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We are an INSTITUTION (a town square, a social innovation 
hub, a cultural center-- not just an attraction) that serves a 
national audience with

 Information (History, Truth, Tools)
 Entertainment (Focus, Engagement, Voice)
 Inspiration (Empathy, Models, Relevance)
 Connection (Relationship, Resources, Shared Vision)

THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR CIVIL AND
HUMAN RIGHTS BELIEVES IN JUSTICE AND
DIGNITY FOR ALL AND THE POWER OF
PEOPLE TO MAKE THIS REAL.



Our focus on the HISTORY of Civil and Human 
Rights grounds and distinguishes NCCHR.

SEEKING AND SHARING TRUTH

 What is this important history telling us about 
ourselves and our societies now?

 What is this important history telling us about we’ve 
missed?

 How might we really listen, share, and empathize with 
others’ understandings and human needs, especially 
as they differ from ours?

 What we can do with it to have a better—and for us 
that means more just, more equitable, more 
humane—future?





Truth & 
Transformation—It’s 
What We DO

Truth and Transformation is a Center initiative focused on addressing post-
Reconstruction era (1870s through 1910s) racial violence in the Atlanta 
region. This period is often described as the “nadir of Negro history,” the 
lowest point in African American experience. It is characterized by racial 
terror lynchings, segregation laws (Jim Crow), false imprisonment and 
forced labor, and state-abetted theft of black-owned land and assets. Even 
as African Americans faced attacks on their basic civil and human rights, 
however, they fought to regain the vote and protect themselves and 
neighbors from attack. This is a history of abuse, but also a story 
of resilience.

We have launched two projects under the T & T umbrella—
Truth and Transformation: 
Truth and Transformation: Westside Park



The Center’s goal is to help our community to 
engage critically with this era in public discourse 
(including panels, facilitated conversations, art, 
etc.), curricula, and through monuments and 
memorials. Recognizing the record, formally and 
publicly, is a crucial step to grasping opportunities 
for equity-focused transformation. This 
groundwork will make it possible to prioritize and 
implement steps for creating public engagements 
and memorials that reflect inclusive perspectives, 
engage truth-telling, and support racial justice.

TRUTH AND 
TRANSFORMATION:

WESTSIDE PARK



Westside Park Activities (Calinda leading)

1. Build a diverse collaboration of 
partnerships to guide the project and work 
together to repair legacies of racial violence, 
intimidation, and marginalization.

2. Model strategies for 
interpreting “difficult history” truthfully and 
empathetically in community conversations 
and in sessions for educators.

3. Document the process of building racial 
equity using a multi-stakeholder process so 
that in can be replicated.

4. Develop resources on convict leasing, and 
the post-Reconstruction era

5. Create curricular and co-curricular 
components and teacher resources for 
Grades 3-12

6. Host and support public engagements 
that reflect inclusive perspectives, engage 
truth-telling, and encourage racial justice.
7. Help develop memorial(s) and or 
commemoration(s) that feel appropriate and 
meaningful to all stakeholders.



The National Center for Civil and Human 
Rights, working with the Georgia Civil Rights 
Cold Cases Project at Emory University, 
Emblematic Group, and Equitable Dinners will 
join the efforts of these local coalitions in a 
significant way by generating a series of 
activities that will expand the reach of 
grassroots initiatives and amplify the 
conversation about history’s connection to 
current inequity. 

TRUTH AND 
TRANSFORMATION:

1906 RACE 
MASSACRE



1906 Race Massacre Activities (Jill leading)

1. Research individual stories of the 
victims and identify their 
descendants

2. Community engagement and 
storytelling/Microgrants
1.

3. Virtual reality/linking past to 
present.

1. 4. Community conversations
2.

3. 5. Community Engagement: 
Change the Name. The 1906 
Atlanta Race Riot was not a riot; 
it was an unprovoked massacre. 

4. 6. Curricular materials.
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The Atlanta History Center is guided by a mission 
to interpret historical subjects pertaining to 
Atlanta and derives authority from evidence-
based and professionally-developed 
interpretation.

We are committed to leveraging our resources 
and relationships for collaborative (both on 
campus and external) projects that advance this 
mission in an impactful and sustainable manner. 

We intentionally select partners and projects that 
reflecting the breadth and dynamism of Atlanta 
and Atlantans.



Seeking, Choosing, Prioritizing

IMPACT
Impactful community partnerships
• Utilize the AHC’s unique resources and 

authority to provide information and 
experiences otherwise unavailable (fulfills a 
need for which we are uniquely-qualified and 
which is otherwise unmet)

• Reach audiences who are proportionately 
underserved by other AHC offerings and are, 
therefore, targeted in the AHC’s efforts to 
become a more inclusive institution

• Build peer-to-peer relationships with 
organizations and/or individuals that will help 
the AHC to become a community resource 
and connector

SUSTAINABILITY
Sustainable community partnerships
• Have the potential to be replicable across 

time and/or geography (e.g. to be produced 
again at a later date and/or in a different 
parts of the Metro Area)

• Can be expertly created/produced using AHC 
and partner resources



NEIGHBORHOODS 
INITIATIVE

• Began as an idea based on 
insights from developing 
Gatheround in 2014

• Launched in 2018 with grant from 
the Michael C. Carlos Foundation

• Assist with community capacity-
building

• Connect people within and 
between communities

• Create a meaningful interpretive 
project



Neighborhoods Initiative
Community Collaboration and Accountability

Collaboration
We’re doing this 

together; this is what 
matters to our 

community

Relevance
We show up where we may not be 
expected. We get to teach and we 

get to learn

Empowerment
We help communities locate 

information that is useful for their 
current concerns.





https://atlanta-history-
center.opentour.site/mi-gente-a-guided-tour

https://www.civilandhumanrights.org/truth-
and-transformation-initiative/

https://atlanta-history-center.opentour.site/mi-gente-a-guided-tour
https://www.civilandhumanrights.org/truth-and-transformation-initiative/


WHERE DO WE 
GO FROM 
HERE?

Core factual knowledge (Not just what 
happened but an understanding of often-
forgotten people who “made history” here)

Identity and inclusion (Provides 
interpretation that gives people a voice—a 
sense of agency and importance)

Change through conflict and 
understanding of shared experience 
(Be courageous)



And why should 
we want to take 
make this 
journey?

Information--“There is nothing 
new under the sun”—We’ve 
crossed these bridges in other 
historic epochs

Change through conflict AND
understanding of shared 
experience 

Empathy-building experiences 
lead to policy and policy 
support
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