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1. Welcome – Acceptance of February 13th, 2020 TAQC Meeting Summary; Public Comment 

period 

 

Charlotte Nash, TAQC Chair, asked if there were changes to the meeting summary. Hearing no 

additional comments, the summary was accepted as presented. Commissioner Nash asked for 

public comments. There was no public comment. 

 

2. Chattahoochee RiverLand Study (First Read) 

 

Byron Rushing, ARC began with an overview of the origination of the Chattahoochee Riverland 

Study and the project partners and stakeholders supporting the project. Gwinnett County was 

recognized for providing financial assistance to complete the study.  Research conducted as a 

part of the study included the historical, social equity and transportation impacts of the 

Chattahoochee River’s contribution to the region. Mr. Rushing highlighted the Chattahoochee 

River recreational opportunities and varying characteristics of the three subareas: its 

northernmost suburbs in Gwinnett County through the urban core, City of Atlanta and Cobb 

County to its agricultural lands of Chattahoochee Hills.  The study’s goals are: 

▪ Safe Connected Corridor  

▪ Common Ground for All  

▪ Ecological Refugee for the Region 

▪ Living Legacy for Future Generations  

The plan is a product of technical data and research combined with public input and includes 

recommendations for implementing the vision for the Chattahoochee River and trail alignment. 

Mr. Rushing discussed the three primary considerations taken into account when determining the 

Chattahoochee Trail alignment and highlighted several of the trail sections and demonstration 

sites that provide access to the river. Trail accessibility was also highlighted under the Common 

Ground for All.  Meeting information, plan documents and other materials related to the study 

can be obtained on the Legacy website or hardcopies may obtained by contacting Mr. Rushing or 

the Trust for Public Lands who will be maintaining the website.  

 

John Orr, ARC provided a preview of next steps including TAQC’s future action on the plan.  

TAQC members expressed appreciation for the plan’s development.  A link to the study 

materials was requested by committee members. 

 

3. Early Impacts of Sales Tax Impacts on Transportation Finances 

 

John Orr introduced the discussion on fuel tax revenues in light of the COVID 19 pandemic and 

the significance of the data.  He showed a comparison of state and regional travel patterns 

between March and May 2020.   

 

David Haynes provided an overview of the impacts of decreased travel patterns on fuel tax 

revenues in the region using Georgia Department of Revenue collections data.  An analysis 

showed the difference in revenue collections across the counties in the region for April 2020 in 

comparison to collections in April 2019.  Mr. Haynes emphasized the relationship between sales 

tax and SPLOST and TSPLOST projects.  Overall collections for April 2020 for the region 

decreased 14.5 percent compared to April 2019.  Mr. Haynes highlighted the 36% decrease in 



revenue for the City of Atlanta while collections in counties outside the urban core remained 

fairly the same. The reductions were accredited to the City as major employment and retail hubs.  

 

State collections showed $2.03 billion collected in April 2019 however shutdown impacts on 

motor fuel tax collections for April 2020 are skewed due to a large onetime payment and cannot 

be accurately determined at this time.  

 

Mr. Haynes talked about the potential long-term impacts of the COVID 19 pandemic on various 

industry sectors and on the makeup of the economy. 

 

4. TIP Solicitation Update 

 

John Orr presented staff recommended projects for FY2021 submitted through the TIP 

solicitation process.  Recommendations are to be approved by TCC and TAQC with additional 

funding recommendations possibly offered later this fiscal year.   One of the considerations taken 

into account when selecting projects for staff recommendation was the need to meet the 

obligations for projects already in the TIP that were in right of way and construction phases.  

 

Recommended projects for each program include: 

▪ STBG recommendations = 31 projects totaling $30.9 million 

▪ TAP recommendations = 7 projects totaling $6.1 million 

▪ CMAQ recommendations = 4 projects totaling $6.7 million 

Orr cited transit expansion projects by Clayton, Douglas, Gwinnett and Rockdale Counties that 

are recommended for CMAQ funding.  Orr noted that a CMAQ conformity related TIP 

amendment will be required to include FY21 projects into the TIP which is projected to take 

place over the summer.  Orr emphasized the importance of project delivery and project 

authorization for FY21 projects as it relates to impacts on future funding availability.  

 

Funding balances increase substantially in FY2023 and beyond. Orr provided instruction on how 

to access the recommendations on the ARC website. 

 

5. Other and Committee Introduced Items 

 

John Orr announced Transportation reauthorization bill proposed in Congress called the Invest in 

America Act which includes transportation funding that would help with implementing 

transportation projects in the TIP. 

 

6. Announcements 

 

7. Adjourned 
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