
 

 

June 26, 2019 

 

ARC Board Adopts Community Engagement Plan 

The ARC Board unanimously adopted the Regional Transportation Community Engagement 

Plan. This plan serves as: 

1. A regional planning community engagement guide for the public;  

2. The official participation policy for transportation planning for ARC; and  

3. An ARC response to the U.S. Department of Transportation directive to develop a 

participation plan for the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP).  

The draft plan was presented to the Transportation Coordinating Committee and the 

Transportation and Air Quality Committee, receiving unanimous approval from both. The plan 

was available for public comment between April 12 and May 27. The ARC Board of Directors 

unanimously approved the plan at the June meeting. 

• Regional Transportation Community Engagement Plan Presentation 

 

https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/20190522-arc-board-regional-community-engagement-plan.pdf


An Update on Atlanta Region’s Plan 

John Orr, Manager of Transportation, Access, and Mobility at ARC, delivered an update on the 

Atlanta Region’s Plan. The Plan’s last major update was completed in 2016. Changes since then 

include More MARTA and community transit plan updates. Highlights of those updates include 

the DeKalb County Transportation Plan, which is expected to be presented for action in July, 

and the MARTA Board’s approval of More MARTA project prioritization. Additionally, it was 

noted that assumptions for federal funding have changed since the 2016 plan. A decrease in 

funding assumptions will have an impact on components of the plan.  

Mr. Orr outlined the Plan’s proposed transit expansions through 2030 and 2050, which includes 

22 miles of commuter rail and 30 miles of light rail transit. The next steps are working with 

regional partners, documentation, and engagement. The Board’s first review of the plan is 

anticipated in January 2020.  

 

ARC DBE Goal is 17.6% for 2019-2020 

ARC’s DBE Liaison Officer Britney Zwald delivered an update on the Disadvantaged Business 

Entity program, established by the USDOT to combat the effects of discrimination. The goal is 

for 17.6% of the business enterprises that ARC engages to be DBEs, which are certified at the 

state level. The goal is reset every three years. The plan is available on the website for review 

and is anticipated to be up for Board action in July.  
 

Legislative Update 

John Bayalis provided a legislative update that included house rural development council, joint 

commission on freight and logistics, innovative living options for seniors, and workforce 

housing. Bayalis also provided an update on the federal Transportation Infrastructure for Job 

Creation Act.  
 

Announcements and References 

• The Regional Council Peer Exchange took place June 3-5, 2019 in Boston, Mass. 

• The Development of Excellence award applications are open. 

• ARC’s 2019 State of the Region Breakfast will take place on Friday, Nov. 8 at the Georgia 

World Congress Center. 

• ARC Executive Director Doug Hooker was elected Vice President of the National 

Association of Regional Councils (NARC). 

 

The next ARC Committee Day is Thursday, July 11, 2019. 

The next ARC Board meeting is Wednesday, July 24, 2019 at 1 p.m. 


