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Historically, population and employment gains in Metro 
Atlanta far outperformed the US average.
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The housing collapse caused significant 
loss of jobs in Metro Atlanta. 
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Text

Metro Atlanta’s gross regional product has 
increased only modestly since 2010.
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Median household income gains 
have been comparatively strong.

CHANGE IN MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME
2010 – 2015 (NOT ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION)
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Wage gains in Metro Atlanta lag its peers and are 
disproportionately enjoyed by high income individuals

CHANGE IN
AVERAGE ANNUAL WAGE, 2010 - 2016
(NOT ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION)

SOURCE: BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS; AVALANCHE CONSULTING
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7

Talent attraction in Metro Atlanta, however, has been 
uneven in recent years and trails its peers.
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Metro Atlanta suffers wide disparities among poverty 
rates for racial and ethnic groups.

Hispanic 25.7%

METRO ATLANTA POVERTY RATE, 2015

Black/African-American 19.2%

White 7.9%
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Despite these 
challenges, Metro 

Atlanta continues to 
provide an environment 
rich in opportunities for 

both individuals and 
businesses.
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Metro Atlanta is young and well-educated.
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Metro Atlanta is very entrepreneurial.
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Metro Atlanta is a significant R&D hub.

ACADEMIC R&D EXPENDITURES PER LOCAL JOB, 2015
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Minorities in Metro Atlanta possess greater levels of 
educational attainment than their peers in other regions.*

*although disparities in the educational attainment levels 
within racial and ethnic groups remain significant
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Metro Atlanta provides greater leadership opportunities 
for women and minorities than other regions.
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Metro Atlanta is deeply interconnected. The region cannot 
succeed unless all counties succeed. 

SHARE OF RESIDENTS WORKING OUTSIDE THEIR HOME COUNTY, 2014
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SURVEY RESULTS

As part of the strategic planning process, Avalanche 
Consulting surveyed nearly 2,100 residents. 



How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
economic performance over the past five 
years?
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How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
general economy?
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How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
education and workforce development?
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How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
business climate?
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How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
transportation and infrastructure?
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How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
economic mobility?

2.2

2.5

2.7

2.7

3.0

1 2 3 4 5

Support networks to enable people to exit
poverty

Social equity as goal of policies

Access to good-paying jobs

Diversity in leadership

Access to higher education

Poor Below 
Average

Average Above 
Average

Excellent
77



How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
housing?
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How would you grade the Atlanta region's 
quality of place?
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What should be the Atlanta region's top 
economic development priorities?
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If you had a magic wand, what one change 
would you make that would most improve our 
future economy?
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