
 

 

Accomplishments of ARC TEAG (draft list for group to consider): 

 

The Transportation Equity Advisory Group has already shifted the engagement and planning 
process of the Atlanta Regional Commission in the short 2 years in which it has operated. The 
advisory members consistently generate ideas and work tasks based on their expertise and 
priorities.   ARC staff have been able to respond to these thoughts and questions via additional 
research and refinement of regional planning processes. This document outlines some of the 
accomplishments seen over the past two years.  

• Created, prioritized, and assigned timeline and staff resources to an ARC work task list 

related to equitable planning, indicating 18 tasks related to: 

o Equity measures 

o Research 

o Defining equity 

o Community outreach 

• Convened 11 meetings with 49 non-ARC staff and 17 non-ARC staff and attendees 

coming to at least one meeting 

• Generated a mailing list of 55 interested parties 

• Developed and ratified a group membership charter with full consensus that outlines 

group shared beliefs related to equity and outlines meeting structure. 

• Generated connections between group members and regional planning staff from ARC, 

GDOT, the ATL, with plans to invited other agencies, like MARTA and GRTA/SRTA.  

• In terms of measuring equity, the Group: 

o advised ARC on updated equitable target measures, including identification of 

specific demographic measures to include and how to portray geographic 

distribution of populations. ARC chose to work with two variations of population 

maps based upon group feedback (one indicating all protected classes and one 

specifically depicting regional distribution of concentrated populations shown by 

poverty and race). 

o advised ARC on creating an interactive demographic mapping tool, including 

discussion on ways this tool can directly assist members in their own community 

efforts. 

o further advised ARC on how to measure and account for benefits and burdens at 

regional and project level. These discussions will continue, and group is assisting 

ARC in furthering dialogs and measures around displacement of populations due 

to development. 

o provided feedback that helped refine how ARC measures the social equity 

performance of projects submitted for discretionary funding, leading the agency 

to move from a binary measure to a more granular measure based on the degree 

of concentrated ETA populations in an area served by a project.  



 

 

o challenged ARC to continue to disaggregate data by race and age, specifically in 

relation to measuring injuries and fatalities in bicycle/pedestrian crash rates, but 

extending to other measures as it is available. 

• Through the regular convening of this group, ARC has created an open forum to discuss 

any issues related to transportation planning and equity, allowing for members to 

generate topics. Future work will also allow ARC to reconsider and refine community 

engagement activities, with plans to expand reach and direct connection to 

communities represented by the equity advisory group. 

• Regular convening of this group has allowed an opportunity to generate expanded 

membership as word of mouth has reached more advocates, planners, and community 

leaders interested in participating. 

• Transparency: 

o Group defined and generated consensus on group charter and work tasks to help 

define direction of group’s efforts 

o Based on group request, a webpage was established on ARC’s website that lists 

all meeting dates, agendas, meeting materials, and notes. Meeting notes are 

sent to full mailing list after each meeting, regardless of attendance. 

 

 


