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Macro (Planning) vs. Micro (Design) Traffic
One segment volume spanning several side streets
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Sources
• Historical Counts – Using TADA

• US Census
• Governor’s Office of Planning & Budget Projections

 Website: https://opb.georgia.gov/

• MPO/Georgia Statewide Travel Demand Model 
(GSTDM)

• RITIS Data
• Project specific field counts

• Locally adopted Comprehensive Plans
 Shows current & future land use

Planning Level Traffic

https://opb.georgia.gov/


Comp Plan – Example: Chatham County - Savannah



Design Level Traffic
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• Requests are typically made by GDOT Project 
Manager

• For Safety and Operational Improvement Lump 
Sum Program requests it should be 
coordinated with the Office of Traffic 
Operations. 

Who Makes a Design Traffic Request? 



Preconstruction Status Report

Planning Field

Traffic completed for (2028/2048) & (2030/2050) 
on 10/01/2019



ProjectWise

Design Traffic Files

• Project FOLDER (PI Number – County –
Description)
• PE (Preconstruction)

• Planning
• Design Traffic



Importance of Design Traffic Forecasting



Covid-19
Traffic Volume Comparison
Traffic Forecasting Requirements memo 



Covid-19: Traffic Volume Comparisons:
Rural State Routes and Interstates



Covid-19: Traffic Volume Comparisons:
Urban State Routes and Interstates



Covid-19 : What Are We Doing To Keep Projects Moving?
• Travel patterns are different compared to pre-COVID, 

with schools not operating uniformly across the state 
(e.g., online schooling, in-person schooling, or a 
combination of both), as well as teleworking policies and 
operating hours being different for some businesses.

• Peak hour traffic volumes (especially AM) are observed 
to be lower especially in metro Atlanta when compared 
to Pre-COVID levels. 

• To continue design traffic forecasting activities during 
the current unprecedented conditions, Office of Planning  
developed a COVID-19 memo that details the additional 
requirements that needs to be followed.



Covid-19 : Traffic Forecasting Requirements memo

• Check on the availability of historical traffic count data 
and/or approved traffic forecasts in the vicinity of the 
project area. 

• Historical traffic count data collected within the last three 
years is acceptable for design traffic forecasting activities.

• Proposed NEW traffic count data collection should follow 
the DTF Manual and COVID memo. 

• Establish “count adjustment stations” for developing a 
project specific traffic adjustment factor.

Step 1: Traffic Count Map 



Covid-19 : Traffic Forecasting Requirements memo (Cont’d.)

• AADT Adjustment Factors should be developed based on a 
review of traffic count data at the “count adjustment stations”. 
This factor is then applied to the NEW traffic count data to 
develop existing year AADT volumes 

• For developing existing year DHVs, the K&D-Factors, turning 
movement patterns and any necessary adjustments should be 
based on historical traffic count data. 

• The Traffic Data Report should detail the development of 
project specific traffic adjustment factors.

Step 2: Traffic Data Report



Covid-19 : Traffic Forecasting Requirements memo (Cont’d.)

• Approved Growth Rates and K&D-Factors should be applied to 
develop the future traffic forecasting.

• Design traffic forecasts developed using NEW traffic count data 
collected during COVID-19 should add a note to the Traffic 
Diagrams: “Counts collected during COVID-19 and adjusted 
per GDOT Forecasting guidance”. 

Step 3: Traffic Forecasting Report
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