
 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

June 5, 2020 Meeting Notes 

On-Line Meeting 

 

TCC Members or Alternates Present:

ARC  John Orr 

Atlanta  Jason Morgan 

Barrow Dan Schultz 

Cherokee Geoff Morton 

Clayton Keith Rohling 

Cobb  Erica Parish 

Coweta Thomas Handley 

DeKalb Sylvia Smith  
Douglas Miguel Valentin 

EPD Gil Grodzinsky  

Fayette Phil Mallon 

Forsyth --- 

Fulton   David Clark 

GDOT   Charles Robinson 

GRTA/SRTA  Jamie Fischer 

Gwinnett  Vince Edwards 

Henry  Sam Baker 

MARTA   Don Williams 

Newton  --- 

Paulding  Ann Lippman 

Rockdale  John Moretto 

Spalding  --- 

Walton  Joe Walter

 

MD-1 --- 

MD-2 --- 

MD-3 --- 

 

MD-4  Michelle Wright 

MD-5  --- 

MD-6  ---

Advisors (Non-voting):

CBMPO --- 

GHMPO --- 

GDOT I’modal  --- 

FHWA --- 

FTA ---



 

June 5, 2020, Meeting Summary

John Orr, Chair 

 

 

1. Welcome; Acceptance of May 22, 2020 TCC Meeting Summary and Public Comment 

Period 

 

After officially opening the meeting, John Orr, ARC. announced that there were no 

comments for the May 22, 2020, Meeting Summary.  

 

John Orr provided information on accessing TCC presentations and other information online 

via the ARC website. 

 
2. Upcoming Impacts of COVID-19 on TCC Member Operations   

 

Geoff Morton of Cherokee County reported that Cherokee County public offices are open for 

operation and are back to normal.  Public meetings are being held successfully in a county 

auditorium that allows for social distancing.  

3. Chattahoochee RiverLands Study (First Read) 

 

Byron Rushing, ARC began with an overview of the Chattahoochee Riverlands final report 

by acknowledging stakeholders and partners that provided assistance and support to the 

plan’s development. Gwinnett County was recognized for providing financial assistance to 

complete the study.  Research conducted as a part of the study included the historical, social 

equity and transportation impacts of the Chattahoochee River’s contribution to the region. 

Mr. Rushing highlighted the Chattahoochee River recreational opportunities and varying 

characteristics of the three subareas: its northernmost suburbs in Gwinnett County through 

the urban core, City of Atlanta, and Cobb County to its agricultural lands of Chattahoochee 

Hills.  The study’s goals are: 

▪ Safe Connected Corridor  

▪ Common Ground for All  

▪ Ecological Refugee for the Region 

▪ Living Legacy for Future Generations  

The plan is a product of technical data and research combined with public input and includes 

recommendations for implementing the vision for the Chattahoochee River and trail 

alignment. Mr. Rushing discussed the three primary considerations taken into account when 

determining the Chattahoochee Trail alignment and highlighted several of the trail sections 

and demonstration sites that provide access to the river. Meeting information, plan 

documents and other materials related to the study can be obtained on the Legacy website or 

hardcopies may obtained by contacting Mr. Rushing or the Trust for Public Lands who will 

be maintaining the website.  

The issue was raised regarding adequate parking at trailheads.  



 

John Orr stated that today’s presentation was the first read for a resolution for TCC approval 

of the study. 

 

4. TIP Solicitation Update 

 

John Orr presented the staff recommended projects for FY2021 submitted through the TIP 

solicitation process.  Recommendations are to be approved by TCC and TAQC with 

additional funding recommendations possibly offered later this fiscal year.   One of the 

considerations taken into account when selecting projects for staff recommendation was the 

need to meet the obligations for projects already in the TIP that were in right of way and 

construction phases.  

Recommended projects for each program include: 

▪ STBG recommendations = 31 projects totaling $30.9 million 

▪ TAP recommendations = 7 projects totaling $6.1 million 

▪ CMAQ recommendations = 4 projects totaling $6.7 million 

Orr cited transit expansion projects by MARTA, Cobb, Gwinnett and Rockdale Counties that 

are recommended for CMAQ funding.  Orr noted that a CMAQ conformity related TIP 

amendment will be required to include FY21 projects into the TIP which is projected to take 

place over the summer.  Orr emphasized the importance of project delivery for FY21 projects 

as it relates to impacts on future funding availability.  

Funding balances increase substantially in FY2023 and beyond. Orr provided instruction on 

how to access the recommendations on the ARC website. 

        

5. Other and Committee Introduced Items (Sales Tax Impacts from COVID 19) 

 

David Haynes, ARC provided an overview of data provided through the Georgia Department 

of Revenue on sales tax revenue collections for counties in the region for the month of April 

2020 in comparison to collections in April 2019.  Mr. Haynes emphasized the relationship 

between sales tax, SPLOST and TSPLOST projects.  Overall collections for April 2020 for 

the region decreased 14.5 percent compared to April 2019.  Mr. Haynes highlighted the 36% 

decrease in revenue for the City of Atlanta while collections in counties outside the urban 

core remained fairly the same. The reductions were accredited to the City as major 

employment and retail hubs.  

State collections showed $2.03 billion collected in April 2019 however shutdown impacts on 

motor fuel tax collections for April 2020 are skewed due to a large, one-time payment and 

cannot be accurately determined at this time.  

Mr. Haynes stated that revenue tracking will be an ongoing TCC agenda item. 

 

6. Announcements 

 

John Orr announced that TCC meetings scheduled for June 19th and July 3rd may be 

cancelled. 



 

David Haynes spoke on the transportation bill proposed in Congress called the Invest in 

America Act which includes transportation funding.  The bill was presented in the House, 

however, has not been approved in the Senate and faces significant changes.  

More information will be provided on the bill as it comes available. 

Mr. Orr stated that the next TCC meeting may be held in Microsoft Teams.  

Keith Rohling, Clayton County, reported through Rebecca Apter that Clayton County is back 

in operation and some recreational facilities are open. Meetings are still taking place via 

digital platforms.  

 

7. Adjourn 

 

With no further comments, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Handouts & Presentations: 

• 06.05.2020 TCC Slides  

 
 


