
Earmark Repurposing Process

Transportation and Air Quality Committee
May 12, 2016

David Haynes
404.463.3280

dhaynes@atlantaregional.com

mailto:dhaynes@atlantaregional.com




The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2016 
allows states (DOTs) to repurpose FHWA 
earmarks if…

• The earmark was originally 
designated in legislation or an 
appropriations bill on or before 
September 30, 2005

• Less than 10% of funding has been 
obligated (or final voucher 
processed and project closed in 
FMIS) as of December 18, 2015



Projects receiving unused earmark funds 
must be…

• Located within the same state and 
within 50 miles of the original 
earmark project

• Eligible as defined under the 
Surface Transportation Block Grant 
Program

• Obligated on or before September 
30, 2019

• Matched at the same percentage 
share as the original earmark



Earmark projects in Georgia more than 10 
years old and less than 10% obligated

• 112 projects

• Unobligated funds total to about 
$166 million

Full list available at:
www.fhwa.dot.gov/cfo/earmarkrepurposing



Earmark projects in Georgia more than 10 
years old and more than 10% obligated

• 162 projects

• Unobligated funds total to about 
$59 million

• These projects would first need to 
be closed out in order for 
outstanding balance to be 
repurposed

Full list available at:
www.fhwa.dot.gov/cfo/earmarkrepurposing



If any funds have been spent on 
engineering and/or right-of-
way acquisition on a project 
which will not advance, that 
amount may need to be 
reimbursed by the sponsor or 
GDOT in order for the 
remaining earmark to be 
repurposed onto another 
project. 



Deadlines for notifying FHWA of desire to 
repurpose and earmark

To obligate funds in FY 2016

To obligate funds in a later year



Full FAQ available at:
www.fhwa.dot.gov/cfo/earmarkrepurposing

Frequently Asked Questions



Who has the final say on whether to 
repurpose an earmark and how the 
funds will be used?

A
GDOT, with “where applicable, 
concurrence from affected 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
and other agencies”

Q



How will those decisions get made?

A
Policy analysts in the Commissioner’s 
Office are working with Office of 
Program Delivery to identify 
opportunities and options.  

Q



What’s up with the emails from ARC?

A
GDOT has asked ARC to help inform 
local governments of this process and 
to gather input, particularly for 
potential transit projects.

Q



Any insight on GDOT’s strategy?

A
The general preference would be to 
keep the funds on a similar project 
within the same city, county or 
congressional district, but this may 
not always be possible.

Q



Can funds from one earmark be 
divided onto two or more projects?Q

A
YES



If an earmark is on the list, does that 
mean it must be repurposed?

A
NO

Q



What happens to the earmark if a 
repurposing request is not made?

A
The guidance provides no information 
on this, so the assumption is that 
nothing will change  The money will 
remain eligible for use on the original 
project indefinitely.  But the longer 
the funds sit idle, the greater the risk 
that Congress could rescind them.

Q



Can the repurposed funds be used on 
any phase of a project?

A
The guidance places no restrictions 
on the new use, other than requiring 
that the recipient project(s) be 
eligible under the STBG Program.

Q



Can the repurposed funds be used on 
any type of project?

A
The guidance places no restrictions 
on the new use, other than requiring 
that the recipient project(s) be 
eligible under the STBG Program.

Q



Can the funds be temporarily 
repurposed to “protect” them, but 
moved elsewhere later?

Q

A
NO, the guidance is very clear that 
this is a one-time opportunity.  Funds 
cannot be moved again (barring 
additional Congressional action on 
the issue in the future).




