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February 3, 2023, Meeting Summary  

 
 

1. Welcome, Public Comment, Review of 1/13/2023 Meeting Summary    John Orr, ARC 
No public comment received before the meeting.  
Next meeting, we will review two Meeting Summary reviews (January and February).  

 
2. Discussion on 2023 TIP Activities and Future TIP Solicitation Patrick Bradshaw, ARC 

Patrick Bradshaw presented on activities in the queue for calendar year 2023 (TIP amendment #7).  
Amendment 7 is to close out FY 2023 and help with GDOT’s ongoing efforts to rebalance the 
STIP. This will incorporate financial and schedule changes to the GDOT Major Mobility 
Investment Program.  

• A full 30-day comment period will run March 16 – April 14. All committee and board 
action will take place in May 2023. Documentation will be submitted to US EPA on May 
16.  

• Amendment cost increase thresholds determine whether an increase to the federal share of a 
project’s cost require an amendment or administrative modification to process. 
Modification processing timeframe is about 1.5 months.  

• TIP/MTP project database overhaul will take place this year. ARC will advertise consultant 
services this Spring.  

• TIP solicitation planned for 2023 (summer application window).  
• TIP 101 training will likely be held at ARC this Summer to explain how projects are 

included and maintained in the TIP.  
 
Q (Henry County): What do you want this database to be able to do? 
A: When a sponsor logs in to make a change, you have to do a full request of what you want to do, 
and ARC has to then change it on our end. We would like a sponsor to make changes on their own 
to create less opportunities for typos or errors. We would also like to completely eliminate emails 
and doing everything through the database. Lastly, we would like to integrate GIS into the 
database.  
 
Q (Jamie?): With the TIP solicitation, do you anticipate updating the cookbook before that?  
A: We are in the process of updating the cookbook now and will hopefully be able to solicit 
feedback at a later date.  
Q: Would this solicitation get into the MTP update this year? 
A: These would be in Amendment 1. 
 

3. Regional Freight Plan Update Daniel Studdard, ARC 
Not being presented today; will push to March meeting.  

 
4. 2020 Atlanta Urbanized Area Discussion John Orr, ARC 

John Orr presented on the 2020 census results that were released in late December 2022 and 
mapping was released within the last few weeks.  

• There are 17 urban areas over 50,000 population in Georgia.  
• Atlanta urban area increased from 4.5 million in 2010 to 4.9 million in 2020.  
• The criteria for an urban area significantly changed since the 2010 census. They changed 

the rules for determining this and ARC will be having a meeting with the Census Bureau 
regarding the formula and so that we can understand what has been done.  



 
Notable changes include: 

• Westside: Urban area does not go into Carroll County.  
• Southside: Similar to 2010 but did shrink in Spalding County as Griffin is now a standalone 

area.  
• Eastside: Urban area runs up I-20 corridor into Covington similar to 2010. Before the 

census information went out, it was contiguous out to Winder but now there is a standalone 
area in Winder.  

• Northside: Parts of Forsyth County have been pulled into the Gainesville Hall area which 
seems counter intuitive given the travel patterns of Forsyth County residents. 

 
These changes impact membership (technical committees and policy committees). We will have to 
update and adopt a new planning boundary, but we do not have to do that this year.  
 
Q (Bill): For areas that have urbanized AND non-urbanized, what does that mean from a project 
funding standpoint? 
A: We can only expend urban funds within our planning boundary. When we draw the regional 
planning boundary, we will try to draw it at the complete county level. However, for some 
communities that will not become urbanized in the next 10 years, we can draw partial counties.  
 
Q: When do you think the planning boundary will be set? 
A: It will not be immediate but will be at some point this calendar year.  
 
Q (Jamie): Is there a possibility that there would be new MPOs formed?  
A: The only one would be Winder, otherwise Gainesville-Hall is becoming a TMA.  
 

5. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Discussion  Liz Sanford, ARC Staff 
Liz Sanford presented on the MTP update. The ARC team is approaching the MTP update with a 
two-step approach; Step 1 – reset baseline to give a firm foundation of where we are now and what 
our future looks like. Step 2 – visioning, scenario planning and policy framework.  
 
ARC team is driving towards a work session with our board in April-May. Over the summer we 
plan to present at Connect ATL summit to start thinking about changes in policy work.  
 
