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1. Welcome/Acceptance of January 11, 2018 TAQC Meeting  

Summary / Public Comment period1   
 
Vice Chair Buzz Ahrens called the meeting to order and began by stating that Chairman 
Charlotte Nash was running late but she requested that the meeting begin without her. (Note 
– Chairman Nash arrived prior to the votes on the action items below.) He then asked for 
public comment, and there was none. Vice Chair Ahrens asked for comments on the January 
11th meeting summary from the committee. Hearing none, the summary was accepted as 
presented.                          

 

                                                      
1 A 10-minute period for public comments is designated at the beginning of each regular TAQC meeting.  Each commenter must sign up before 
10:30 AM on the meeting date.  Each speaker will be limited to two minutes.  If the comment period expires before all citizens have an 
opportunity to address the Committee, citizens will be invited to provide their comments in writing. 



  

2. Fulton County Transit Plan                 
 
Vice Chair Ahrens introduced Eric Bosman, with Kimley Horn, the consultant for the Fulton 
County Transit Plan.  Mr. Bosman said that he presented at TAQC last fall when they were 
earlier in the process, and is here today to provide an update.  They identified numerous 
potential transit projects during their planning process.  The process included extensive 
public outreach, including 30 public meetings, additional community events, over 2400 
online survey responses, and meetings with numerous government agencies. The plans 
showed that there are differences in needs in North Fulton and South Fulton, but there is 
consensus that additional transit is needed for residents and businesses in the county.  The 
plan also looked at potential future transit in adjacent counties and where connections across 
counties would be needed. 
 
Fulton County leadership is interested in legislation that will allow up to a ½ cent additional 
sales tax to fund this plan, knowing that this will likely be a ¼ cent additional tax when 
enacted.  The County is also interested in how the MARTA one cent sales will be used in the 
future and potential funding that may be identified in transit bills currently moving through 
the state legislature. 
 
Mayor Clarkson brought up transit along I-285 north between I-75 and I-85. He said that the 
Peachtree Gateway Partnership in North Dekalb had discussed the need for transit along this 
corridor across multiple counties. He said that at a recent meeting with multiple local 
governments and GDOT Commissioner McMurray that there was no plan that is likely to be 
enacted for rail transit along the top end of I-285.  Mayor Clarkson expressed concern that 
managed lanes might be constructed along I-285 that may restrict implementation for other 
uses.  He said that the Peachtree Gateway Partnership showed potential interest for dedicated 
lanes for autonomous vehicles along this corridor. 
 
Tread Davis said that these lanes might be managed lanes initially, like the managed lanes 
being constructed along I-75/I-575.  But that later these lanes could be converted to 
autonomous vehicle lanes. Mayor Clarkson said he wanted to be sure the funding source for 
these lanes does not prevent a conversion like this. 
 
Doug Hooker, ARC, said that the environmental process requirements for projects like the 
managed lanes along I-285 mean that a significant change to the project would require 
redoing the environmental analysis.  This may add significant cost and time delays.  
 
Chairman Armstrong said that he hopes something significant will come out of the state 
legislature to help fund transit implementation. He added that technology is always changing 
and that we should continue to look at new technology options as part of our planning 
process. 
 



  

3. Gwinnett County Comprehensive Transportation Plan  
 
Vice Chair Ahrens introduced Alan Chapman, Gwinnett County, to give a presentation on 
the Gwinnett County Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP). Mr. Chapman said that this 
plan involved significant data collection and public involvement, policy and project 
recommendations, and used the short-term projects to develop their upcoming SPLOST.  The 
plan also identified the need for a separate transit planning effort.  He said that it has been 
eight years since the last CTP was finalized and there has been significant growth in the 
county since then. This plan also positions the County to pursue state and federal funding for 
project implementation. 
 
