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of living is almost exactly that of the national average. Manhattan (NYC), not 
surprisingly, has the highest cost of living of any urban area on the list.
A metro Atlanta resident with a $50,000 salary moving to Manhattan would need 
to make $110,558 to have equivalent spending power there. A move to San 
Francisco requires $84,612, while a move to Dallas requires (a slightly higher) 
$51,295.
Compared to the national index average of 100, metro Atlanta health care is 
11.4 percent more expensive than in the average metro area, but utilities are 
18.9 percent less expensive.
While the C2ER Cost of Living Index uses a similar methodology as the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI),  the COLI is not in itself a measure of inflation. We 
include data from the CPI in this snapshot as a reference. 



Atlanta Consumer Price Index

Transportation: 201

Housing: 176
Food: 177

Overall: 170

Medical (2021): 186

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,  ARC Research & Analytics



Atlanta Consumer Price Index
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Inflation in Metro Atlanta 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,  ARC Research & Analytics
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Inflation in Metro Atlanta 

Great Recession COVID-19

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,  ARC Research & Analytics



Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Index
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,  ARC Research & Analytics



Cost of Living for 25 Most Populous Metros

Average cost of living

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics



Income Equivalent to $50,000 in Atlanta

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics



Mapping Cost of Living

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics



Comparing highest vs. lowest COLIs
among the 25 most populous metros

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics



COLI Comparisons: Peer Metros

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics



Income vs. Cost of Living

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ESRI Business Analyst Online (2023), ARC Research & Analytics
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More purchasing power

Less purchasing power
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Income vs. Cost of Living

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ESRI Business Analyst Online (2023), ARC Research & Analytics



Average Home Price: 25 Largest Metros

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics



Average Monthly Apartment Rent: 25 Largest Metros

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics



Comparing Select Medical Expenses for 
High COLI / Low COLI Metros*

Three 
highest 
COLI 
metros

Three 
lowest 
COLI
metros*

*Of the 25 most populous MSAs in the US

Source: C2ER Cost of Living (COLI) Q1 2023, ARC Research & Analytics
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