
 

 

ARC COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOW-UP 
Community Resources Committee (CRC) 

January 14, 2016– Meeting Summary 
Richard Oden, Chair 

 
Members Present Members Absent 
Richard Oden, Chair Brant Aden 
Kip Berry Kerry Armstrong, ex-officio 
Dennis Burnette Lisa Cupid 
Joan Garner Larry Johnson 
Deborah Jackson Katie Kirkpatrick 
Allie Kelly John O’Callaghan 
Mark Mathews Narender Reddy 
Mickey McGuire Malaika Rivers 
Ceasar Mitchell  
Charles Oddo  
Jeff Turner  

 

1. Welcome and Chair Comments          Richard Oden, Chair 
 

Chairman Oden welcomed the committee.  
 

2. Public Comment Period 
 
No Public Comment.  
 

3. Briefing on 2016 Chattahoochee Corridor Greenways and Blueways Study  
Allison Duncan and Jim Santo, ARC 
 
Allison Duncan provided background information on 25 years of greenspace and recreation plans 
developed by ARC and its regional partners in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s.  Many of the large 
tracts planned for in these studies resulted in public parks that benefit the region today. Jim Santo 
presented the basic outline of the Greenways/ Blueways study, which follows the tradition of the 
old greenspace and recreation plans that had been previously developed.  The goal of the study will 
be to catalog both existing and committed projects, identifying potential access, recreational, and 
greenspace opportunities.  The area of the Chattahoochee River upstream of Peachtree Creek has 
extensive existing recreation and greenspace, whereas the area downstream of Peachtree Creek has 
fewer facilities and less access.  ARC will develop a framework for a coordinated program for the 
entire Corridor.  
 
Mayor Deborah Jackson of the City of Lithonia asked if there were plans to create more river 
access to the Chattahoochee.  Jim Santo replied that there are no plans that he is aware of.  Doug 



 

 

Hooker of ARC commented that they do look at potential connections to bike trail systems.  
Chairman Oden stated that as they look at the river corridors, they should be identifying local 
resources for governments to acquire properties. 
    

4. Natural Resources Division Activities Briefing 
• Congressional Update on Water    Katherine Zitsch 

Katherine Zitsch of ARC gave the committee an update on the ongoing Water Litigation. 
 
• District Plan Update and Stakeholder Process    Sarah Skinner 

Sarah Skinner with the Metro Water District presented on the District’s unique approach to 
stakeholder engagement, specifically as it is related to the 2016 update of the Water 
Management Plan. She gave a brief overview of when and how the Metro Water District was 
created, which counties and cities are involved and the types of stakeholder groups participate 
in the planning process; the Basin Advisory Councils (citizen advisory group), the Technical 
Coordinating Committee (technical advisory group), and the Governing Board (policy setters 
and decision makers). 
 
The Metro Water District began the update of the Water Management Plan in January of 2014, 
with more focus on revising plan action items in 2015. Since January 2015, stakeholders have 
participated in 38 meetings, or an average of one meeting every 1.4 weeks! BAC and TCC 
members have contributed over 1,000 comments on the update of plan sections, and this is 
without having yet sent the plan out for public comment. District stakeholder have remained 
engaged and informed of the issues and have spent countless volunteer hour in and outside of 
meeting helping District staff and consultants prepare the plan update. After the update of the 
Water Management Plan is complete at the end of 2016, our stakeholder groups will continue 
to discuss basin-specific issues, tour water treatment facilities, implement plan measures, look 
into best management practices and make policy decisions. 

• Land use – Water Nexus    Chris Faulkner 
Chris presented on how the Metro Water District is working to better coordinate at the 
interface of water and land-use.  He highlighted items from the District Water Plan where 
land-use is a key component in effective implementation.  Chris also highlighted two projects, 
a green infrastructure strategy and the Georgia Storm water Management Manual, as examples 
of where land-use and water have significant coordination opportunities.  Chris closed by 
encouraging everyone to reach out as needed and highlighted a few area where the Metro 
Water District can provide technical assistance. 

• Sustainability    Crystal Jackson 
Crystal Jackson presented on Sustainability.  Mayor Deborah Jackson of Lithonia asked how 
the Green Communities program is marketed and how do you apply for internships.  She also 
asked if bike sharing is part of the program.  Crystal replied that they send out letters to elected 
officials and related department directors as well as send out an email newsletter.  The 
internship program is still being put together and will be a topic of discussions at the next 
focus group meeting.  Bike sharing is definitely part of the program.  
 



 

 

   
5. January Snapshot:  Mike Carnathan 

Mike Carnathan of ARC presented January’s Snapshot titled “Stuck in the Middle:  middle incomes 
and middle-wage jobs”. The Snapshot is available on the ARC website.   
 
 

6. There was no other business so the meeting was adjourned.  