Mr. Chapman said that the outreach part of the plan developed a specific set of vision and 
goals for the county. The outreach efforts included 25 community events in addition to 12 
public meetings and a Metroquest online survey that received over 5,000 responses.  Growth 
projections show the County will have 1.4 million to 1.5 million residents by 2040. The plan 
developed a universe of projects based on the data analysis and public input, and used 
ranking criteria based on the goals and objectives.  Funding constraints were then used to 
develop short-term, mid-term, and long-term project lists.  The County is also delving deeper 
into bike/ped needs, truck parking needs, and will be working with the Gateway 85 CID on a 
freight cluster plan in southwest Gwinnett County. 
 
The outreach process showed that about 66% of respondents said that additional transit is 
needed in the County.  However, opinions on the preferred modes varies widely.  Coverage 
& connectivity, and congestion relief were the top priorities for transit for survey 
respondents.  The survey also asked what would make respondents more likely to take 
transit.  Better connections to Metro Atlanta and serving more of the County were the top 
two responses.  A majority of respondents also said they would support a sales tax to pay for 
transit.  The transit plan is expected to be completed later in 2018.  
 

4. Action Items – Issue Summary and Resolution for TIP Amendment #4                           
 
John Orr, ARC, began by saying that ARC has previously briefed TAQC as well as GRTA 
on this TIP Amendment, that this Amendment went through a 30-day public comment period 
and that the Southern Environmental Law Center sent a letter with a few comments, 
primarily saying that this amendment should fund more transit.  Separately, some comments 
were received in opposition to transit expansion in Douglas County.  Mr. Orr said that this 
transit expansion came from a planning process that included extensive local outreach and 
positive feedback to the new transit, and so these projects are still moving forward. 
 
Mike Houchard made a motion to approve the resolution adopting TIP Amendment #4 as 
presented, with a second by Commissioner June Wood.  The motion then passed 
unanimously by those in attendance. 



  

 
5. Action Item – Issue Summary and Resolution Adopting USDOT-Required Safety 

Targets  
 

John Orr, ARC, said that these safety targets are consistent with GDOT’s state safety targets 
and that these targets have been previously approved by TCC.  He said the TCC discussion 
showed some interest in potentially pursuing more stringent targets at some point in the 
future. 
 
Chairman Charlotte Nash made a motion to approve the resolution adopting the USDOT-
Required Safety Targets, with a second by Clark Boddie. The motion then passed 
unanimously by those in attendance. 
 

6. Legislative Update   
 
John Orr, ARC, said he is filling in for Scott Haggard on the legislative update. Mr. Orr 
began with the proposed federal funding legislation, which he said includes $200 billion in 
funding.  A significant change in this legislation would be shifting typical federally funded 
projects from an 80% share of federal funding for a project’s cost and 20% of funding from 
non-federal sources to a formula with 20% federal funding and 80% non-federal funding.  He 
explained this legislation seeks to expand state and local funding, and that HB 170 funding 
will potentially qualify as part of this expansion. 
 
Orr then discussed the transit legislation at the state legislative level. He said the state House 
is looking at a regional transit governance for a 13-county level. This also has the potential 
for long term transit funding.  The senate bill is like the house bill, but it requires rebranding 
of the region’s transit system to “The Atl”.  Chairman Nash added that there are some 
differences between the two bills in how the regional transit boards would be developed.  She 
said she was impressed that the House Speaker had done a press conference related to the 
transit bills, which is not common, and showed the commitment level to this legislation.  This 
appears to make it more likely that some type of bill will pass.  She added that many other 
legislative leaders have also been key in moving this process forward. 
 
Doug Hooker, ARC, added that the proposed federal transportation legislation does not 
provide new funding, but reallocates funding that was previously dedicated to other areas.  
He added that the proposed 80/20 federal funding shift is significant.  He said that this was 
included because there is a federal interest in adding more private sector funding to the 
transportation funding process 
 
 
 
 



  

7. Other and Committee Introduced Topics  
 
Commissioner June Wood, Henry County, mentioned that they recently had a police officer 
in the County who was killed in the line of duty.  She said that two other sheriff’s deputies 
were also injured in the line of duty. She added that Henry County appreciated the support 
they had received from within the region as well as nationally about these shootings. 

 
8. Announcements  

 
None 
 
There being no other business, Vice Chair Ahrens adjourned the meeting. 
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