


Social practice is an art medium that focuses on social engagement, inviting 
collaboration with individuals, communities, and institutions in the creation of a 
participatory art work.  

Artists working in social practice co-create their work with a specific audience or 
propose critical interventions within existing social systems that inspire debate or 
catalyze social exchange. 

The social interaction component inspires, drives, or, in some instances, 
completes the project.
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ALMA Presentation Final

Sometimes doing something 
poetic can become political 
and sometimes doing 
something political can 
become poetic.
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Land 

Citizenship

Freedom



The past haunts at the periphery.



Brooklyn Red Line 
Map 1938











Oral History Interviews

Walking as Research and  Way of Knowing
 

Historical Research



The Present Past



















”We get these letters all the time. There is an older  
woman on the block who was offered $350,000 in 
cash in a suitcase asking if she wanted to sell.”



“My interpretation is that the shoes represent feet on the 
ground. Being grounded.”   

“It’s the footprints of the community not being lost.  
We are reclaiming it.”



Walking as Performance and Act of Community Repair



Walking had returned to me a greater set of possibilities. And why walk, if not to create a 
new set of possibilities? 

 Garnett Cadogan – Walking While Black (2016)



RED LINE LABYRINTH 

https://vimeo.com/257740706






CivLabs Installation

“Collaboration” among 3 partners 

• Department of City Planning

• East NY Arts Organization

• East NY - Community Members  recruited by 
the arts organization































• Participation – the action of taking part in something
 
• Cooperation - the process of working together to the same end; 

assistance, especially by ready compliance with requests.

• Accommodation - a convenient arrangement; a settlement or 
compromise

• Collaboration- the process of two or more people or organizations 
working together to achieve shared goals

Levels of Participation



TOWARD ETHICS OF CARE IN SOCIALLY ENGAGED ART PRACTICE



ORAL HISTORY VALUES 

Oral history offers values as a guide and approach to a value/practice of reciprocity and 
care and wellness of the maker of the work and narrators

• Deep Listening in Relationship where narrator has authority over their own voice and 
what is produced from their interview

• Value Voice and Silence
• Co-ownership of the interview and Shared Authority over what happens to the 

archive and how it would dissemination to the public
• Reciprocity
• Love (Care and Commitment)  
• Transformation - the consciousness or material conditions of the 

community/participants are changed because of the work

 



Paolo Freire  on Dialogue

To enter into dialogue presupposes equality amongst participants.  Each must trust the others; 
there must be mutual respect and love (care and commitment).

Each one must question what he or she knows and realize that through dialogue existing thoughts 
will change and new knowledge will be created.



Praxis (Action/Reflection)

It is not enough for people to come together in dialogue in order to gain 
knowledge of their social reality.  They must act together upon their environment 
in order critically to reflect upon their reality and so transform it through further 
action and critical reflection.

Paolo Freire





 
Healing Piece
 
Create a balm for a wound 
that cannot be seen
Give clear instruction — 

Share with a friend