Jurisdiction meetings with TCC members will take place in March – April as well as May – June 
(with Connect ATL). TCC members will participate in sub-regional roundtables in July to discuss 
regional ideas that are more than one county but not the whole region. The project team hopes to 
do local government briefings throughout the year.  
 
The ARC team will be rethinking public engagement during this process to balance the cost-
benefit ratio. We are going to try a few new things – hoping to use this to work closely with 
County engagement staff to come up with practices that will elevate public involvement to have an 
impactful presence.  
 
Q (EPD): When will the modeling be done and what will it include? 
A: We have a detailed chart of the modeling, but the modeling will not be including emissions 
modeling. Need to coordinate with EPD as they are receiving new population information.  
 
Q (EPD): Will the model be calibrated with the 2020 census data? 
A: That is a question that we are starting to have conversations on now regarding conformity 



modeling. We do realize that we would not expand the modeling domain and for areas that may no 
longer be included in the urban area.  
 
Q (Phil): Our CTPs do a good job of looking within our border. We do not do a good job of 
integrating it with our neighbors. A little bit more from ARC regarding this cross-county 
information would be needed. A slightly stronger, more assertive analysis at the regional level 
would be good.  
A: TCC will always talk about big ideas and the sub-regional task forces could fill this role. We 
want to highlight where the needs and future challenges are since a lot has changed in the last few 
years.  
 
Q (Henry County): A few years ago, Gwinnett County completed a CTP and at the beginning of 
the planning process they invited all of the neighboring jurisdictions to discuss what projects and 
planning efforts were underway. Because there was face to face interaction, the counties were able 
to update their plans to be the same.  
A: Coordination across counties is a requirement of the CTP program. How that translates into a 
work scope varies considerably. This is an area where ARC can reinforce the importance of that.  
 

6. IIJA Grant Activities and Discussion on RAISE  David Haynes, ARC Staff 
David Haynes presented on the IIJA Grant Activities and RAISE. The presentation included what 
ARC currently publishes in a newsletter to keep members aware of IIJA Grant Activities. The 
newsletter is pushed out every two weeks but will be sent out monthly moving forward. The 
newsletter includes information about what you need to know for the next 30 days as well as the 
next 3 months.  
 
The newsletter includes what applications are currently open, what is more relevant to our region, 
and what may not be the most relevant but could share with others. Most of these are currently grid 
and power related.  
 
The final section of the newsletter is a collection of other news of interest. These clippings are 
grouped into three areas: webinars and learning opportunities, technical assistance and additional 
IIJA resources, and IIJA funding award announcements.  
 
City of Atlanta received an implementation grant of $30 million to reimagine of Central Pryor 
heading south out of downtown connecting into the Beltline Corridor to link the downtown area 
with the Beltline through safe walking. Trying to draw people down and up this corridor to connect 
these two areas through protected bike lanes and better pedestrian infrastructure. The city is putting 
in another $10 million.  
 
ARC has a position open for a IIJA coordinator and is looking for someone who is familiar with 
the process, funding and grants, and helping the jurisdictions work together. This will help us 
pursue these discretionary grants going forward.  
 
Q: If anyone is awarded, please reach out to the GDOT office to help get the projects into the TIP.  
 
Q (Tejas): With these new opportunities of discretionary grants, we are getting a lot of earmark and 
grant funding, but we do have more opportunities through annual funding mechanisms. We need to 
use the formula funding to reinforce what we are applying through grants.  
 
Q: We thought GDOT was going to take the corridors and the individual counties were going to 



take the specific areas.  
A: That is still correct. We need to be looking at how we are going to build off the statewide 
corridor, and how we can bring it into the communities. Some of the corridor charging funds can 
be used for other NHS routes; will need GDOT as a partner to work together on an application that 
is perhaps off the interstate system.  
 
Q: Does GDOT have a preliminary layout or plan?  
A: GDOT is required to do a NEVI plan that does look at the corridors. That plan is in place to tap 
into that program of funding. It is almost policy and research based. SANDAG has great examples 
of what these corridors and local levels look like. GDOT is wholistic and will be doing a deeper 
dive to meet those requirements.  
 
Q (EPD): These funds are not just for electric vehicles but for any alternate vehicle.  
 

7. Other Items and Announcements Group 
Announcement from SRTA: Have just launched 2023 credit registration. Can earn incentives on 
Peach Pass toll account for using the commuter options.  
 
Announcement from John Orr, ACD: The TCC’s will be in person. Work sessions will be (mostly) 
virtual.  

 
8. Adjourn  


