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DRI Program Purpose and Roles

Identify developments with impacts extending beyond permitting 
local jurisdictions

Improve coordination among local governments and agencies on 
growth, development and transportation

Assess potential impacts early on

ARC’s role is advisory 

ARC shares DRI program implementation with GRTA

GRTA empowered to require conditions of approval – pedestrian, 
roadway or transit improvements - to mitigate transportation impacts



What Constitutes a DRI

When project exceeds thresholds that 
vary by location in ARC regional plan

 Lower threshold for Rural Areas, 
higher for Core

 Can be large conventional 
developments or specific uses like 
quarries, cement plants, etc.



DRI Review Stages

DRI “triggered” by request for local action like rezoning, building permit, etc.

ARC determines if project qualifies as DRI based on location and thresholds

ARC/GRTA hold Pre-Review/Methodology meeting with stakeholders to review
project and develop Transportation Impact Study (TIS) methodology

Applicant completes TIS and submits two required DCA forms

ARC completes a Preliminary Report and Final Report incorporating any 
stakeholder comments received

GRTA develops NOD based on their analysis and stakeholder input



2020 to 2023 DRI Review Activity



Trends in Review Volume and Type

2022 saw a record 47 total reviews

2023 has seen a notable decrease in submissions from 
2022 although still a historically higher volume

Mixed use residential/office/commercial, residential, 
data center,  and warehouse/distribution center remain 
most common types



Highlighted Project:

Forge Atlanta DRI 3533

City of Atlanta

Status:  Approved, property foreclosed on



Highlighted Project:

Forge Atlanta DRI 3533

City of Atlanta

Status:  Approved, in development, TAD set up



Highlighted Project:

Forge Atlanta DRI 3533

City of Atlanta

Status:  Approved

• Mixed-use project centered around 
2,795,300 SF of film studio space

• Ancillary warehouse space, single-family 
homes, retail, and hotel 

• 1,668-acre environmentally sensitive 

site along the Chattahoochee River 
• 1,668-acre environmentally sensitive site along 

the Chattahoochee River 

• Working farm elements

• Comprehensive trail system

• Preservation of extensive streams and buffers

Highlighted Project:

Project Rosebud, DRI 3929 

Chattahoochee Hills 

• Mixed-use project centered around 
2,795,300 SF of film studio space

• Ancillary warehouse space, single-family 
homes, retail, and hotel 

• 1,668-acre environmentally sensitive 
site along the Chattahoochee River 

• Working farm elements

• Comprehensive trail system

• Preservation of extensive streams and 
buffers



Highlighted Project:

Forge Atlanta DRI 3533

City of Atlanta

Status:  Approved, under construction



Highlighted Project:

Forge Atlanta DRI 3533

City of Atlanta

Status:  Approved, under construction



Highlighted Project:

Forge Atlanta DRI 3533

City of Atlanta

Status:  Approved, in permitting



ARC DRI Process Updates
Continued remote meetings which see greater 

participation

Continued close coordination with GRTA staff

Record number of 2022 DRI submissions left little 
time for process updates, slower pace in 2023 may 

allow for some updates

Process update wish list 

Complete ARC DRI rules update

Updated report and form formats

Ability to generate reports - by location, type/quantity of use

Tracking of post review disposition – clues on making our 

advisory comments more persuasive

Incorporation of evolving concerns about climate change

Hold DRI forum for local governments/developers



DRI Process Challenges and Responses

Limited ability to determine impact of ARC comments due to their advisory nature

Forge closer relationships with local planners to get more buy-in and implementation 
of our input

Continued pushback from applicants/developers on including basic sidewalks and 
crosswalks

Insistence in GRTA Notice of Decision meetings on provision of basic pedestrian 
infrastructure

High turnover of planners in local governments  

Share information on DRI process and procedures

Continued proposed stream buffer intrusions 

Emphasis that buffers are minimum size and critical for water quality



Questions?

Donald Shockey, Plan Review Manager

dshockey@atlantaregional.org

(470) 378-1531

atlantaregional.org/developments-of-regional-impact




