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1.   Welcome / Acceptance of June 14th TAQC Meeting Summary / Public Comment period  

 

Commissioner Charlotte Nash, TAQC Chair, called the meeting to order and asked if there 

were any comments on the draft 07/12/18 TAQC Meeting summary and hearing none, 

declared the summary accepted as previously distributed.  

 

2.  Private Sector Transportation Spotlight:  AT&T 5G Deployment  

 

Daniel Studdard, ARC, began introducing Rich Johnson of AT&T by connecting the update 

of the regional TSMO plan, which includes ITS technology, to the technological efforts 

underway by telecommunication companies like AT&T.   

 

In his role at AT&T, Mr. Johnson handles external affairs with local governments in Georgia.  

He emphasized the relationship of 5G to autonomous vehicle technology.  Statistics were 

presented depicting the changes in communication patterns in Georgia, the increase in data 

usage among users and the need for additional network capacity. Mr. Johnson detailed how 

AT&T is addressing this issue while looking at the future technological needs for 

autonomous vehicles and how the use of small cells will address increasing wireless data 

needs.  Mr. Johnson explained how small cells could be integrated into current transportation 

infrastructure, adding network capacity in areas where more wireless capacity is needed.  

 

AT&T’s 5G technology adds a layer of functionality that allows communication between the 

autonomous vehicles and the road.  He projected the 5G would have a $649M impact on 

gross domestic product in Georgia and other benefits of 5G investments including 

improvements in utilities and transportation infrastructure.  

 

Mr. Johnson stated that small cell legislation is a bipartisan issue pending small cell 

legislation in Georgia.  Three goals of legislation were identified: to modernize GA law to 

allow wireless access in the right of way, streamline the permitting process and reasonable 

fees and attachment rates. 

 

Mr. Johnson noted that AT&T is working to form a partnership with Georgia Power to allow 

faster broadband speeds to be transmitted through powerlines. AT&T is talking to local 

officials about what can be done either through permitting, agreement or an ordinance to 

ensure both public and private interests are met. He talked about some of the challenges 

AT&T has faced in the past with getting local government approval to put up small cells. 

When asked about small cell networking capabilities, Mr. Johnson stated that small cells act 

independent or act on a network of cells but work seamlessly with other 5G cells.  He stated 

that AT& T has invested $5 billion on 5G investment in the past three years in Georgia and 

gave a timeline for 5G to deploy where 4G currently exists by the end of the year. 

There was discussion regarding local government legislations, issues and concerns on use of 

public facilities for 5G.  

 

3.  "Safe Streets" for Walking and Bicycling   

 

Byron Rushing, ARC, provided a brief history and overview on the Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Safety Action Plan over the last year and the process, timeline for action and adoption of the 

plan.  This plan was identified as a need in the previously adopted Walk Bike Thrive Plan. 



 

 

The plan is responsive to state and federal performance measures on safety and utilizes a 

Vision zero by 2030 approach as opposed to state targets. Data was analyzed and revealed 

future increases in injuries and fatalities with primary factors being speed, number of lanes, 

lighting, and crossings.  Mr. Rushing identified the methodology for identifying priorities 

and highlighted evidence-based tools as recommendations for safety countermeasures. The 

countermeasures will be considered as a part of projects submitted for funding in future TIP 

solicitations.  There are short, medium and long-term strategies for project performance 

focusing on safety in project selection.  A complete streets workbook is being developed to 

help local governments determine how to implement countermeasures.  

 

A motion to approve was made by Mike Houchard and seconded by Liane Levetan.   The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

4.   Change in the FTA Designated Recipient   
 

Jean Hee Barrett, ARC, gave a brief overview of the HB 930 legislation creating the ATL 

Authority as the designated recipient of transit funds for the region.  MARTA is currently the 

designated recipient. TAQC will take action on a resolution designating the ATL Authority 

as designated recipient on August 9th and it will go into effect October 1st.  

 

A question regarding the timing of the resolution prior to an ATL Authority Board being in 

place came from Commissioner Pitts. The resolution is required for designation and there 

appeared to be no issue with the approving the resolution at this time. There are other steps in 

this process and approval by the TAQC Board is one step in the process. FTA still has to 

review and approve.  

 

A motion was made to approve and seconded by Jim Durrett. The vote was unanimous, and 

the motion passed. 

 

5.  Final Performance Measures Targets – Next Steps and Actions  

 

Deferred.  

 

6.   Update on Concept 3 Transit Plan 
 

 Lori Sand, ARC, provided an overview of the history of Concept 3 (Regional Transit Plan) 

plan development activities. The plan update looks at approximately 61 projects compiled 

from the original plan, local and state plans and stakeholder groups.  The updated version of 

the plan provides a standard definition for the mode terminology relative to the plan. Bus 

Rapid Transit (BRT) was the most popular mode with over 50 BRT projects identified in the 

plan.  

  

 The plan will incorporate transit projects from Gwinnett, Cobb and Dekalb.  Ms. Sand 

explained the evaluation framework and criteria used in scoring the project Concept 3 is a 

long-term aspiration plan. During the analysis, issues such as gaps in service and competing 

modes of services in the same areas were identified.  

 



 

 

 The plan includes interactive project maps with fact sheets that include performance data for 

each project.   Ms. Sands explained the Transit Vision Project Evaluations Measures are 

reliability, connectivity, efficiency, sensitivity, social equity, compatibility and job 

accessibility. She highlighted that 78 percent of transit projects have access to jobs and 73 

percent provide high job access for Equitable Target Areas, 89 percent have access 

addressing social equity. 

 

 Next Steps: 

• Work through connectivity issues 

• Conduct periodic updates to Concept 3 

• Work with ATL to develop a workflow between Concept 3 and RTP 

• Implement data management plan 

 

7.   Other and Committee Introduced Topics 

 

None. 

  

8.  Announcements 

 

Doug Hooker acknowledged ARC Staff Roz Turner’s son’s role in the reattachment of 

soldiers released recently from the North Korean Conflict.  

 

John Orr, ARC, gave an update on the ConnectATL conference being co-hosted with GDOT. 

He noted the visionary panelists and urged attendees to register before early bird registration 

closes on August 15th. The conference discussion will be centered around the future of smart 

communities. Currently there are about 36 confirmed speakers and seven different panels. 

 

John Orr introduced Michael Sherman with Federal Highway Administration on assignment 

with ARC. 

 

Adjourned.  

 


