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Transportation Coordinating Committee – Meeting Summary 

John Orr, Chair  

 
1. Welcome/Acceptance of February 23, 2018 TCC Meeting  

John Orr, ARC, asked if there were any member comments on the draft 2/23/18 TCC 

meeting summary. Hearing none, the summary was accepted as presented. Mr. Orr asked for 

public comments. There were none.  

 
2. Potential Regional Transportation Impacts from the February 16, 2018 Court Decision of 

the South Coast Air Quality Management District v. EPA et al. 

David D’Onofrio, ARC, informed TCC about a recent court decision that has the potential to 

impact the ability of EPA to approve RTP/TIP conformity determinations that are currently 

in the pipeline. EPA put out a new set of rules implementing the 2008 ozone standard in 2015 

and revoking the older 1997 standard. ARC then adjusted air quality conformity modeling to 

the new area and standard. On February 16th, a court ruled that the 2015 process was 

inconsistent with Clean Air Act, making ARC’s RTP and TIP, as well as many other MPOs’ 

across the nation, nonconforming. The EPA has until March 16 to file an appeal or a stay, in 

which case ARC’s TIP Amendment #4 will be unaffected. However, if they do not, ARC 

staff believes the Federal government will be unable to sign off on any project/program 

changes, including all funding from the TIP solicitation, even exempt projects, until further 

notice. This also includes any financial changes that required an amendment change.  

 

In anticipation of an expected outcome, ARC is currently updating the conformity modelling 

to 1997 standards. However, it is unclear if the EPA will have to come out with a new set of 

rules and public comment process before they will be accepted. There are currently many 

unanswered questions. ARC is still moving forward with TIP approvals and requests that 

project sponsors continue to move projects forward until otherwise notified. ARC will follow 

up with more information as it becomes available.  

  
3. FHWA Resilience and Durability Pilot Program Work Program   

David D’Onofrio discussed a $200,000 Pilot Program assistance grant to further resiliency 

planning that ARC was recently awarded. The goals of this program are to develop methods 

to assess vulnerability of transportation assets and systems, deploy resilience solutions to 

current and future extreme weather events, and integrate resilience and durability into agency 

practices. ARC’s application goals were to integrate resilience and durability into agency 

practices and to prepare a vulnerability and high-level risk assessment of the transportation 

system to extreme weather and future climatic conditions. 

  

To integrate resiliency into the agency’s work, ARC will revisit resilience in the RTP 

framework’s goals and objectives, and characterize the importance of resilience planning to 

regional wellbeing and the economy in the RTP, incorporate resilience performance 

measures for future solicitations in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and 



  

 

incorporate resilience as a component of a successful Comprehensive Transportation Plan 

(CTP), as well as highlight locations of concern for resilience in CTPs.   

 

The pilot project will last 2 years and is expected to end in April 2020.  

 

Discussion 

• The program should also consider extreme winter events. 

• While it is important to look at the frequency of 100-year floods changing, there are 

much smaller storms causing a lot of damage more frequently. 

• This is an opportunity to coordinate resiliency planning with all the maintenance 

projects that are currently and soon-to-be scheduled.  

• This is also an opportunity to work with many other agencies and organizations, 

though it is important to get everyone on the same page as 100-year storm may have 

different definitions across groups. 

• This is not just a climate change project. This project will be looking at where we 

need resiliency now.  

• Some areas of the region already have updated 100-year model results. Adding 

another model output will make things more complicated. It would be good to work 

together and use what already exists. 

 

4. Major Mobility Investment Program (MMIP) Implementation Updates             

Matthew Fowler gave an overview on the MMIP delivery and progress of choosing access 

points. The MMIP has a long history of plans including the HOV Strategic Implementation 

Plan (2003), ML System Plan (2009), ML Implementation Plan (2015), Major Mobility 

Investment Program (2016), and finally MMIP EL System Buildout (2028). Some of the 

corridors have had access points planned out 10 years ago. While some of those points have 

stayed the same, many have changed. The final access point map will be finished in a few 

months. 

 

There are many different types of express lane access points including half-diamond direct 

arterial access, direct ramp flyover, full-diamond direct arterial access and slip access. 

Access points are being prioritized in many ways. Future demand is being considered using 

the ARC Model and future project analyses. Cost is considered using Basis of Estimates. 

Adjacent distance considers the availability of access points serving a similar 

movement/area. An access point with ‘poor’ adjacent distance would rank higher to ensure 

the movement/area is served. This is to balance the corridor and system’s mobility vs. access 

needs. Transit connectivity is being considered to makes sure the Express Lanes & transit 

complement each other. A Transit Working Group is currently underway with transit 

partners. Existing and planned transit investments are being considered, as well as, 

connectivity with activity centers and coordination with park and ride locations. The location 

of Activity Centers is important since they are a hub for employment and residential access. 

Finally, traffic operations, geometry, and safety considerations are being made for access 



  

 

performance (to be further evaluated under NEPA and design). During this process, many 

stakeholders have been involved including cities, counties, MARTA, and others. There have 

been 48 stakeholder meetings so far in this process. 

 

5. FIRST READ – Issue Summaries and DRAFT Resolutions for Transit Formula Funding 

Program Policies                          

Jean Hee Barrett, ARC, gave an overview of the policies that the Transit Operators 

Subcommittee (TOS) have updated for the transit formula fund programs Section 5307, 

Section 5337, and Section 5339.  Several of the changes are required per federal 

transportation bills. The document contains policies and procedures for the Atlanta 

Urbanized Area suballocation formula programs including annual apportionment 

calculations, suballocation distribution formulas, and suballocation notification processes. It 

also includes transit Program of Projects (POP) procedures for development and 

maintenance. 

