Quality Growth, 
CHRIS 180, the Georgia Tech National Advisory Board, the (Georgia Tech) Civil & Environmental 
Engineering Advisory Board, Atlanta Technical College, the Emory University Board of Advisors, 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, the Atlanta Opera, the Georgia Conservancy, the Piedmont 
Park Conservancy, the Trust for Public Land (Georgia Chapter). He served on the inaugural 
board of directors for the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District, helping to set 
policy for long-term water resource management for the region. Prior to that he also served on 
the board of Research Atlanta, the Regional Leadership Forum and the Civic League – all 
dedicated to providing elected leaders and citizens databased policy recommendations and 
input. 

Hooker holds a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering and a Master of Science in Technology & 
Science Policy degrees from the Georgia Institute of Technology; he also holds a Master of 
Business Administration degree from Emory University’s Goizueta School of Business.  



Dr. Nashlie Sephus (2021 – 
2022) 

Applied Science Manager 
Amazon Artificial Intelligence 

Founder and CEO                     
The Bean Path 

Dr. Nashlie H. Sephus is the Applied 
Science manager for Amazon’s 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) focusing 
on fairness and identifying biases in 
AWS AI technologies. She formerly 
led the Amazon Visual Search team 
in Atlanta, which launched visual 
search for replacement parts on 
the Amazon Shopping app in June 
2018. This technology is a result of 
former startup Partpic (Atlanta) being acquired by Amazon, for which she was the Chief 
Technology Officer (CTO). Prior to working at Partpic, she received her Ph.D. from the School of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering at the Georgia Institute of Technology in 2014 and worked 
for a year with Exponent, a technical consulting firm, in New York City. Her core research areas 
were digital signal processing, machine learning, and computer engineering. She received her 
B.S. in Computer Engineering from Mississippi State University in 2007. She is featured as 
Georgia Tech’s inaugural top 40 under 40 alumni in the Class of 2020. 

Dr. Sephus is a native of Jackson, Mississippi and a 2003 graduate of Murrah High School/Power 
Academic and Performing Arts Complex (APAC). She had several internships and research 
experiences worldwide with companies such as IBM, Delphi, University of California at 
Berkeley, GE Research Center, GE Energy, Miller Transporters, and Kwangwoon University in 
Seoul, South Korea. 

In 2018, Dr. Sephus became the founder and CEO of The Bean Path non-profit organization 
based in Jackson, MS, assisting individuals and startups with technical expertise and guidance. 
In September of 2020, she became the owner and developer of the Jackson Tech District, at 
least 12-acres of mixed-use commercial real-estate in downtown Jackson to bring tech training 
and workforce/economic development to the area. In addition to these, she is the co-founder 
of KITTLabs in Atlanta, GA which was created to assist in building equity and opportunity, 
targeting Black entrepreneurs in STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, math). During 
her leisure time, she enjoys playing tennis, playing the piano, listening to music, bargain 
hunting, biking, gardening and working on do-it-yourself (DIY) projects at home. 


