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Autonomous Vehicle
Technology
Symposium

Wednesday, April 15th at 3:00-5:00pm
Atlanta Regional Commission -Harry West Conference Room

Cary Bearn
Senior Manager, Multimodal Design and Programs

National Association of City Transportation Officials
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People come first in the autonomous age.

People walking, biking,
rolling, and resting get
first priority for street
space and resource
investments.

Building for high-
capacity on-street
transit is essential
for growth without
congestion.

Freight and delivery
services are
consolidated to increase
efficiency. Vehicles are

downsized.

=
Private vehicles .
and parking are 2k 5 o N

deprioritized.
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What Does It Take to Move 10,000 People Per Hour?

One sidewalk of 12-15

5(1 0,000¢
gpenple)i :
E ] (10,000
people)

[ One protected bike lane of 12-15' ]

people)

about 23" of width with 80

Two bus-only lanes totaling
buses per lane in the hour

Alanding area the width and length of 38 lanes of
highway, with 42 flying vehicles taking off every
minute*

13 lanes of conventional arterial, with
lane in the hour

about 800 vehicles traveling through each ’ ‘

(10,000
people)

(10,000
people)
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Autonomous vehicles are
here, and cities are the
current and future testing
and deployment grounds of
this new technology.
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- : AUTOMATED TRANSIT NETWORK PILOT PROJECT

The Automated Transit Network (ATN) Demonstration Pilot is a free, on-
demand transit demonstration coming December 2026 connecting the ATL
SkyTrain at the Georgia International Convention Center to the Gateway
Center Arena using dedicated lanes called fixed guideways.

ATN PURPOSE AND GOAL

The ATN demonstration pilot is a test project to show how an ATN system can
work in real-life using Glydways technology. It will demonstrate the user
experience of the ATN and illustrate how the system can grow over time, in
real-world environments.
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Already, cities have documented robotaxis:

Entering and getting stuck in active
construction zones and pedestrian
areas

Failing to stop for school buses
letting children off near their homes

Stalling in the middle of
intersections across a city when
traffic lights went out

Navigating into flooded roads with
passengers onboard

Photos 1to 4: Austin, TX (via City of Austin); 5: Atlanta, GA (via Byron Rushing), 6: San Francisco, CA (via @chii-rinna)
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How cities can use the
power they have:

In many cities, this is largely
their voice and relationships.

Robotaxis Aren't
Coming, They're Here

A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR CITIES TO GET STARTED




Get started:
Understand the
regulatory landscape

Get organized:
Build an internal team

Get to work:

Set clear goals and
priorities for building
partnerships and
addressing challenges

Robotaxis Aren't
Coming, They're Here

A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR CITIES TO GET STARTED
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Thank you

Cary Bearn
Senior Manager, Multimodal Design and Programs
cary @ nacto . org

National Association of City Transportation Officials