 

Section 5307/5340 Urbanized Area Formula Fund 

• Can be used for:  

o Planning: Studies, Evaluations, Plans and Specifications, Engineering and 

Design 

o Capital: Purchase Vehicles, Transit Improvements, Education & Training, 

Third Party Contracts, Facility Construction 

o Operating: Fuel, Wages, Purchase of Service, Loan Interest 

• Regional subrecipients: MARTA, Transit Operators, Counties within Atlanta 

Urbanized Area 

• Period of eligibility – 6 years 

• % Federal participation varies  

• One-half percent (0.5%) amount of total annual apportionment is reserved for 

regional transit planning and/or other regional projects. The remaining 99.5% of 

annual apportionment sub allocated to MARTA, other transit operators, and counties 

within Atlanta Urbanized Area. There is a portion of annual apportionment set-aside 

for Low-Income Component. 

 

Section 5337 – State of Good Repair 

• Can be used for: 

o Fixed Guideway (Rail): Track, Replace, Rehabilitate, Equipment 

o High Intensity Motorbus: Facilities, Technological Changes, Innovations to 

modify vehicles and facilities 

• Regional subrecipients: MARTA, CobbLinc, Gwinnett County Transit, GRTA/SRTA 

• Period of eligibility – 4 years and must have been in operation for at least 7 years 

• % Federal participation is 80% for both Fixed Guideway and High Intensity 

Motorbus 



  

 

• 100% of the amount of total annual apportionment of Fixed Guideway State of Good 

Repair tier is reserved for MARTA. Annual apportionment for High Intensity 

Motorbus tier is distributed among operators that report transit statistics to the 

National Transit Database for the use of HOV or HOT lanes and have operated 

motorbus service for at least seven years. 

 

Section 5339 – Bus and Bus Facilities 

• Can be used for: 

o Buses/Vans: Purchase, Replace, Rehabilitate, Equipment 

o Construction: Facilities, Technological Changes, Innovations to modify 

vehicles and facilities 

o Components: 5339 – Formula, 5339(b) – Bus Discretionary (Competitive), 

5339(c) - Low or No Emission (Competitive) 

• Regional subrecipients 

o Two Agencies 

o Seven Counties 

• Period of eligibility – 4 years 

• % Federal participation 

o 80% Capital 

o 0.5% Workforce Development Activities 

• One half of one percent (0.5%) amount of the total annual apportionment reserved for 

Project Administration by MARTA as the Designated Recipient to administer grant 

awards. The remaining 99.5% of annual apportionment is suballocated to the 

Designated Recipient, state and local jurisdictions and governmental entities eligible 

to receive direct grants or operate fixed route bus services. Eligible recipients may 

allocate a portion of their Section 5339 funds to a private nonprofit organization or a 

“third-party operator” that operates fixed route bus service within the Atlanta UZA 

 

The first read of the document for TCC and TAQC is in March with action by TCC and 

TAQC in April. There will be an ongoing review of policies by TOS as needed and to 

respond to changes to future FTA rules and regulations. 

 

6. FIRST READ – Issue Summary and DRAFT Resolution for Atlanta Regional Truck 

Parking Assessment Study 

ARC staff and the team have completed the recommendations for the ongoing Atlanta 

Regional Truck Parking Assessment Study.  Daniel Studdard, ARC, updated the Committee 

on the status of the project. ARC Committee action is planned for April.  

 

Due to hours of service requirements, which includes max number of driving hours and min 

numbers of hours stopped, trucks are having to pull off the road whether there are truck 

parking facilities or not. Trucks stopping on the side of the highway and in vacant lots can be 

dangerous for truck drivers and other vehicles. Many counties have no authorized truck 



  

 

parking spaces. In the truck driver survey 92% of respondents responded that it takes them 

over 30 minutes to find a place to pull over. Many strategies came out of the truck parking 

study including:  

1. Add or expand the truck parking supply by working with CTPs, doing Freight Cluster 

Plans, and working with local governments.  

2. Develop truck parking policies to incentivize shippers and receivers to provide parking 

and incentivize off-peak freight operations. Also, review DRI requirements, zoning 

codes.  

3. Develop truck parking partnerships by providing updates through the freight advisory 

taskforce and providing parking information to stakeholders. Also by participating in 

FHWA National Coalition on Truck Parking. 

 

7. Legislative Updates  

Kofi Wakhisi, ARC, gave an overview of proposed legislation in the Georgia General 

Assembly that may impact the region. Several bills have been introduced in many subject 

areas, four of which relate to transportation. House Bill 930 and Senate Bill 386 both propose 

a new transit rebranding and governance framework to be called Atlanta-region Transit 

Link.  SB 386 creates a new agency within GRTA and requires MARTA to operate all the 

transit in the region. HB 930 proposes that “ATL” would take the place of GRTA and that a 

tax on Uber and Lyft would provide a state funding source for new transit expansion. 

Additionally, both bills provide a mechanism for local governments to establish an additional 

one cent sales tax that would be allocated toward new transit.  Both the Senate and House 

bills passed by an overwhelming majority. ARC will send out more information on all bills.  

 

8. Other and Committee Introduced Topics 

None 

 

9. Announcements 

 None 

 

Adjourn. 

  


